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MyWorthy and ö Friends, 


the Intrabitants of the Pariſh 
of Chriſtleton. 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
- 5 


© Gemtlemen, and Dearly-beloved 
_ Brethren, | 


T H E great Regard you ſhew'd, 
by the unanimous Petitions you 
made to our late Lord Biſhop 
and others, for my Continuance amongſt 
you, after the Deceaſe of your former 
Rector, and the hearty and preſſing De- 
ſires whichtheChief and moſtSubſtantial 
of you voluntarily expreſſed (had 1 
thought ir agreeable) of Perſonally wait. 
ing upon Sir Roger Moftyn, the very 2 
Worthy Patron of your Church, imme- 
diately after the death of your late Rec- 
tor, · upon the ſame Account as before, 
SEE 
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and of taking any other Methods that 
ſhould have been thought Proper to that 


End; together with many other particu- 
lar and repeated Favours, which from my 


firſt Entrance upon the Curacy to this 
very Inftant, I have received from ſe- 
veral of you; are ſuch undeniable Proofs 
of your Reſpect and Affection for me, 
as both give me the Comfort of hoping 
that my poor Labours with you, in the 
Lord, have not been wholly in vain; 
and likewiſe bind me under ſuch trig 
Obligations of Gratitude to you in all 


reſpects, that it would be extremely 


contrary to Chriſtianity or Humanity 
for me to deny you any thing, you can 
reaſonably ask, that lies in my Power 


to grant you, When therefore you were 


pleaſed to give me in the Veſtry your 
undeſerved Thanks, for ſome Sermons, 
then preached on Occaſion of Dr. Eger- 
ron s Death, and to ſollicite the publiſh- 
ing of them, with ſome others, preach'd 


. ſome time before, upon the like Occa. 
ſions ; P could not tell how to refuſe a 


Com. 


D E DICATION 
Compliance, tho? I was ſure to 45 
by it in the end. This, IL own, is now 
a ſtale and trite Excuſe for appearing in 
Print: Be that granted ; it was however 
ſurely. a good oncat firſt, even as to the 
true Ground and Reaſon of it; and 
therefore where the Caſe is- {till really 
the ſame, the Strength and Force of the 
Ground and Reaſon of it will alſo re- 
main to the End of the World the ſame 


too, and be as equally juſt as ever it was 


at firſt. But be that as it will too; Gra- 
titude is allowed by every body to be an 
univerſal Duty. And I would much 
rather confeſs my Gratitude, even tho 
in a common way, as many have done 
before, and perhaps may do after me, 
than ſhew my ſelf remarkably Ungrate- 
ful, by chuſing, out of a ſurly unſocia - 
ble Humour, to ſtride out of the direct 
Road, only becauſe it is a beaten and 
frequented Path. 


To oblige you, my Brethren, my 
| * Friends, 'tis very likely I ſhall 


Ry n- 
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incur the Cenſures of ſome of my Ac- 
qua intance, and the Scoffs of others, 
whom I hall never be very ambitious 
of being acquainred with. 


Bur notwithſtanding whatever any, 
either of the one ſort or the other, may 
fay, let all Men know by theſe Pre- 
fents, That I myſelf thought it far more 


___ eligible, if it were not indeed incum- 


bent upon me, to run all thoſe hazards, 
than to diſoblige you, who have never 
been wanting to oblige me. 


Ax» this my Conſent to your late 
Deſires will be ſufficient, I believe, to 
convince you of. For to be ſure, I ſhould 
find myſelf in a very particular manner 
fingularly well uſed, tho perhaps I may 
be ſo happy as to meet with a generous 
Connivance at moſt of the obvious Im- 
perfections and Miſtakes in each of 
| theſe Diſcourſes, from fome of my 
Friends, if I don't nevertheleſs meer 
with the uncandid Severities of thoſe 

who 
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who are hardly pleaſed with any thing 
on the one ſide, and the impious and 
unmannerly Scoffs of the profefs'd Ene- 
mies of Revelation on the other; altho 
Iamonly endeavouring to inforce the 
due Practice of ſome of the moſt neceſ- 
ſary Duties of our Holy Religion. 


I am not ſovery ignorant of the Way 
of the World, and the ill Treatment 
which one Man, or one Chriſtian, nay 
which one Chriſtian Writer (and often 
of the ſame Profeſſion too) generally 
meets with from another, as not to be 
ſenſible, that by publickly appearing 
thus in the World, one doth not only 
lay one ſelf open to, but frequently like- 
wiſe fall under its bitter Ill-nature and 

moſt ſpightful-Cenſure. 


a £ 


AN p altho' a Man cannot, either 
without being guilty of the utmoſt IIl- 
manners and Ingratitude, ſometimes 
decline the known Danger; ; or tho? the 
Deſign be never ſo good in itſelf, and 
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s. -may fiethaps i in ſome meaſure meet with 

| good Effects, anſwerable to the Good- 

neſs of its propos'd End; yet none of 

1 theſe Reaſons, viz. neither the Great- 

zgneſs of the Obligation, nor the Goodneſs 
ok the Intention, and Poſſibility of its 
agreeable Succeſs, I am perſuaded, will 

be ſufficient to remove that malignant 
Spleen, and theſe carping Humours 
which are ſo fixedly inherent in ſome 
Men, that nothing but what is able to 
cure us of all Diſtempers, can poſſibly 
cure them of That. 

Bur how exact and rigid ſoever 
ſuch Men may be, they will find no- 
thing, I hope, in the enſuing Practical 
Diſcourſes, ad vanc'd or aſſerted, that is 
contrary to the Doctrine and Worſhip 
of the Church of England, as allow'd 
on all hands, relating either to Chriſtian 

Faith or Practice. If there be, I fairly 
confeſs I am altogether ignorant of it at 
preſent, and upon the firſt and leaſt 
1 aca I ſolemnly declare myſelf 

Wil- 
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willing and ready to recant and re. a 
tract it. 2 


TRIS indeed Tam poſitive of, that 
there is nothing of State - Affairs and Po- 
liticks contained in them, but what 
nearly concerns the Affairs of all States 
and Conditions of Men, in the divided, 
diſſonant and contentious Kingdoms of 
this World; nought but what may help 
to inſtru& us in ſome degree how to 
model our Lives, conformably to the 
ſacred Rules of that ſtanding Eccleſia- 
ſtical Polity given by Heaven itſelf, 
in order to qualify us to be made Ci- 
tizens of that undivided, peaceable and 
harmonious Kingdom of the next 
World. There is nothing in them con- 
cerning this or that particular Party, 
unleſs what really and truly ſhould con- 
cern all manner of Parties whatever, 
were they more numerous than they are. 


Ix ſhort, there is nothing controver- 


fali in * aye only under one partt- 
5 cylar 


x DEDICATION. 
cular Head, deſigned to diſprove, by 
Arguments plainly deduc'd from the 
Goſpels and Epiſtles, that Falſe and Ar- 
rogant Doctrine of the Romiſiu Church, 
concerning the Merit of Works. And 
the Deſign of this, I truſt, will not give 
Offence to any of our PROTESTANT 
and CHRISTIAN Brethren, -of what 
Denomination ſoever, though the ill 
Management of it, I very much fear,may, 


So that there is nothing urg'd in any 
of the ſix Sermons, but what only has 
a manifeſt tendency to promote ſincere 
Piety and Sanctity, upon the true Foun- 
dation of the Goſpel, and then to diſpel 
our needleſs Fears, and to ſupport us 
under whatever Troubles and Calami- 
ttes may befall us. 


AND tho' one would think there are 
but few that would ſnarl at ſuchTopicks 
as theſe, unleſs it were only at the un» 
ſuitable and diſagreeable Method of 
diſcuſſing em; yet 'tis too lad, and too 
great 
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great a Truth to be denied, that there are 
multitudes of fome ſort of Creatures, who, 
like the Egyptian Flies and Frogs, have 
ſwarm'd, and eſpecially of late, in all 
our Quarters, and who, as they have ut- 
terly renounc'd all, or moſt, of the neceſ- 
fary and material Principles of ReveaPd 
Religion, have with all poſhble Heat 
and Violence endeavour'd to extend 
the Liberty of the Goſpel (or Chriſtian 
Liberty) at Pleaſure, like the vitious 
 Gnofticks of old, according to their re- 
ſpective Diſpoſitions and Tempers, to 
an unlimited and arbitrary Licentiouſ- 
neſs of Life. To which end therefore 
they have been continually buzzing 
with an infectious Breath, their mag- 
gotty Sentiments, into all Ears that 
would be open unto em; and were al- 
ways croaking, (tho? 'tis now to be 
hoped a wholeſome ſtop, or check at 
leaſt, will ſoon be put to ſuch nauſeous. 
Sounds) againſt every Thing almoſt, 
both with reſpect to the Manner and 
Matter of it, that bears the Appearance 


of 
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of being Good and Sacred, turning up 
their eornful Noſes at every Sentence 
or Expreſſion they either read or hear 
of that kind, whenever they do ei- 
ther. 


« know there is nothing, faith an 
t excellent * Author, ſo ſerious but may 
te beexpos'd to Drollery by Atheiſtical 
« Wits, who have had the Impudence 


ct not to ſpare the Sacred Scripture itſelf: 


« And I know the World is never ſo free 
« from a ſort of idle, invidious Perſons, 

« who finding it a far eaſier matter to 
b find Faults than to mend, carp at 
e every thing that is made publick, un- 
« der this only Security, that by reaſon 
& of their own Unprofitableneſs and 
« Sloth, no body can find any thing of 


et theirs, wherein to pay them in their 


ee own coin.” 


. — © 


* Dy. Goodman's Preface to his Penitent Pardon'd. 


As 
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As for their Wit, I ſhall leave that to 
bear the Teſt of a future Trial; and am 
now fully reſolv'd to diſdain the little 
inſignificant, tho expected Reflections of 
ſuch Irreligious and Profane Perſons, as 
they do the Writings of much abler, and 
more judicious Men than themſelves. 


AN p yet, my very good Friends and 
Neighbours, (as well as I do, and ought 
to regard you) I muſt indeed needs con- 
feſs to you, that upon a maturer and 
more deliberate Peruſal of the ſubſe- 

vent Treatiſes, my own Conſciouſneſs 

of the great and manifold Defects in 
them, and how very obnoxious there-/ 
fore the poor Writings of one of my low 
Rank and Capacity muſt very probably. 
(if not doubtleſs) be to that vile uſage 
of the ſevere Cenſures of ſome, and the 
impious Sneers of others, when thoſe of 
the Higheſt Rank, in both reſpects, 


don't always eſcape 'em, gave me for 


ſome time (even tho' I had comply'd be- 
fore 
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fore with your Requeſt) no ſmall Diſ- 
couragement, and had almoſt brought 
me to a Reſolution of begging your 
Pardon for my too haſty Conſent there- 
to, and of deſiring you would be pleas d 
to excuſe the Performance. 


Bur on the other hand, when I be- 
gan to conſider and reflect upon the 
great Numbers of honeſt, well-meaning 
Chriſtians, (who I hope vaſtly exceed 
the numbers of thoſewho are the reverſe 
to them) and that theſe few Tracts 
might poſſibly be of good Service in ma- 
ny ReſpeQs to ſuch, and not improba- 
bly likewiſe prove, in ſome ſort, a hap- 
py means of reclaiming others, who are 
not ſinful by Principle, not being Re- 
probate or Offending of malicious 
Wickedneſs, but through Ignorance, 
Unthoughtfulneſs and. Surprize, if they 
ſhall happen to fall into their Hands, 
and ſerious Peruſal; I then became fix*d 
and determind to fulfil my Promiſe, 
and make good myEngagements to you, 

2 what- 
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whatever the Conſequences might prove 
to be, with reſpect to myſelf, either 
from the uſual Rigidneſs of Criticks, or 
from thoſe ſcoffing Fools who make a 
mock at Sin, and all thoſe who endea- 
vour to reprove it, and to put a neceſfary 
and ſpeedy Stop to its growing Progreſs. 


I cannot flatter myſelf with the leaft 
Expectat ion, that theſe little Labours 
will meet with any thing like the ſame 
kind of Reception from the World out 
of the Preſs, that they met with from 
you, my dear Friends and Brethren, out 
of the Pulpit. 


Bur let 'em be never ſo mean and 


wanting, let *em be rejected and look'd 


off with the utrmoſtSlight and Diſreſpect, 
from the generality of other People, 


whoſe Candour they as ſubmiſſively in. 
treat as they really want ; yet as they 
were begot within the Parochial Limits 
of your fruitful Air, were brought forth 
and deliver'd, and drew their firſt 

Breath 
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3 amongſt you, and are now pub- 
lickly put out into the World by you: 
So, I ſay, tho' they be never ſo much 
neglected and look'd off by the World, 
they will claim a more acceptable Wel- 
come from you, and think that they 
have a Right to find more Reſpect, bet. 
ter Care, and Looking after, from thoſe 
of the Place of their Nativity, where 
likewiſe their laſt, and in truth their 
moſt proper, Settlement was. In Con- 
fidence whereof, their poor Parent (well 

knowing your liberal Proviſion for 

Brats of another, and more ſpurious 
Nature) now begs leave to deliver em 
_ 'upagain, as his Legitimate, tho' indi- 
gent Offspring, for Cover and Shelter, 
to your Patronage and Protection; not 
doubting, but that as you were r 
Free Sponſors, you will prove their Ge- 
nerous Guardians. | 


* T whatever bad Treatment and 
ill Uſage they may receive in the 
World from many, they may perhaps 

E | de 
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be of ſervice to ſome; and that they 
may anſwer the chief and greateſt De- 
ſign of them, I pray God grant, that 
through his ſpecial Bleſſing accompany- - 
ing them, they may mightily tend to 
the ſetting forth of his Glory, to the 
ſupport of his ſuffering afflicted Ser- 
vants under all their Troubles, to the 
Repentance of Sinners, the quieting of 
their Conſciences here, and the Salva- 
tion of their Souls hereafter. And then, 
if they are bleſs'd with ſo good an Ef. 
fect, and ſuch a glorious Succeſs, you, 
my loving Neighbours, as well as my 
ſelf, will find, I hope, the bleſſed Ro- 
wards of ſuch a ſucceſsful; glorious End, 
attending | theſe little Things, which, 
by your repeated Sollicitations, you were 
the peculiar Inftrumeats of introducing 
to publick Light, and which otherwiſe 
moſt likely would have remained in an 

eternal Obſcurity. 


Bx this and all other Circumſtances 
before mention'd, I cannot but ſay tis 
a __ 
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ſome Comfort to me, that the Exerciſe 
of my Miniſterial Funct ion hath been 
received with ſuch an agreeable Appro- 
bation amongſt you, as may afford ſome 
Grounds of Hope to imagine that it 
-hath in ſome little meaſure been profit- 
able and edifying. And as it hath 
pleas'd the Divine Providence to conti- 
nue me longer among(t you, under your 
new Rector, I ſhall make it my ſtudy, 
as long as I remain with you, till to 
make it more ſo. And whenever it may 
pleaſe God to call me from you, you 
will have theſe. Papers as a deſir'd Me- 
morial left amongſt you, that there once 
was ſuch a Perſon living with you, to 
whoſe Charge the Care of your Souls was 
ſubordinately committed, and who is, 
and during Life ever will bg, 
Gentlemen, and dearly beloved Bre- 
© #hren, your moſt Oblig d, Aﬀettio- 
nate, and Obedient Servant in the 
Tora. | 
ou _ JOHN THOMAS. 


* 
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PREFACE 
YI Should not have given the Reader any 

further Trouble, by way of Preface, 
but that I think is may not be alto- 
gether improper to obſerve ſomething. con- 
cerning theDiſuſe and Uſefulneſs of Fune- 
ral Sermons, which at preſent are ſb much 
out of Vogue, that tis not only a Wondet 
to hear of any Printed, but Preach d. 


TIS perhaps for this andy Ras that 
* e of my Reverend Brethren (as it was 
particularly pretended by one, tho à very 
particular one I confeſs) could do no Ser- 


vice by recommending the Propoſals for 
Printing of theſe to any of their Pariſbio> 
ners. Indeed I muſt allow, if a Man can- 
not in Conſcience recommend ſur Sermons 
printed and bound (unleſs they be very poor 
ones indeed) at the Price of three Shil- 
tings, I cannot ſee how imgood Conſtientt 


az he 
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he can ſet ſuch a Rate upon his own (be 
they never ſo good) as ordinarily to demand 
ten Shilling for the bare preaching of one, 


"BUT go on: What probably contri- 
buted, amongſt other things, to the general 
Difuſe of em, might be the real Abuſe of 
em; I mean, an unjuſt Application of 
Encomiums, and the beſtowing of good 
Characters upon bad * 


"AND by fuch means, at length, ſome 
of the Clergy rather exercisd the Office 
of the Herald, than perform d the Func- 
tion of the Preacher, and proſtituted the 
Pulpit to the Prattices of the Bar. 


BUT then as the giving theDiſagree- 
able and Deform d handſome Features and 
fine Complexions, and the painting of 
hateful odious Vice with ſuch falſe Co- 
lours inthe moſt agreeable Drapery and 
charming Beauty of Holineſs, might," 1 
own, be ſufficient to give a juſt Diſtaſte 
and Abhorrence to the very Occaſions of 
em; ſo I imagine, on the other hand, that 
the 
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the drawing the beautiful Picture of Vir- 

tue and Religion in their true, proper, and 
genuine Brightneſs and Luſtre, and good 
Characters honeſtly applied to good Men, 
may ſtrike ſuch a deep and laſting Impreſ- 
ſion upon bad Men, as may make them ſo 
much in love with the Piece, as inſtantly 
to reſolve to imitate the Original: it being 
but natural for us to make ourſelves as like 
as we can to thoſe, whom we cannot out 


love and like. 


FOR the chief and great End of. 
Preaching Funeral Sermons, and of giuv- 
ing in them the Deceas d a Character a- 
greeable to the Goodneſs of their Con ver- 
ſation among jt us, is both to exhort the 
Auditors to a due Conſideration of, and 
Preparation for Death,andlikewiſe to ſtir 
them up to a due Imitation of the Virtue 
and Piety of thoſe gone before them, that 
they, when called from hence after them, 
may both be Partakers with them of a 
good Memory in this World, and of inex-. 


preſſu ole Happineſs in the next. 
a 3 AN D 


xxii PREFACE, 


AND indeed the Preacher is never 
more likely to bring Men's Minds into a- 
good and ſincere way of thinking aud con- 
ſidering upon Death, than when, beſides 
all other Arguments that can be brought, 
there lies an evident, convmcing Inſtance 
of the Certainty of Death, and the Uncer- 
tainty of Life before their eyes. 


WHEN Men come ta attend the 
Corpſe of an old Friend (as we commonly 
ſay) to its Long-Home, their Minds are 
filled with A deep Concern, they are ren- 
der d more flexible and pliable, more eaſy 

and ready, more ſoftened aud melting, and 
more fully and truly prepared to receive the 
good Impreſſions of Virtue and Religion 
from theſe Diſcourſes at thoſe Times, 
than they could receive from the wery 
fame Diſcourſes, when Preach'd without 
the ſame Occaſions. 


THE melancholy Occaſion itſelf, and 
their great Concern for it, adds mightily 
o the good Influence of ſuch Lectures of 


OF = 
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Mortality: the very Dead themſelves 


affect the Audience in ſuch Sermons, and, 
though they ſpeak not, give double Force 
and Effcacy to the mournful Oratory of 
the Living Preacher. 


BUT beſides this great Diſadvantage 
attending the Want and Diſuſe of Fune- 
ral Sermons, there is another yet to be 
mentioned, and which truly ought not to 
be omitted. 


THE other Diſadvantage that IT 
nean, is this, that as moſt F unerals, with- 
out Sermons, are generally very private 
ones, and have the leaſt Company palſible 
attending them; ſo the generality of the 
People, in a great meaſure, loſe the great 
Advantage and Uſefulneſs of joining m 
the Burial-Office, which is the fineſt and 
moſt pertinent to that Purpoſe, that any 
Church whatever can pretendto ſhew; and 
the Excellency of it has been fairly con- 
feſs'd by the Papiſts themſelves, 


Ido ſuppoſe that what I have ſaid rela- 
ting to the Edification and Uſefulneſs of 
2 4 Fu- 
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Funeral Sermons, with regard to the great- 
er Influence and Effect that they may 
have, thanothers, on the Reformation of 
Life and Manners, will notwithſtanding 
be fo far from bringing them into Vogue 
again, that ſeveral, who have littleor no 
Regardto the Gown, will be forward and 
ready enough to cenſure this, as deſign'd 
only for is I weereff and _ of =y 
Who Wear tt. 


In Anſwer towhich, I ſhall only reply 
now, that tho the more frequent Uſe and 
Practice of Funeral Diſtourſes, may be of 
ſome little Temporal Advantage to the 
Clergy; yet they may prove to be (as I have 
obſerved already) of much greater Advan- 
tage to the Spiritual Welfare of the Laity 
in general: and that therefore as thoſe 
who object to the former are equal Ene- 
mies to the latter, I ſhall ſay no more, but 
heartily wiſh and pray, that God may turn 
their Hearts, and give them better and 
more Religious Sentiments. 


The 


—̃ 


— 
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The Names and 


TirLEs of ſuch 


SUBSCRIBERS as came 


to hand. 


A 


MIN. Zachary Amſon. 
Ars. Mary Alleyne. 
Rev. Mr. A ſheton, jun. 
of Mancheſter, M. A. 
Caldecot Alderſey of 
Alderſey Eq; for 6; 
— Aſheton of Aſhly 
Eſq; 


- 


B 


Mr. * Barrow. 

Mr. John Bruce of 
Boughton. 

Mr. St. John Burnett ſer. 
aud jun. of Boughton. 

Mr. Baflano, Herald at 

Arms in Cheſter. 

Rev. Mr. Brooke M. A. 
Rector of Namptwich. 

Mrs. Anna- Maria Brooke 


Mr. Thomas Bromhall 
of Namptwich. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Booth 
of Cheſter. 

Mrs. Anne Booth of 


Mr. James Burroughs o 
Sd ; gha of 

— - Bonnell Eq: 

Mrs. Mary Book? 

Mr. Bennet Mercht. aud 
Alderman of Cheſter. 

Mr. Bolland Aldermano 
Cheſter. * 

Mr. Brock Alderman of 

20 Chan | 
Charles Bingley o 

3 gley of 
o.Bowyer Eſq; Recor. 

Ader of Maccleaield. 

Mr. Bold of Hylake. 

Robert Bavand Efq3 
M. D. for 4. *s 

Mrs. Bellingham. 

Miſs Bellingham. 

Mr. Butler, for 6. 

Mr. Batho, Surgeon in 
Cheſter, for 2. 

Mr. William Ball. - 

Rev. Mr. James Bradly. 

Mrs. Jane Bowen. 

Rev. Mr. Brown of Weſt- 
Wicomb, Bucks. 


Cheſter. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Vincent Bradly, Of 
ficer in the Exciſe at 
Hawarden. 
Thomas Booth Eq; 
0 | 
Rev Mr. Cartwright 
M. A. Rector of St. 


Mary's in Cheſter, and 
— of Middlewich. 


James Comberback E; 
the Right Worſhipful 
Mayor of Cheſter. 

Rev. Ar. Crosby M. A. 
Curate of Ramsbury 
inWiltſhire. 

Rev. My. Calkin F. A. 
Curate of Waverton. 

My. Robert Crachley, 
ſen. and jun. of Broad- 
lane. 

Mr. John Crachley of 
Broad-lane. 

Mr. Richard Crachley 
of Broughton. 

Mr. Critchley, Mace- 
bearer of Cheſter. 


Mr. Thomas Critchley y 
of Cheſter. 


Mr. William Clavton of | caſter. 


Cheſter. 


. ubſtribers Names. 


D 


Rr. Hon, Lady Margaret 
Davies. 


| Rev. Mr. William Davis 


M. A, Student of 
Chrit-Church,Oxfcrd 
Mr. Joon Davies of Den- 


bi | 

Mr. . Robert Davies f 
Denbigh, 

Robert Davies of Manly 
ER 

Mr. Doe. 

Mr. Thomas Dean of 
Tattenhall. 


Mrs. Davies of Chefter. 


Mrs. Sarah Dod of Che- 
ſter. 


E 


Lady Eglon of Preſton. 
Philip Egerton of Acton 


Eſa; 6. 
1 Egerton of Broxton 


Rae E Egerton Eſq; 

Mrs. Edisbury, 4. 

Mrs.Edmondton of Lan- 
caſter. 

Rev. Mr. Edwards M. A. 
Vicar of Tarvin. 

Mr. Peter Ellam of Che- 
_ 

Mr. John Edwards of 


Cheſter, 2. 
F 


Rev. Dr. Fenton of Lan- 
Tho- 


2 


Mrs. . Furnivall. 
Mr. 2 Francis of Che- 


* — of Bough- 
Mr ye Hitching. 


Names. 


Rev. Mr, Hall, B. A, 
Rector of Gawſworth. 


Mr. ihne, Fox. 
G 


Sir Richard Groſyengr 
Bart. 6. 
Tho. Groſvenor Eſq; 6 


My. Samuel Harvey of | 
Cheſter. 

Mr. Samuel Hodſon of 
Chriftleton, 2, 

Rev. Mr. Harwar M. A. 
Rector of Swetten- 
ham and Acton. 


Rob. Groſvenor Fſq; 6 
Robert Gibſon EH; 


William Glegg of w 


ton Eſq; 
bs of Graipge 
da 


Ilias Cleggof Ecby 2 — 


ton Eſq: 7 

Ar. Robert * 
of St. John's College in 
Cambridge, J. A. 6. 

Mrs. Mary Gregg. 

Mr. Gamul, Merchant 
in Cheſter. 

Mr. Elizabeth Golborn 
of Cheſter. 


H 


Hir Hen. Hoghton Barr.s 
Philip Hoghton E; 
Mrs. Hoghton. 

Ralph Horton Eſq; 

Mr. Hodgſon of Tor- 


Mr. Ralph Holland of 
Cheſter. 

Mr. Haywood, Attor- 
ney at Law in Che- 
ſter. 

Rev. Mr. Handly, L. L. Z. 

Mr. Heblethwaite, * 
Reg. in Lancaſter. 

Mr. Hewit, 


My. Peter Hodſon f 
Chriſtleton. a 


I 


Rev. My. Ince M. 4, Mi- 
nor Canon and Curate 
of Trinity in Cheſter. 

My. James Johnſon, At 

| derman of Chefter. 

Mrs. Martha Jones. 

K Mr. : Jonch, Curate 
of Gra 

1 Martha Jones. 


K 


orley. 


Thomas King 


2 


Mr. Hignett of Rowton,s | My. Richard Knight. 


Mr. 


xxviii Subſcribers Names. 


Mr. Smith Kelſell. 
Mr. Key. 


L 


Rev. Honoratus Lebeg 
M. A. Gurate of Preſton. 

Robert Lowe Eſq; 

Rev, My. Lloyd M. A. 
N N Penmachno 

My. John Ley of Chri- 
ſtleton, 2+ 

Mr. Edw. Ley of Cheſter. 

Mr. John Lloyd of Chri- 
* * 

Mr. John Langdale 0 

| Rl 15 4 

My. Thomas Lee Tobac- 

conf in Cheſter. 

Mr. William Littleton of 
Cheſter. 

Mrs. Sarah Lienes of 
Cheſter. 

Mys. Jane Leigh. 

My. Leckonby of Che- 
ſter, Merchant. 


| M 
Lady Mainwaring, 6. 


James Mainwaring of 
Bromborough E/; 
Capt. Mainwaring ofChe- 

ter, 3. 
Mys. Jane Mainwaring. 
Mr. Robert Mainwaring. 
Mr. George Mainwaring. 
Edward Morgan of Gol- 
den-Grove Eſq; 


mms 
—— 


Rev. Mr. Markham M. A. 
Rector of Torporley, 6 
Digby Molleneux E.; 
My. Andrew Middleton 
of urge 8 
My. Toſeph Ma k 0 
Chedke. | 4 
Mys. Margaret Markland 
of Cheſter _ 
Mr. William Meoles of 
Cheer. a 
My. Malbor:, School Ma- 
ſter of Congleton. 


N 


My. Nichols of Cheſter 
Merchant. | 


O 


Rev. Mr. Oliver M. A. 
Curate of St. Peter's in 
Cheſter. 

Mr. John Owen of Car- 
narvon. 


Mys. Owen. 
Mr. Jabez Owen of War- 


| p 
Mr. Parry of Peel, 6. 
Rev. Mr. Preſcot M. A. 
Rector of Waverton, 
and Prebendary of 
Cheſter. 
Rev. Mr. Peploe M. A. 
Vicar of Preſton, Rec- 
tor of Northenden 
and Prebenaary 0 


May Eſq; 


Cheſter. 


Mys. 


rington. | 


Subſcribers Names. xxix 


Mrs. Mary Poole. 

Mr. Edward Partington 
Attorney at Law in 
Cheſter. 

Mr. Daniel Porter, At- 
torney at Law in Che- 
ſter. 

Mr. Tho. Parry, Attorney 
at Lau in Cheſter. 
Mr. J. Parnel Attorney 
at Law in Cheſter. 
Mr. J. Partington, Attor- 


ney at Law in North- 


wich. f 

Mr. Parker, Apothecary 
and Alderman of Che- 
ſter. 

My. Parker, Mercer and 
Alderman of Cheſter. 

My. George Preſcot of 
Cheſter, | 

My. Peter Parry of Che- 
ſer. 

Mr. Thomas Paynter, 
now deceaſed. 

My.Paynterof ParkGate. 

Mr. Joſeph Parker of 
Cheſter. 

My. Pemberton, Alder- 
manof Cheſter. 

| My. John Peers of Che- 
ſer, for 2. 

Mrs. Mary Potter, 2. 

Mrs.Elizabeth Partridge 

My. Henry Perkins of 
Cheſter. 


R 

Rev. My. Rhode M. A. 
Rector of Aſtbury. 

Rev Mr. Rowlands, M. A. 
Curate of Aſtbury. . 

My. Rag of Jeſus College 
Oxon, | "op 

My. Tho. Ravenſcroft of 

1 4 f 
. Henry Ridley 0 

Cheſter. 81 
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Mrs. Smalridge. 

Rev. Mr. Smalridge M. A. 
Rector of Chriſtleton, 
and Chaplain to ber 
Majeſty, 6. 

Mrs. Mary Smalridge. 

Mrs. Anne Smalridge. 

Mr. Thomas Smalridge, 
Alderm. of Litchfield. + 

Sir Edw. Stanley Bars. 

Rev. My. John Starkie. - 

Mr. Charles Salmon of 
Hatherton. -- | 

Mrs. Sarah Sincock. 

Mrs. Sherſonof Lancaſter. 

Mrs. Spenſer of Preſton, 

Edm. Swettenham Ei; 

en Sewel of Che- 

0 er 1 


Mr. Samuel Seller of 
Littleton, for 6. 
Mrs. Anne Seller, 24. 


Mr. Iſaac Powel of Che- 
ſter. | 


Mr. William Seller of 
Cheſter, | 
Mr. 


Mr. J. Seller of Cheſter. 


Mr. S. Seller of Cheſter. 


Mr. John Seller of Lit- 
tleton. 
Mrs. Smith. 


T 


Gerard Townſend of 
Chriſtleton Eſq; 6 
Mrs. Taylor of Lancafter 
Rev. Mr. Hugh Thomas, 
Curate of Hawarden. 
Mr. Thomaſon, School- 
Maſter of Tarvin. 
* Thomaſon of Che- 
er. 
E of Che- 


| W 
George Wynne of Lees- 
wood Eſq; 12. 


Watkin-Williams Wynne 


3 6. 
| Me Warburton of Che- 
ter, 6. 
My. Peter Walthall. 
Rev. Thomas Wells M. I. 
Vicar of Sand bach, and 
Rector of Muccleſtone 
Mr. Thomas Wilſon, Al. 


derman of Cheſter, ;. | 


My. Witter of the Glaſi- 


5, 2. 

Nev. Mr. 323 A. 

Miniſter 0 Eton; 

Mr. Richard Ward of 

Cheſter. | 

Mr. Whitly of Shotten. 

My. John Wolftinholme 
of Park-Gare. 

My. James Wolſtinholme 
of Tarvin. 

Mrs. Wrench of Glover- 
ſtone in Cheſter. 

My. Thomas Wrench: 

My. Tho. Williams, At- 
torney at Law in 
Cheſter. 

Mr. Woodfin. . 
Mrs. Whitehead of Pre- 
ſton. | 
Mrs. Warren of Preſton. 

My. Richard: Warren. 
Mr. John Wright of Che- 
ſer. 6 
Mys. Catherine Wright 

of Cheſter. - 
Mr. Iſaac Warmingham 
of Cheſter. 


* 


Mr. Yearſley of Cheſter. 
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| | 
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The Wiſdom of Conſideration, as it aſfects 
our Duty and Intereſt ; and particular- 


Iy the Advantages of conſidering our 
tatter End : 


n 


—— K — 


by forth in a 


8 E R MON 


Preach'd at the 


Pariſh- Church of Chriſtleton, 


November 22, 1716. 


At the FUNERAL of the Reverend 
Mr. CLOPT ON, formerly Rector 
of Chriſtleton. 


By FOHN THOMAS, M. A. 
Curate of Chriſtleton, and Miniſter of 
Ince. 


— 


— 


Now publiſh'd at the Requeſt of theVeſtry. 


A 


hmm 


— 


” 


47 S 
* 0 . 


1 


DEU TERON. Chap. XXXII. ver. 29. 


O that they were Wiſe, that they under- 


ſtood this, that they would conſider 
their latter End ! 


7 IHE greateſt Endowment, and 
moſt diſtinguiſhing Ornament 
which our infinitely wiſe God 

ever thought fit to beſtow upon Human 

Nature, is either by Man's own Careleſs- 

neſs and Stupidity ſtrangely corrupted, or 

even the gracious and original Deſign of 

God therein, is by Man's obſtinate and 


perverſe Nature too frequently quite in- 
verted. 


INSO MUCH that thoſe very Faculties 
of his Soul, which, above all other ſublu- 
nary Beings, he hath ſo ſingularly endued 
him with, in order to make him more 
- B 2 Happy 


* * he 
+ «Xt 2 
2 


— 
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Happy in this and the next. World, ſe 

too often, inſtead of making him ſo in 
either, to render him indeed more miſe- 
rable in both. Thus Man, Who is made 
but a little lower than the Angels, in this 
World, to be crown'd with Glory and 
Honour in the next, by not rightly uſing 
his Reaſon in thinking and conſidering 
as he ought, debaſes himſelf in this Life, 
even below the Beaſts that periſh, and 
makes himſelf ſubject to the helliſh, mer- 
cileſs Power and Fury of Devils them- 
ſelves in that which is to come, 


| For if we would take a View of the 
whole World, ſeriouſly reflect upon the 
Teyeral Vanities, Follies and Errors of hu- 
man Life, and impartially conſider the 
groſs Enormities of Men's Actions; and 
then carefully inquire and dive into. the 
real Cauſes of them, how ſo many hap- 
pen to be ſo much, and ſo often in the 
wrong as they arc ; as if they were not 
only. devoid of Grace, but, like Fools 
| and 


- 


on Mr. CL OPT ON, s 


and Madmen, even of Reaſon too ; we 
mould ſoen find all their Miſtakes, all 
their Vanities and Follies, Errors and 
Enormities, to be chiefly owing to the 
great Neglect of a careful and wiſe Con- 
fi deration of the manner of their Lives 
with regard to Religion, ot God's great 
and grand Deſign in making *em*Reaſo- 
nable, and of the certain and inevitable 
m - theit DEE 1 21 


| #4 
| 11 


8 0 _ as God Nat been dug 
leasd to bleſs Men with Reaſon, When 
thus they exerelſe their Underſtanding in 
ſeriouſly /thinking upon what they do, 
and what they ought to do; and in fre- 
quently conſidering of, and duly- prepa- 
ring for their final Change, they certainly 
make'the chicfcſt and happieſt Uſe of their 
Reaſon; which they either can or ought; 
ſuch a Uſe as will certainly tend moſt to 
their Advantage, and be the ſurcſt Indica: 
tion of their Ws" FR. MI 


S BS. \ Tha 
: % 2 . 


5 B 3 Wirn 


8 


6 A FUN ERAL SERMON 


Wir good reaſon therefore may 
we. cry out with Moſes, in the Words of 
the Text, O that they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, that they would 
* their latter End! 


TE great Law-Giver of Iſrael, as 
abundantly appears in this Chapter, de- 
ſcribing the corrupt State of the Jes, 
and ſhe wing how in the plentiful times of 
Proſperity, they had baſely degenerated 
from their Forefathers, by falling from 
the Worſhip of the true God, and ſacri- 
ficing unto Devils, and to new Gods that 
came newly up, whom their Fathers fear- 
ed not; and ſo became forgetful of the 
ſeveral Bleſſings, and -remarkable. Deli- 
verances vouchſafed unto em; tells us, 
v. TS, and 28. that of the Rock that 
-begat them they were unmindful, and 
had forgotten God that formed them, and 
that they were a Nation void of Coun. 
ſel, neither was there any Underſtanding 

#7 
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in them. And then he adds in the Words 
of the Text, O that they were Wiſe, 
&c. Ae 5 


As then theſe Words are the vehement 
hearty Wiſh of Iſaels mighty Chief, a 
little before his Death, that thoſe People, 
as they relate to their Condition in par- 
ticular, who were ſo forgetful and un- 
thoughtful of their Duty, might be again 
put in mind of what they had done amiſs, 
and renew their Obedience by recollect- 
ing their manifold Obligations to God, 
and likewiſe by conſidering their latter 
End: So I hope we may now, without 
violently wreſting them from their firſt 
Intention, or forcing them to any unjuſt 
and unnatural Uſes, obſerve from em in 
general, | 


I. TH ar the moſt proper Act of Wiſ⸗ 
dom is Conſideration, as it affects both 
our Duty and Intereſt ; and that the fre- 
quent Practice of it, with regard to the 

B 4 1 
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religious or itreligious Conduct of out 


Lives, is certainly one of the ſureſt Me- 
thods we can take of ſhewing o our ſelves 
to be wiſe Men. 


0 that Men Ke wiſe, that they un- 
aerſtood this, that * would 11 der. 


U. Thar 8 of the chicfeſt and 
moſt principal Subjects that Men can 
poſſibly exerciſe their Conſideration up- 
on, and which is here recommended to 
their Thoughts, with a moſt paſſionate 
Deſire, and in a moſt cordial manner, 
that it may be practis d, in order to make 
em ſtill the more truly and complcatly 
Wiſe, is our latter End: 


O that Men were wiſe, that they un- 
. derſtood this, that they would ___ 
their latter End ! | 


. THEN we may obſerve from the 
Words in general, That the moſ proper 
Act of Wiſdom, Cc. 


THAT 
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THAx it is the Duty of all Chriſtians 
ſeriouſly to think and conſider of the na- 
ture of all their Actions, according to their 
goodneſs or badneſs, would eaſily appear, 
if we would but for a while allow our 
ſelves the Liberty of inquiring: for what 
End and Deſign it was, that God gave 
Man alone, of all other earthly Creatures, 
the Angelical Power of Reflection. No 
one ſure that God has beſtow'd this rare 


and ſpiritual Talent upon, can be ſo vain 
and ſtupid (if he has any the leaſt uſe of 


it remaining) as ever to imagine, that it 
was given him for no End, and to no 
Purpoſe; but to remain unregarded and 
inſignificant (like the Man's Talent. hid 
ina Napkin, and buricd in the Earth) as 
if he were to live, and move, and act, as 
If all this while he had no Being, or, 
which is much the ſame, at leaſt not ſuch 
anone. The Conſidcration of the Crea- 
tion in general is ſufficient to make ap- 
pear, that all Things were created to ſet 
forth the Glory of God their Creator, 

and 
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and to magnify and praiſe his Holy 
Name for ever. And thus we plainly ſee 
they yet ceaſe not to do, by keeping to 
their appointed Mot ions, and continuing 
according to the ſettled Rules of Na- 
ture. And agreeably hereto, are thoſe 
Words of that Sacred Canticle in our 
moſt excellent Liturgy to be underſtood, 
which run thus, O all ye HYorks of the 
"Lord, bleſs ye the Lora, praiſe hin * 
magnify him for ever! 


AND if then God hath created all and 
every, even the loweſt parts of the Crea- 
tion, to laud and glority his Name, accord- 
ing to their different Natures, Places, and 
Powers; if the Heavens declare the Glo- 
ry of God, and the Firmament ſheweth 
his Handy work; if the Sea makes a Noiſe 
and ſhews his Wonders, and the Deep 
the Power of the Great; if the Moon 
obſerves the certain Scaſons which God 
has appointed her, and the Sun knoweth 


— 


his going down; if the Out- goings of the 


Morn- 
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Morning and Evening praiſe the Lord; if 
the Clouds drop Fatneſs, and the Earth 
pours forth her Goodneſs, and richly ſhews 
us the plentiful Loving-Kindneſs of God; 
if the little Hills rejoice on every ſide, and 
the Vallies and Fields ſtanding thick with 
Corn do laugh and ſing 5 we may con- 
clude moſt certainly, that tis the indiſ- 
penſable Duty of Man, as he was created 
Lord of all the Earth, and the moſt per- 
fect and noble Being of this lower 
World, in a more extraordinary and ex- 
alted manner than the reſt of the Crea- 
tion, ever to be lauding and ſinging forth 
the glorious Praiſes, ever to be reflecting, 
muſing and meditating upon the continual 
Mercies and Bleſſings of his Almighty” 

N e moſt ann Preſerver. 


Twas to this very Enid: God origi- 
nally breath'd into Man's Noſtrils the 
Breath of Life; twas upon this very Ac- 
count God infusd Rationality into his 
carthly Subſtance; that ſo he ſhould be 

DR made 
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made capable of paying him a voluntary 


and reaſonable Service. For if the irra- 
tional parts of the viſible Creation, thus 
agreeably to their ſeveral Stations and ap- 
pointed Laws, anſwer the great End of 
their Almighty Creator, what ought Man, 
the We en Part of it, then to do? ) 
Bro po be adi 0 
Foo ND Rr ng * he in ſome little 
meaſure exert the Powers of his Rationa«i 
lity,/ ſo far only as to conſider the Diffe- 
rence bet wixt Creatures endued with, and 
thoſe devoid of Reaſon; not to mention 
the difference of his out ward Form from 
thoſe of all other Animals, or to obſerve 
that he was made upright, built with an 
exec Body and Countenance, more par- 
ticularly for the Contemplation: of Cele- 
ſtial Things; but not to inſiſt upon any 
thing of this kind, I ſay, (tho the juſt 
Obſervation of an Heathen Poet) would 
Man only conſider the Difference betwixt 
intelligent and unintelligent Beings, he 
would undoubtedly be convincd, even 
from 
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from within himſelf (I mean his very Ra- 
tionality) that he ought in a higher, and 


more emphatical Degree to ſerve God, 


not only with. his Body, as Brutes and 
other unintelligent Beings do, but with 
his Soul, in Spirit and in Truth, and 
that in the moſt thoughtful conſidera- 
tive manner imaginable. 2 


For why ſhould he have the Power 
of Thinking implanted in him, unleſs he 
were chiefly to think upon that Almighty 
Power who gave it him, and what other 
Object can he more properly think on? 
Why ſhould he have the Capacity of ap- 


prehending and judging, unleſs he were 


to make uſe, of his Apprehenſion and 
Judgment, in ſtudying the, righteous 
Judgments of him from whom he receiv- 
edit, and what better uſe can he make 

of it? And why did God give him Free- 
ani of Will, unleſs it were freely to 
make choice of doing the Will of Him 
from whom he derives it? and what bet- 

| ; ter, 
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ter, what happier Choice, even for his 
his own Intereſt, can he poſſibly make? 


He ſhould always therefore conſider 


ſeriouſly, think on Thought itſelf, weigh 
each freſh Intention, and thoroughly exa- 
mine the Advantage or Diſadvantage, 


the Sinfulneſs or the Lawfulneſs of every 


ſingle Action. 


Ap ſuch a Practice as this we hall 


ſoon find, by the certain Effects of it, to 
be as much our Intereſt, as it is indeed 


our Duty. 


; Fok tis for want of a more conſtant 
Practice of this Duty that Men fall from 
their firſt Love, grow cool in their Af. 
fections, and gently ſlide from one little 
Fault into another, till at length they 
become inſenſibly involved in the groſſer 


As of Sin, and ſo grow confirmed in. 
Veteran Habits of Impiety. 
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'T 18 owing to Men's Careleſſneſs and 
Inconſideration that they are ſo frequent- 
ly tempted, and 'tis always the Reaſon 
why they are overcome by the Tempta- 
tion: For when Mcn do not conſider what 
they do, they act as it were unknowingly, 
and have little or no regard to the Nature 
of thoſe Actions, which ſomc-how or other 
(tho' they hardly know how) they become 
guilty of; whereas Conſideration awakes 
the Soul, and rouzes its drowſy Facul- 
ties to make it ſenſible of its preſent Con- 
dition, the Probability of its futurc, and 
the dangerous Conſequence of every evil 
Thing. And then though a Man's paſt 
as well as preſent Life be never ſo wie- 
ked, yet when by Conſideration he finds 
it to be ſuch, he's forc'd, as it were, into 
Amendment, and Reformation of Life 
muſt needs be the Reſult of a thoughtful "4 
Sinner. Many Inſtances of this kind, 
would the Time permit me, might 1 
produce out of the Sacred Writings of 


God. 
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God. When David became careleſs 
and incogitant, he ſoon became vitious, 
and the fouleſt Sins ſeiz d his unguarded, 
thoughtleſs Soul. - But when once he be- 
gan to ſhake off this ſinful Lethargy, when 
once he began to think and conſider with 
himſelf, he ſoon perceiv'd his Folly and 
Madneſs, and therefore made haſte and: 
prolong'd not the Time to return to his 
Duty; I thought on my ways, ſaith he, 
and turn d my Feet unto thy Teſtimonies: © 
and ſo immediately by Conſideration be- 
came as famous for his Repentance, as 
ever he was before for the neceſſity he 
had of it. The Caſe is the ſame with the 
Prodigal too, when he began to think, he 
began to repent; and when he came to 
himſelf, he went to his Father. As ſoon 
as ever the Mind truly conceives her own 
Miſery, the Heart begins to hunger after 
Mercy: As ſoon as ever we find Sin to 
be our greateſt Woe, we ſeek for Chriſt 


to become our chiefeſt Joy. 


SINCE 
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SIN CE Nn bg Nato of Man is 
ſuch, that he can think and reflect, and 
ſince God gave him that Power to make 
that uſe of it, Man lies under a bounden 
Duty, frequently and ſeriouſly to conſider 
the Nature of all his Actions, and con- 
ſtantly to uſe that Faculty for the better 
Government of his Life. And one would 
wonder indeed that any one ſhould be 
back ward to do thus, ſince (had it not 
been a Duty) it tends ſo mightily both to 
a Man's preſent and future Advantage; 
for if he be in a wicked Courſe of Life, 
it will bring him to Repentance; and 
make him good; and if he be already 
good, it may ſerve to make him ſtill bet. 
ter and better. By it he may prevent a 
great many Temptations, baffle almoſt 
all, and at laſt foil the great Adverſary 
of Mankind, the Devil himſelf. And 
laſtly, by this means he may inform his 
Judgment, rectify his - Notions concerns 
ing —_— and take great delight and 
st! C com- 
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comfort in the daily performance of 


— 


AND as Happinefs is the Aim or De- 
ſire of all Men, and the ultimate End of 
all their Actions, (however vain and wrong 
their Notions and Ideas of Happineſs may 
be) ſo they certainly who take the ſureſt 
means to accompliſh their good Deſires, 
may juſtly be reckon'd the wiſeſt Men: 
For true Wiſdom conſiſts in an Ability 
and Inclination to make choice of the | 
right means in the Proſcution of our true | 
End. Since therefore Conſideration is a- 
ble to make us good here, and our Good- 
neſs here will make us blefled hereafter, 1 
they who ſcriouſly conſider, and eſpe- 1 
cially of thoſe things that tend chiefly to 
promote their Piety, and conſequently 
their trueſt Happineſs, are certainly wiſe 6 
Men. Let us all therefore be intreated 1 
often to call our Ways to remembrance, 
and daily to think of our Conditions. This 
is the ſureſt way to have true and eternal 7 
* | Happi- 
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Happineſs; to gain which, is indiſputablyx 
the greateſt; Demonſtration of our Wiſ- 


dom that we can poſſibly make; for thus 


ſhall we be Wiſe unto Salvation. Oh 
then that we were ſo wiſe, that we un- 
derſtood this, that we would thus conſi · 
der! But I proceed now, 


II. To obſerve, that another of the 


+ 


chiefeſt and moſt principal Subjects that 
Men can poſſibly exerciſe their Conſide- 


ration upon, and which is here recom- 
mended to their Thoughts with a moſt paſ- 


ſionate Deſire, and in a moſt hearty man- 
ner, that it may be practis d in order to 


make em ſtill the more truly and com 


pleatly wiſe, is our latter End. 
O that Men were wiſe, that they un 

derſtood this, that they 1 conſider 

their latter A Aon e 


IN lrakingt to which, I hall _ — 


4548 
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1 
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ſider of our latter End, and the great Ad 


vantages we gain by ſo 0 ar ſo con- 


clude. 


* 
% ” + z# RO 4 
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By conſideting our latter End; we may 


not improperly underſtand a careful Pre- 
paration of ourſelves for Deatn. 


DE AT R, though as to its time and 


manner it be uncertain, is notwithſtand- - 
ing of all things whatſoever in the Event 
the moſt certain. The Conſequence of 
it, God knows, is great and ſtrange, and 
therefore our Thoughts upon it ſhould be 
the moſt conſtant as well as the moſt ſo- 
lemn! 'Tis a Theme we ſhould ever be 
intent upon, and carry the Thoughts of 
Death along with us thro all the ſeveral | 


— of Life. 


* 


nay the greateſt in the World ſure, if we 
do but conſider the Aglvantages that never 
fail to attend Ref 
portance as theſe, © - FoR 


Tris we yy Reaſon N to do, 


ons of ſuch vaſt Im- 


a 
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'F on kuh, ſuch cee Thoughts 
of Death cannot but ſhed ſuch a bleſſed 
Influence on the whole Tenor of our 
Lives, as to make'em regular and pious, 
and as muchas poſſible conformable to 
the ſacred; Rules of the Goſpel. ” Good 
and holy Meditations are moſt certainly a 
mighty help and furtherance to- a good 
and religious Life. He that generally 
gives himſelf to think well, is very rarely 
apt to do ill: Such a Man's Life corre. 
ſponds to his Thoughts, and for the moſt 
part he. acts as well as he thinks. And 
what better, what more affecting Thoughts 
can a Man poſlibly entertain, in orderto 
make him the more careful and ſolicitous 
for his Soul's welfare, than the awful Ap- 
prchenſions of his approaching Diſſolu- 
tion? Such deep and ſerious Thoughts as 
theſe, ſtrike an immediate kind of Terror 
upon the Soul itſelf, and when a Man 
gives encouragement to em, he can (el 


. or never act with a careleſs Indiffe- 
52 C3 rency, 
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rency, nay not without a great and con- 
ſcientious Concern; For who can ever 
at the ſame time have Death in his Eye 
and Sin in his Heart! Who, I fay,. can be 
ſuppoſed to have angther World in view, 
and at the ſame time to live as if in this 
World only he had hope, and ſo truly to 
make himſelf of all Men the moſt miſe- 
rable? No ! he thar firmly believes, and 
often reflects upon another State, tannot 
but by neceſſity of conſequence live 
well in this. A ſtedfaſt Belief, and a 
conſtant Expectation of a Change, will 
without diſpute extort from us a due Pre- 
pararion for it. Nature and Inclination 
ſtrongly move us to prepare out ſelves 
for thoſe things which we are fully per- 
ſuaded within ourſelyes will unavoida- 
bly befal us. When Balaam began to 
be ſenſibly touch'd with the badneſs of 
nis o Condition, then he could no-“ 
longer forbear, but earneſtly and paſſſo- 
nately cried out, Let me die the Death 
of 'the Righteous,” and let my laß End 
| 9 L | * 4 be 
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be like his. Tis very frequent, we find, 
that the worſt of Sinners, when they come 
to die, ſeem heartily: ſorrowful for their 
paſt Impieties. And what can we ima- 
gine the Reaſon to be that they were not 
ſo before, but that they did not conſider 
before, as they ought 'to have done, the 
Certainty of their latter End, TY 


WuzN they come fo near it, they 
then believe it indeed, and ſo become ſo 
ſorrowful for what they have done amiſs, 
But would not the Conſequence of their 
Belief, in reſpc& of Sorrow for their 
Sins, have been the ſame, had they but 
had the ſame ſtrong Belief ſooner ? Nay, 
and their Sins, as is moſt probable, had 
ncither been ſo many, nor ſo great; ſo 
that they might then have coinforted 
themſelyes, when leaving this World, 
With greater and ſecurer hopes of Pardon 

in another, A timely Conſideration. would 
produce the fame Effects as à late one 
doth 3 and by that Men would really be- 
C 4 come 
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come a8 good, as by this they oft win 
they had | "pg It makes em conſider 
the Vanity of the preſent World, and 
the meer Ewptinels and Unſatisfactori- 
neſs of all things in it. It makes em 
truly ſatisfied that in this Vale of Miſery, 
no true, no laſting Joys are ever to be 
found, that there is nothing here but 
Labour and Sorrow, and Vexation of 
Spirit. And ſo it plainly conyinces em 
of the Sintulneſs of Sin, and that in the 
End there is no Pleaſure; no Peace to 
the Wicked and Impenitent; and theres 
fore they reſolve to fix their Hopes 
in another World, where true Tf, are 
ſure to be found, g 
TAE Condition of the ga: and 
unthoughtful would indeed be Ko ill 
Caſe, if when the y died their Souls 
mould melt into yo ſoft Air, And Con- 
ſcience and all things elſe were then t to ter: 
minate with them, and they were ro have 
by mote Ne at i, ; 105 were 0 be 
(BET! 5; t wiapp'd N 
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wrapp'd up again in their primitive No» 
thing, But alas! inſtead. of this they, 
will find to their ſad Experience, that 
when Man's Work is done, he is to re- 
ceive his Wages according as his Work | 
has. been, cither good; or bad... Since 
therefore, either an Happy or a Miſerable 
State after this Life muſt be our aſſign d 
Portion in the next, according to our 
Behaviour here; what a matter of great 
Importance is it, that we be ſure to take 
ſuch care, as that we may ſafely avoid 
this, and aſſuredly attain to that! And 
that we may be the better able to do this, 
how nearly concern'd are we always to 
think of that Time, when it ſhall be "out. 
Lot to change our Condition in this Life, 
either for the one, or the other, and th 
to all Eternity? This one would think 
ſufficient (if nothing elſe could be ſo) to 
keep in our Minds the Thoughts of our 
final Change. For whenever we conſider , - 
Lexiouſiy that we muſt die, and that after 
* Death we mul 8 come to Judg. 
Þ b en 
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ment, we cannot certainly but inſtantly 
reſolve to live in ſuch a conſtant View 
of Death, as that when we depart hence, 
we may be received into the Joy of our 
Lord hereafter. If when we go from 
hence, we muſt give an Account heteaf- 
ter (as we certainly muſt) for what we 
have done in the Body, tis undoubtedly 
the greateſt piece of Prudence for us, 
conſtantly to think, while we are in the 
Body,of that time when we muſt be forc q 
to part with it. And this it will be our Pru- 
dence to do, not only becauſe it may 
make our Lives the more Religious, but 
becauſe morcover ſuch a timely Conſide- 
ration of our latter End, will afford us 
Peace of Conſcience while we live in 
this World, and immortal Glory when- 
ever we enter into the next. | 
"Wa AT greater Satisfaction can we, 
have whilſt on this ſide the Grave, than a, 
good Conſcience | And how can we bet 
ter, expect to haye a good Conſcience, 
than 
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than by living as we ought to do? And 
what Motives can more ſtrongly engage 
us to live as we ought to do, than frequent 
Reflections upon our latter End! Our fre- 
quent Thoughts of Death will make us 
always prepare ourſelves for it, and ever 
live in ſuch a State as we ſhall never fear 
to die in. And when we live in ſuch a 
State, how happy muſt we be in all the 
various Changes of Mortality? All things 
will run ſmoorh and caſy to us, and not- 
withſtanding all the Troubles and Fä- 
tigues, the Spight and Malice, Cruelty aud 
Oppreſſion of an ill- natur d World, fer 
none, however our Liberties and Proper- 
ties may ſuffer, can baniſh Happineſs ftom 
our peaceful Souls, whilſt thus we'te- 
main ſerenely bleis d With a clear Con- 
ſcience, void of Offence towards God dr 
Man: Nor doth our Happineſs, When 
under ſuch Circumſtances, ceaſe here 3 
but when we draw near the Confines of 
Death, When we come upon the very 
Brink of Mortality, then, even then, 
when 
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- when Comfort is moſt neceſſary, it will 
. Rill be even then the neareſt and ſureſt 
o us. For what alas ſhould make 
us then afraid to dic ? Should the Sins 
and Miſcarriages of our paſt Lives! 
Theſe, as we have long before con- 
ider d and repented of em, can be no 
mighty Trouble to us then. Should the 
Fear of another World? That can't be a 
-ſurprize to us, for by commonly think- 
ing of Death, we ſhall then be prepar d 
for it. Should the Powers of Darkneſs 
(hich perhaps are never more buſy than 
at ſuch a time) and the Temptations and 
Illuſions of Satan (which are probably the 
.greateſt at the laſt Conflict) ſhould theſe 
make us die with Fear and without Com- 
Fort? No, for as we have before made our 
Peace with our God, we ſhall then have 
the Conſolation of Chriſt to refreſh us, 
and bleſſed Angels round about us to 
ſtrengthen and defend us, to miniſter pro- 
N Per Aids andComtorts to us, to drive * 

a | the 
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the Spirits of darkneſs from hurting us, 
and to bear away our departing Souls to 
the bliſsful Regions of Happineſs, to the 
general Aſſembly of the firſt-born that 
are written in Heaven, and to the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect. 


Ir may now, I know, reaſonably be 
expected, that, before 1 diſmiſs you, I 
ſay ſomething relating to our deceaſed 
Brother; ſince to be ſilent herein, would 
not only be ungrateful, but unjuſt too, 
The Acquaintance I had with him myſelf 
is indeed known to be but of late, and 
that in the Extremity of his Sicknels. 
All the Converfation we ever had, was 
only ſach as paſs d at the Viſits which my 
Duty obligd me to make him: And 
tho' the Converſation which at thoſe 
Times happen'd, was, by reaſon of his 
great Indiſpoſition, but very ſmall, yet 
ſo good was it, that one might plainly 
diſcern him to have been not only out- 
wardly, and by meer Profeſſion (as ſome 
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it may be are) an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, 
but according to the moſt Catholick and 
Fundamental Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion, a ſtrong and ſtedfaſt Member, 
a ſincere and pious Preacher of the moſt 
True and Pure Church of God, the Church 
of England. Much more, I acknowledge, 
might be added to this purpoſe wasI not 
aſſur d from the deareſt of his Relations, 
that he always entertain'd an Averſion to 
Harangues of this nature, and therefore 
by her (his mournful Relict, I mean) ſtrictly 
enjoin d, in this reſpc& to proceed no 
further. | 


Tux only thing remaining then, that 
I ſhall obſerve to you, is, That he was very 
apprehenſive of his approaching Diſſolu- 
tion, and not unwilling to undergo the 
Change. So that, according to the 
Words of the Text, he was wiſe, for he 
underſtood this, and did conſider his 
latter End. May all therefore here pre- 
ſent be ſo wiſe too, as to underſtand and 
5 con- 
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conſider the ſame thing. And then after 
our departure out of this World, we fhall 
know neither Sin nor Sorrow more, but 
Fulneſs of Joys, and uninterrupted Plea- 
ſurcs tor evermore. . | 


T o which State of Bliſs and Happineſs, 
God in his own due Time bring us all, for 
the Sake of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; to whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be render'd and aſcrib'd, as is 
moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe, Glory, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both now 
and for evermore. Amen, Amen. 


Salva- 


Jalvation not attainable by the Merit of 
Works, but only by a lively Faith in 
the Merits of the Redemption that is 
in Chriſt : 
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Ps AL, XXXIV. ver. 22. 


The Lord redeemeth the Soul of his Ser- 
vants : and none of them that Aae in 
0m ſhall be deſolate, 


0 very ſubject are Things and Pers, 
ſons in this Life to Inconſtancy and. 


Alteration, ſo various and different 
are the changeable Poſtures of human Af- 
fairs, ſo ſlippery and liable to ſeveral 
Turns and Viciſſitudes is the State of the 
beſt and braveſt of Men on Earth; that 
ſurely it was the great and peculiar End e 
of all-wiſe Providence, thus to have or- 
dered the manifold Changes and Chances, | 
of this World, that we ſhould nar place 
our Confidence in ſublunary Things, 
which are ſo fleeting and tranſitory 3 ; but 
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that we ſhould fix our Affections upon 
Heavenly. Things, which are, incflantly, 
; laſting. and permanent. The Sun-ſhine of 
our Proſperity frequently appears dazling 
and glorious in the Morning, when its 
bright and pleaſing Luſtre is ſurprizingly 
_ eclips'd by the Clouds of Adverſity before 
Noon, and fully ſet at Night. Some 
from the meaneſt Extraction may very 
unexpectedly be rais'd to the higheſt Pina- 
cle of Dignity, and then from thence tum 
ble into the loweſt Abyſs of Infamy. A 
Rural Swain may be made a Prince, ind 
that Prince may as ſtrangely be reduc'd "i 
gain from the Throne to the Dunghill. 
One day a Man may be honourably 
crown d with the glorious Enſigns of Vic 
tory.and Succeſs, and loaded with all the 
Royal Favours of a grateful Court; and 
ſoon after all, either thro Envy or Jealou- 
ſy, be driven and baniſh d from that very 
Court, which ſo lately. care(s'd. him, and 
ſo be inviron'd and ſurrounded both by 
Foreign and Domeſtick Focs. 


D A. 


* 


, Hor. 25 

DAVID the Son of Jae, is n 
from keeping his Father's Sheep to defend 
and teſcuc (as it prov d) Sauls Army; and 
for the Victory he gain'd over that mon- 
ſtrous, defying Philiſtine, Goliath, is juſtly 
received into the King's Palace, and mar- 
ried to his Daughter. The Shepherd is 
made a Prince and a General. And as 
thus throè the continued Prudence and 
Succeſs of his Conduct, he advanc d high - 
er and higher in the Eſteem and Favour of 
the People (the People eſteeming him a 
bove Saul himſelf) ſo on the other hand 
ke equally loſt the Reſpects of his Father 
in- Law, who fearing that inſtead of the 
Scrip, he ſhould be array d with the Roy»: 
al Robes (as he after wards was) and grows. 
ing jealous, leſt his new / General ſhould: 
become King, peremptorily reſoly/d' his) 
Death; and notwithſtanding his endea- 
vours to eſcape his outrageous Fury by 
Flight, in an hoſtile. manner he purſuet 

1 place to place, till at laſt hes 
2 D 3 os drove 
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drove him out of his Dominions, even in- 
tothe Court of Achiſb. 


Tus he to whom the People ſo 
lately ſang, Saul has lain his thouſand, 
and David his ten thouſand, as he was 
flying one Enemy, was forc'd into the 
Arms and Power of another. For this 
Achiſb (into whoſe Court David had thus 
betook himſelf) was the Abimelech of 
the Philiſtines, (their Kings being ſo ti- 
tled) or King of Gath, which was the 
Place that the great Goliath, whom he 
had ſome time before ſlain, came from, 
David then by avoiding one Enemy, 
finding himſelf fall'n into the hands of 
another, and underſtanding that ſome: of 
Achiſh's Courtiers or Servants ſuſpected 
him to bethe Perfon who had kill'd their 
Champion, and inform'd their King of 
it, as you read 1 Cam. xxi. ver. 10, 1 1, 12, &c. 
began to be afraid, and to conſider what 
to ſay or do upon his Examination, What 
Method to take, or what Stratagem to 

uſe, 
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uſe, in order to free himſelf, if poſſible, 
from the Dangers he but juſtly IE. 
ed. 


AN p as when the Caſe appears the 
more imminently dangerous, Mens Reſo- 
lutions concerning it ſhould be the ſpeedier 
and quicker, ſo David immediately re- 
ſolved to try one Expedient; which was 
to change his Behaviour before the King 
and his Servants, and with a careleſs Air, 
but a well · manag d Preſence of Mind, to 
pretend the want of it; and the Expedient 
prov d ſucceſsful. For the King perceiv- 
ing his ridiculous manner of Geſture and 
antick Motions, and taking him to be 
really what he only was ſeemingly, re- 
proves his Informers, orders him to be 
turn'd out of his Houſe ; and ſo David 
accompliſh'd his deſir'd Deliverance by a 
wiſe Counterfeit of Madneſs. 


Bur altho' by this cunning, bur line: 
cent Rn, as it was the means by which 
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David obtain'd his wiſh'd-for End, yet 
was he not wanting to aſcribe the happy 
Effect of it to God's ſpecial Providence ; 
and therefore he compos'd this Pſalm (of 
which my Text is the concluding part) 
as a pious Ode of Thankſgiving to God 
for this his remarkable Eſcape from 
Achiſb, the King, or the Abimelech of 
Cath. 


In which Pſalm the Royal Pſalmiſt, we 
may obſerve, firſt praiſeth God himſelf, 
exhorting all good Men to do ſo likewiſe, 

for all Mercies and Bleſſings received: 
And then, from the Inſtance of his own 
Deliyerance, upon his Truſt in God, for 
Which particularly he is here giving 
Thanks, he proceeds to ſhew at the latter 
End of the Pſalm, that tho the Righ- 
teous be liable to Sufferings, as well as 
the Unrighteous, yet there is a great diſ. 
parity bet wixt the Effect of the Sufferings 
of the one and the other; that tho per- 
” haps the Wicked may not be ſo frequently: 
1 © bhp * 
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afflicted as the Godly, yet Affliction 
ſhall overtake em at laſt; and that when 
it doth, it ſhall be greater, and they ſhalt 
ſink and pcriſh/ under the inſupportable 
Weight of it. For Evil, ſingularly, as 
Dr. Hammond obſerves on this place, 
and as the P(almiſt tells us, ver. 21. ſhall 
ſlay the Wicked, and they that hate the 
Righteous ſhall-be deſolate. But on the 
contrary, the Godly, who truſt in the 
Power and Goodneſs of God, tho“ they 
be frequently viſited with many Afflic- 
tions in the Plural, (for many are the Af 
fiiftions of the Righteous, as you read, 
ver.:19.) yet they ſhall however, by his 
ſpecial Grace and Favour, Power and Mer- 
cy, be redeem'd, from them all. For, T rn a 
Lord redeemeth theSoul of his Servants: 
and none of them that aus in him hall- 


beheſolares Swart dw ni nig | 
Won! | T 10 1 0 
* my following: Reftedions upon. | 
vie . 1 ae ere G 
1 Ne Yo ib2mma; un u in 


"ob: — I. WHrar 


4 A FUxE RAL SERMON 


I. Wnar is plainly imply'd in the Text, 
ſeil. That not only the Ungodly, but even 
Godly Men are liable to Afflictions. For 
they muſt neceſſarily labour under them, 
before they can be delivered or Nog ee 
from em. 


n waar i poſitively affirm d, ſtil, 


That to be God's Servants, and to truſt in 


him, is the beſt Method to procure Deli - 
verance, or Redemption from Afflictions. 


The Lord redeemeth the Soul, &c. 


III. I ſhall beg leave to conſider the 
Word render d [ Redeemeth} in the Text, 
tho' perhaps it means only a Temporal 
Redemption in this Place, as relating 
more particularly to a ſpiritual Redemp- 
tion; in which ſenſe I have ſome reaſon 
to imagine, that ſhe, to whom we are now 
paying our laſt Religious Reſpects, under- 


ſtood it, from the Diſcourſe which paſs d 


bet wirt us immediately before and after 
ſhe 


q—k„ be + Mis 
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ſhe told me ſhe made choice of theſe 
Words for this Occaſion. 


AND then, laſtly, I ſhall ſhut up the 
whole with a ſhort Account of the Life 
and Death of the worthy Gentlewoman 
whoſe Funeral we are now attending. 


FrnsT then, I ſhall obſerve what is plan 
ly implied in the Text, That not only be 
Ungodly, but even Godly Men are liable 
to Afflictions. For they muſt neceſſarily 
labour under em, before they can be deli- 
ver'd or redeem d from em. 


Ix we conſider the ſeveral Calamities 
and Troubles, which the whole People 
of the Fews (not to deſcend to particu- 
lar Inſtances of em) frequently labour d 
under, who were the peculiar People of 
God, and Types of the Chriſtian Church; 
if we travel with them thro their Wilder- 
neſs of Affliction, and trace them thro 
We dir Captivities, even to their * 

x 
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ral Deſtruction, we may be abundantly 


convinc'd that God's Choſen ate ſubject 
to God's Trials and N N R 

n 
B 1 it . be aid babes; theſe 
iy d under the ſevere Rigour of the Law, 
we under the milder Diſpenſation of the 
-Goſpel. "Tis true indeed, we have infinite 
reaſon to make our humble Acknow- 
ledgments to Heaven for the happy 
Change. But however this new Cove- 
nant of the Goſpel is ſo far from ſetting 
us out of the way of Afflictions, that it 
rather intitles us to them. And there- 
fore indeed one main End of it is not to 
divert the Stroak, but to cure the Wound; 
not to ſecure us from, but with Chriſtian 
Patience, and a due Reſignation to ſtreng- 
then and ſupport us under our Troubles, 
with ſtedfaſt Hopes of certain Deliverance 
at laſt. Thus our bleſſed Saviour aſſures 
his Diſciples of a Crown and an exceed- 
ing Weight of Glory; but as preparatory 
to 


45 
to theſe, he firſt enjoins em to take up 
his Croſs and follow him. In the World, 
ſays he, you ſball have Tribulation, but 
be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
World. John xvi. 3 3. qu. d. « You my Diſ- 
ͤciples that have embraced my Doctrine, 
« muſt not flatter your ſelves with vain 
£ Hopes of being treated according to your 
* Deſerts ; you muſt not expect kind En- 
cc tertainment from the Men of this World. 
ff They were not civil to the Maſter, and 
ce if they ha ve done theſe things in the 
green Tree,what ſhall be done in the dry? 
*« But bear up, let not the inconveniency of 
« a ſhort Journey to a long and bleſſed 
« Home ſtartle you. I have ſhewn you the 
« way to conquer, having in ſpight of all 
« their Malice obtain'd a Kingdom; and 
t you may be ſure, if I reign, you ſhall 
* reign alſo,” g 
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Ap accordingly we find the Ads 
ſtles rejoicing indeed; but it was for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe they were 

- counted 


46 ; A FUNERAL SERMON 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his 
fake. 


Nor is it truly in the leaſt inconſiſtent 
with Divine Juſtice, whatever ſome may 
vainly and impiouſly imagine to the con- 
trary, for God to viſit his Children with 
his fatherly Rod of Correction; and that 
particularly for the following Reaſons, as, 

Firſt, to keep them on their Guard. 
Sccondly, to take off their Affections 

from things below. 

* "Thirdly, for the Example of others, to 
excrciſe their Patience, and prove their 
Sincerity. 

And laſtly, becauſe this Life is not the 
proper Stage for Rewards. 


Tus then, and for theſe. Reaſons, 
are godly Men liable to Afflictions; for 
they muſt neceſſarily labour under 'em, 


before they can be deliver'd or redeem 6 
from em. 


Bur 


** 
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By T this leads me to confider, 


IL WHrar is poſitively affirm'd in 
the Text, ſcil. That to be God's Ser- 
vants, and to truſt in him, is the beſt Me- 
thod to procure Deliverance and Redemp- 
tion from Afflictions. 


SHADRACH, Meſbech and Abed- 
nego choſe rather to be caſt into the fiery 
Furnace, than not to ſerve their God ; and 
truſting in him amidſt the raging Violence 
of the ſurrounding Flames, were preſerv 4 
unſing d. 


DANIEL, for his Faith and Obe- 
dience, though forc'd into the Lion's Den, 
remain'd ſafe and ſecure from the uſual | 
mercileſs Fury of thoſe Beaſts of Prey. 


OBEDIENT and patient Fob ſaid / | 
though God ſhould . ſlay him, yet woul 


he truſt in him, notwithſtanding th 
wickec 
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wicked Suggeſtions of the Devil and his 
Wife; and the latter End of Jab, we find, 


even as to temporal Affairs, was s better 


than his Beginning. 


Patience, and the Proof of our Sincerity, 
for the Example of others, God may at- 
flict thoſe whom he loves with temporal 


| Suffcrings and Troubles; yet if they re- 
tain their Integrity by a ſubmiſſive Obe- 
dience to Him and his Laws, having a 


faithful Confidence in his Power and 
Goodneſs, he will in his due time aſſu- 


5 | redly deliver them. 


WuEN the Ends for which God af- 
flicts his Servants are anſwer'd, God will 
ben put an end to their Afflictions. 


AND none can beider anſwer the 
Ends of Affliction, than by coming up to 


the Terms required by the Evangelical 
Covenant, which are Faith and Obedience. 


bo n | An D 
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AND therefore whoſoever under any 
Calamities whatever continue their Obe- 
dience to God's Will and Precepts, and 
truſt in his Power and Goodneſs to relieve 
and redeem them, will moſt certainly 


find their expected 1 1 Redemp- 
tion. | 1 N * 


IJ 1 #1Head; as "th; as: the former, 
ecu Time permit me, I muſt own; 
might be more largely inſiſted at als 
more en illuſtrated. 


% | Ine 
2 4 9 ; 


aÞs r not to awell any longer hers 1 
mal, 589 911: 3 1514 
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UI. Und ure to e essa We wal 
render'd LRedeemet h] in the Text, tho 
perhaps it means only a temporal Re- 
demption in this place, as relating more 


particularly to a ſpiritual Redemption 
in which Senſe I have ſome reafoir"ts 


Magie that ſhe, to whom we are now 
E paying 
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paying our laſt Religious Reſpects, under- 
ſtood it, from the Diſcourſe which paſs d be- 
twixt us immediately before and after ſhe 
told me ſhe made choice of theſe W. 
for this cram, 


r . Lb 
mention'd in the Text in a ſpiritual 
and evangelical Senſe, we may draw 
the following. Obſervation from it, in 
oppoſition, to the,crroneous Doftrines of 
the arrogant Papiſts, ſcil. That tis only 
a lively Faith in the Redemption that is 
in Chriſt, and that tis not of our ſelves, 
or by virtue of our own Works and 
Merits, that can give us true Peace of Con- 
ſcience when we come to dic, and inti- 
tle to W Salyaziog aer our 10 
. 263 ni CG SWN SNA 


* 821 


obs ws conſider whom the Lord in che 


Text in Laid to cedeem, i. e. Who: ate to 
have the Benefit of our Saviours Redemp- 


tian. we may eaſily find they ate thoſe 
Sk who 
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who are his Servants and truſt in him. 
To be his Servants, impliesObedience;and 
to truſt in him, implics Faith. And Faith 
and Obedience is What is called a lively 
Faith, which, as the Apoſtle tells us, Gat. 
5. ver. 6. worketh hy Love; i. e. a Faith 
productirc of good \ Works. 04 pole 7 

Tus is the Faith ſpoken of by the 
Author to the Hebr. c. ii. ver. 6. without 
which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. For 
as St. Fames faith, c. ii. ver. 17,26. Faith, 
Vit hath not Works, is dead, being alone. 
For as the Body, without the Spirit, is 
dead, ſo Faith without Works is dead 


aiſo. * 9 


Bur then tho Good Works are a 
diſtinguiſhing Fruits. of a true and lively 
Faith, and are pleaſing and acceptable to 
God in Chriſt, yet we ſhall never be ac 
counted Righteous before God, for, ur 
own Works and Fan be they ne- 
ver ſo Great el ao 
n 17 FOR 
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FOR if we pretend to be ſay d by our 
own Works, we mult live i in a perfect u 

ſinning Obedience to all God's Com- 
mands, and intirely agreeable to the Ri- 
gour of the Law. For if we fail in the 
leaſt Point, we become guilty of the 
whole; and the leaſt Breach, according 
to the Law of Works, is ſufficient to 
damn us, and to put us under the bitter 
Maledi&ion of Heaven. And for a Man 
in his laps'd, degenerate, and I may ſay im- 
perfect State, 10 arrive at a State of Per- 
fection, as it is a meer Contradiction i in 
Terms, ſo it is in the higheſt degree vain, 
becauſe utterly and abſolutely impoſſible. 
And therefore ſurely it is that the Apoſtle 
argues, Gal. iii. 10. As many as are of the 
Works of the Law, are under the Curſe ; 
for it is written, Curſed? is every one that 
X continueth not in all things which are 
Written in the Bool of the Law ta do 
them. Whence it is evident, that the 
Apoſtle concludes all who pretend to 
fulfil 'the Works of the Law under. the 


Curl of the Lay, becauſe the Law te- 
quires 


* 


en Mrs. CL 0PTOR. "$3 


quires univerſal Obedience. And why 
ſhould he then conclude all who pretend 
to fulfil the Works of the Law underthe 
Curſe of the Law, becauſe the Law re» 
quires univerſal Obedience, but that be- 
cauſe univerſal Obedience cannot poſſibly 
be perform'd by Man ? The force of the 
Apoltle's Argument is plainly this: If 
they Who ſeek to be fav'd by their Works 
are oblig d to keep the whole Law (as 
moſt certafüly they are) and if it be im- 


poſſible for us to keep the whole Law (as 


moſt aſſuredly it is) and if we fall under 
the Curſe of the Law (as it is poſitively 
declared we do) upon the leaſtDelinquen- 
cy, or by the leaſt Violation of the Law; 


then it is v we ſhouts 18 en by 
our Works.” 


WE 318 » Olo 4120 
A ND indeed: were it cpoſlible for usto 
23 a perfect Obedience to the Law of 
Works, yet would our Works even then 
be far from metiting our Salvation. For 
as it is our Duty, ariſing from ſeveral Ob- 
ligations, to live in all Reſpects as agree- 
E 3 ably 
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ably to the Will of God, and to avoid 
Sin as much as may be ; ſo ſuppoſing that 
eyen from out Birth till our Death we 
could perſevere in a perfect and unſin- 
ning Obedience, yet then what ſhould we 
do more than what, were it poſſible for 
us to do, we ought to have done? Andif 
at the beſt we do no more than our Du- 
ty, and what we ought to do, how un- 
teaſonable is it to imagine that we hayc 
the leaſt Claim to Merit? For when we 
have done all thoſe Things which are 
commanded us, we haye too great reaſon 
to ſay, as our Saviour himſelf gives us to 
underſtand . (Luke xvii. 10.) Me are ftill 
_ but Unprofitable Servants. But alas! ſo 
fat are we from coming up to the height 
of our Duty, that we fall infinitely ſhort 
of it, and therefore ſure are far from de- 
ſerving by our Works thoſe bleſſed Re- 
wards which the Son of God, Chriſt Je- 
ſus, by his Merits and Satisfaction hath 
purchaſed for, and promis d to all ſuch as 
with a lively Faith truſt in him. For as 


on Mr. CLOPTON, 5 
the Apoſtle tells us, Nom. iii. ver. 19. 
20,21, 22, 23, &. Now we know that 
what things ſoever the Daw ſaith, it ſaith 
to them who are under the Law, that br. 
ry Mouth may be ſtopp d, and all the 
World may become guilty before God. 
Therefore by the Deeds of the Law there 
fall no Fleſh be fſtified in his ſight. But 
now the Reghteoufneſs of God without 
the Law is manifeſted, even the Righ- 
reouſneſs of God, which is\by Faith in 
Jeſus Chrift unto all, and upon all them 
chat believe. For all have ſinned and 
come ſhort of the Glory of Gad, being 

fuftified freely by his Grace, through the 
Redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt, whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a Prapitiation 
through Faith in his Blood. Where is. 
boaſting then ? It is excluded. By what 
Law? of Works? Nay, but by the Law 
of Faith. Therefore we ronclude, that a 
Man i {s juſtified by Faith, without the. 
You'd the Law. | | 
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fended by the firſt Adam's: Violation of 
the Law, by which all Mankind was ren - 
der d obnoxious. to its dreadful Curſe, is 
now, by the ſecond Adams unſinning 
Obedience to the Law, together with the 
voluntary Submiſſion of himſelf to the 
maledictory Sentence i in our ſtead, and 
for our ſakes, fully Gatisfied ; and we by. 
a faithful Apprehenſion of the Mercies of 

50d, through this Satisfaction made by his 

on, are thereby become free from the 
Curſe of the Law, i. e. from the Guilt of, 
and Puniſhment due to our Sins, and put 
into a ſtate of Salvation. For Chriſt, faith | 
St. Paul, Gel. iii. 13. hath redeemed r 
from the Curſe of the Law,, being made. 4 
Carſe for us ; for it is Written, Curſed 5: is. 
every one that hangeth on a Tree. By 
which we arc fully aſlured, that Chriſt hath 
diſcharged all truc Belicyers from the Ob. 
ligation to Puniſhment, and hath loos d 
all the Bonds and Chains of Guilt, ſo 


that 


VS a 
** 
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that the Curſe of the Law. hath nothing, 
ang. ſhall have nothing to do with them 
for ever. The way and manner by which 
Jeſus, Chriſt: hath effected all this for us, 
was by his being made a, Curſe for us; not 
that Chriſt was made the very Curſe itſelf, 
or changed into a-Curſe 3 but he took the 
Curſe upon himſelf; our Sin became his, 
by a voluntary Suſception of the Puniſh- 
ment, and Chriſt underwent that Death, 
the Death of the Croſs, which by the 
Law was accurſed, to free us from the 
Curſe of the Law: as Chriſt was made 
Sin for us, ſo he was made a Curſe for us. 
Now he was made Sin not by contracting 
the Guilt of Sin, but by ſuffering the Pu- 
niſhment of Sin; ſo he was made a Curſe 
by eee Rf ths Deathy whe the de 
ſtiles rand. i; TH Rt 5 


* 5 therefore we cannot an live- 

up to the exact Rigour of the Law, but 
our Obedience at beſt will be imperfect, 

and . let us do what we can, we do 
but | 
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but our Duty, nay, and even fall infinitely 
ſhort of doing that; we are therefore ſo far 
from having any Grounds or colour of Rea- 
fon to impute any Righteouſneſs to our 
own Works, ot to fancy that by the Metits 
of them we ſhould obrainSalvarion,thar,on 
the contrary, it is ſafficiently evident, that 
had it not been for the innocent Life, and 
voluntary Death (i. e. the Redemption) of 
our Saviour Chriſt, by which he fulfilled 
the whole Law for us, ſatisfied Divine Ju. 
ſice, and ptocured our Pardon thro a 

_ lively Faith in him; we had for ever been 
left in an rr tome State of — Mi- 
ſery. 


How unreaſonable and vaim is it then 
to think any thing well of our own 
Works ? How juſtly thankful ought we 
ever to be to God for his Mercies, and our 
Saviour's Merits ? By the Merit of our 
own Works, we cannot poſſibly be faveds 
by Faith in the Merits of our Saviour we 
undoubtedly ſhall. And tho perhaps we 
have 


my 
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have been notorious: Sinners, yet by true 
Repentance, and a lively Faith in the 
Mercies of God: thro Chriſt, we may 
juſtly apprehend the Vietue and Denon 
our. Reba Lan 3 


TAE is bal Vl that can poſſibly tend 
more to the real Happineſs of Man in this 
Life, than a Quiet Mind and a Peaceable 
Conſcience. And nothing can ſo com- 
pleatly give us a Quiet Mind and a Peace- 
able Conſcience, as Pardon of Sins, and 
Hopes of future Glory. And what can 
adminiſter greater Confidence, and bettet 
Teſtimony. of the Pardon of our Sins 
to our Coniciences, and dart into our 
Souls ſtronger, and more \ invincible 
Hopes of | heavenly Glory, when we 
depart this Life, than a ſpecial and parti- 
cular Application of the Promiſes of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus to TILE | 


Of 


"Tuzzn FOR E, auh the Apotite 
Rom: 5. Ver. 1,2« Being juſtified by Faith, 


— 


G60 A FUNERAL SERMON 


wwe: have Peace with God thro our 
Lord Fefuis Chriſt,” by whom alſo we 
have acceſs: by Faith into this Grace, 
wherein we ſtand and rejoice in Hope 
of the Glory of God. And not only ſo, 
but we glory in T. RY dug ver. 3. 


1 


7 dach in grochalabdds in Hiedven! . 
twixt God and all Perſons whatſoever 


juſtified by Faith. The Enmity betwixt 
God and ſuch Souls being taken away, 
they feelingly perceive the inward Satis. 
faction of a gracious Abſolution. And 
then well may they rejoice in the Hope 
of the Glory of God, believing it to be 
ſure and certain, and even glory in Tri- 
bulations alſo. Being thus ſtrengthen'd 
with a full Aſſurance of Faith, and ſup- 
ported by the enlivening Evidences of an 
acquitting, abſolving » Conſcience, they 
may even with St. Paul deſire to be diſ- 
ſolved, and be with Chriſt, and pray that 
he would haſten his Kingdom, and ſhort- 
ly accompliſh the number of his Ele&; 


they 
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they may undergo the Agony of Death 
with Patience, Comfort and Confidence, 
commit their Souls to God, as unto a faith- 
ful Creator, a moſt gracious Saviour and 
Redeemer; and then bow their Heads, and 
breathe out their laſt with Hopes full of 
Immortality and Glory. | 


For the Lord redeemeth the Soul 
F his Servants : and none of them that 
truſt in him ſhall be Helene. 1 
I ſhould now with a fore Words of 
Exhortation have diſmiſs'd you, and cas d 
your Patience, which I doubt I have too 
much preſs d upon; but that I am oblig d, 
not only in Gratitude, but Juſtice, to beg 
the favour of your further Attention, and 
to exerciſe your Patience yet a little more, 8 
whilſt I ay ſomething relating to the wor- 
thy Character, and give you, ſome ſhort 
Remarks upon the Life and Death of , 
e Siſter. r en OT Ha) 
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Tux Gentlewoman whoſe Funeral we 
are here now met to ſolemnize, is of 
noted and diftinguiſh'd Extraction, de- 
ſcended, as moſt, if not all, of you know, 
from an antient and honourable Family 
of this County. So conſpicuouſly did the 
moſt valuable and remarkable Qualities of 
the Gentlewoman appear in her, that 
whenever ſhe appear'd herſelf, ſhe could 
not conceal them. That ingenuous Can- 
dour, and moſt agrecable Familiarity, with 
which ſhe always bchav'd in Company, 


was ſufficient to ſhew her Birth, without 


the formal ſhew of Arms. And her Per- 
ſon, as it well deſervd, fo it always re- 
ceiv'd a great Reſpect, if not Reverence, 
from all her Acquaintance: And yet as 
great as the Reſpect was, which was paid 
her by moſt, yet few could ſhew her 0 
much (all Things conſider d) as was due 
to her, and none more. The more Per- 
ſons knew her, the more they muſt admire 
her: Their Admiration would increaſe 

oy with 
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with their Acquaintance; and whoever 
could fall out with her, could not but fall 
out with themſelves afterwards for doing 
ſo. Her Parts and Endowments, both 
natural and acquir'd, were ſuperlatively 
extraordinary; and I hope, as I have truth 
on my ſide, without offence to any I 
may ſay, ſhe was the Ornament and Mir- 
ror of her Sex, and for Knowledge and 
Underſtanding might vie with moſt of our 
own. Her Apprehenſion was quick and 
lively, her Fancy bright and polite, her 
Memory good and perfect, and her Judg- 
ment ſtrong and maſculine. She was not 
a ſtranger to the Languages, or ignorant 
of ſome of the Sciences; and as for Di- 
vinity, ſhe had made it ſo much the ſtudy of 
her whole Life, that ſne grounded herſelf 
fo well in the Fundamental Principles 
of the Chriſtian and Catholick Faith, be- 
ing able to defend them, or any other 
controverſial Points of Religion, againſt 
any Oppoſers whatever, with that Strength 
of Reaſon, and other weighty Authori- 
44 2 tles, 
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ties, as well as that undeniable one of 
Revelation, that ſne was very capable, 
whenever requir'd (as St. Peter exhorts 
all to be, 1 Epiſt. chap. iii. ver. x5.) and 
teady always to give an Anſwer to every 
Man that would ask a Reaſon, of the 
Hope that Was in her, tho with Meck- 
neſs and Fear, or, as it is in the Margin of 

the Bible, with eee 0 
By 1 what. above] al Was moſt com- 
mendable and: praiſe-worthy in her, was 
her ſtrict and moſt exemplary Piety. Her 
\zcalous Practice of Religion, which re- 
quires not only our Encomiums, but our 
Imitation, was exactly conſonant to her 
zealous Principles. Like holy David, as 
vou read, Pſal. xxvi. ver. 7, 8. that 'ſhe 
might ſnew forth the Voice of Thankſß- 
giving (for a good and joyful thing it was 
with her to be thankful) and tell of all 
God's wondrous Works, ſhe lovd the Ha- 


bitation of his Houſe, and the n . 
226 %o ne nes 
a . Aue 


AN D as David was a Man, ſo ſhe wah 
a Woman after God's own Heart: 
A os Attendance ſhe FO" bad, 
VT hilſt Health would permit her, to all the 
ſacted Ordinances, Prayers, Sermons, Sa- 
craments, and all the inſtituted Mead of 
Grace and Salyation: Like Auna the 
Propheteſs, Luke ii. 37. ſhe departed not 
from the Temple; i. e. ſhe neglected not 
the Temple, but ſery'd God with Faſtings 
and. Prayers night and day. It was not 
only a much greater Benefit, but à much 
greater Pleaſute and Satisfaction to her 
to be in God's Houſe than her own : Not 
that we may, or can juſtly ſuppoſe, thar 
ſhe, who embrac'd all Opportunities ſhe 
could of worſhipping God in the publick 
Church, would fail to perfotm her private 
Devotions at home; and the more retit d 
Duties of the Cloſet. And the ſatne Mo- 
tives, I doubt not, which induc'd her to 
behave herfelf thus piouſly towatds God, 
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induc d her likewiſe to carry herſelf in all 


reſpects charitably towards her Neighbour. 
She would willingly forgive all Injurics ſhe 
receiv d, tho' ſhe would not willingly give 
any. She was free from that too modiſh 
Vice of Cenſure and Reflection; ſo far 
from being forward to ſpread the evil 
Reports ſhe heard of others, that ſhe was 
backward to believe em: Being good 
herſelf, ſhe was willing to believe, at leaſt 
to hope, her Neighbours were ſo too. But 
if ſhe were convinc'd of the Errors and 
Faults of any under her Care and Autho- 
rity, ſhe could friendly adviſe, and gently 
admoniſh, with a tender Affection, with- 
out a reproaching Paſſion :: Nay, and to 
prevent the growth of Evil, as much as in 
her power lay, ſhe would often inſtru 
the Ignorant in the Nature of their Duty, 
and plainly ſhew em the Obligations they 
lay under to the performance of it, and 
the mighty Difference between Good and 
Bad, in regard of the Conſequences atten- 
ding each ORE. Nor did her Charity 
conſiſt 


i ; 4 


; 2 
on Mrs, CLOP TON:. 567 

conſiſt- only in Words and Inſtructions 
(tho' that is a good and neceſſary. kind of 
Charity too) but in liberal Gontributions 
to ſupply and relieve the outward,Exigen- 
cies of the Poor and Needy: All moral 
Virtues, all Chriſtian | Graces join'd to 
compleat the Saint, and gloriouſly ſhone 
in her. Her Victue was ſingular, her Pa. 
tience inſuperable, and her Humility deep. 
For notwithſtanding all her great Accom- 
pliſhments, ſhe was as meek and lowly 
in her own Eyes, as ſhe was deſervedly 
great in other Peoples: And tho', if ever 
any meer humane Being might plead Me- 
rit, ſhe might; none in this Age perhaps be- 
ing more free from Sin than herſelf; yet 
ſme ſo far diſclaim'd all Merit of her own, 

that even in the Extremity of her Sickneſs | 
ſhe complain'd of nothing but her Sins 
and Infirmities, pray ing earneſtly that God 
of his infinite Mercy would be graciouſly 
pleas d to pardon em for the Merits and 
Interceſſion of her Saviour and Redeemet 
Ehtiſt. 0 | 
: F 2 ä 
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HER Confidence was ſolely and brave- 
ly fix'd in his effectual Satisfaction, by 
virtue whereof ſhe had not the leaſt Fear 
of Death, but with an undaunted Chri- 


ſtian Fortitude met the King of Terrors 


without any Terror, and freely reſign d up 
her Soul to God who gave it, ſtedfaſtly 


| believing that the Lord redeemeth the 


Soul of his Servants: and that none of 


them that truſt in him ſhall be deſolate. 


T x v s Pious was her Life, thus Happy 
was her Death: She livd belov'd, and 


died lamented by all that knew her. 


HaAviNc thus given you a faint and 
haſty Draught of the Character of one ſo 
Good, fo Great ſhe cannot be flatter'd, 
and of whom I have ſaid too little, not 


being able to ſay enough, much leſs too 


much: 


J n 


" 7 
» 2 i Pr — * ja * * * 7 
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To Conclude all then: We bleſs thy 
Holy Name, O God, for this, and 
all other thy Servants departed this 
Life in thy Faith and Fear Be- 
ſeeching thee to give us Grace ſo to 
follow their good Examples. that 
with them we may be Part akers of 
thy Heavenly Kingdom. Which 
God of his Infinite Mercy grant we 
may all be, for the ſake of his Jon 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom 
with the Father, &c. 


#2 | The 


- 
. do 
3 6 
hes 
- 
= 4 . 
Li = 
* 
8 * 
. » . 
« n : A 0 
0 « . * = 2 o * : » 
65 - * : Fa 
: * * * 
- 
> * 4 * 
- * 
* 4 4 3 
1 * : 
o : L , 
* = * % 4 « 
* — * 
, 5 E = 
| * * . * 
» * = * * * 4 N o a 
a we. i 
2 k 4 $ 
2 A wt 4 
* pop ox i 
. A 4 
: 4 is 
N "hes xt » a 
o * 
ff. ” * 2 % 
# # - * $ * — 
+4 * 
- . 
” - 
n * 8 ” 0 
a jg >. 
* * 4 
* \ 6.2. ” 
3 14 . 
> * _ 24 _ 7 
; Y a 4 
- — 2 | ; 
% . ! 
4 „ . 4 * 
22 P £ 0” Fs ” l 
F * +> 4 : 
* ? I \ — 3 E Fd : - , 
„ 9 . * T4 - 1 K — 
: . T w 4 „ ; F * t v. 
| ” £ r 1 : 
; * 
% & . 
* 
Fi l 
: k 8 . 5 IT... . 7 4 "FP" 
"I OT — "Its * q hs \ 4 . ; 2 : \ OT n 
15323 — 6 


FI 


, 


The Brevity, Vanity, and ſeveral Tron- 
bles of Humane Life conſider'd, with 
ſome few Directions humbly propos d 

to render it more Eaſy and Comfortable 
than otherwiſe it would be : 


— 


IN THREE 


SERMONS 


On Occaſion of the Death of the Rey* 
PHIL IT EGERTON, D. D. the 
late Rector of A/tbury and Chriſtleton. 


Who departcd this Life, Feb. 2 1. 1725. 


Preach d at Chriſtletun. 


By JOHN THOMAS M. A. 
Curate of Chriſtleton, and Miniſter of 


Ince. 


| Publſhd a at the Requeſte of the Veſtry. 
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PS A L. XXXIX. ver. 6. 


Surel ly every Man walketh in 4 vain 
f ws. he ſurely they are difquiered. 


* * — of 


H E Royal Pſalmiſt moſt criondhy 
conſidering, and ſolemnly con- 
templating the Brevity of hu- 

mane Life, and the Vanity of Man him- 


ſelf, finds him ſo Frail and Impotent in 9 


Nature, and ſo uncapable of true and 
laſting Happineſs here, that he not oni 


ronounces him miſerable and vain, but 


Vanity itſelf in the Abſtract. And though 
indeed he be Deputy-Governour of the 
World, Maſter and Lord of all Crea- 
tures and Things in it, though he hath the 
greateſt ſhare of Happineſs allow'd him of 
any other created Animal here bele Fh) 
Jet v when we vw a full Nene of His 
W v whols 


? 
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22 hole Life, ſet the real Brevity and Va- 


nity of it altogether before our Eyes, and 
lay all his frequent Cares and Troubles 
to open View, we ſhall find abundant 
Reaſon to make the ' ſame Concluſion 
with the Pſalmiſt in the, Words of the, 
Text, Surely every Man walketh in 4 
vain ſbew : ſurely they are diſquieted. 
la my following Reflections upon n 
* 4 1 te Th 1 


4 


—_— 


| 1 Thiigenceal wi, med * of 
" humane Life, accordingly; as we find, 
both abundantly ſet forth to us by ſeye, 
ral other Metaphors in the Holy Scrip- 

tures, as Well as thoſe particular ones by 
which they are anſwerably repreſented to 
us in the Text, as a Walk ina vain Shew, 
—Surely. 0 wolketh i 6 vain 
. „or 1 ,71 ni oa L 275 2 


; 1. "_ i conſider the common Trays 


. bles, Vexations and Diſappointments in- 


75 eldent to Mankind in this World, couch'd 
under 


dee De. EGERTON. 55 
under theſe latter Words of the Text, 
N They are al Meta. 15 

Ill. And laſtly, I ſhall make ſome Re- 
Aeftioieupbh both theſe Heads, and ch- 
deavour to lay down 4 few 'Rules, by a 
due Obſervance of which we may in ſome 
"meaſure be able, I hope, to make Life, 
tho not leſs tranſitory, yet leſs vain than 
it commonly i is, to mitigate the Troubles, 
Vexations and Diſappointments incident” 
to us here below, and to ſupport out- 
ſelves under em in ſuch a manner, Is | 
may render this Life more caſy and com · 
fortablet ter us $ than orherwiſe 3 it would be: 


Finsr l mall koltget che genetal 
2 97 and Vanity of humane Life, a8. 
cordingly as we find both abundantly” fer 
forth t to us by ſeveral other Metaphors in 
the Holy Sctiptures, as well as thoſe par- | 
"ticular ones by which they are anſwera- ; 
| bly repreſented to us in the Text, as 2 
Walk in à Vain ä 

© 


[ 
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1 Mop hath no Reſt, no ſertled Plan- 
tation here; Je have here no abiding 
City, faith the Apoſtle. We are conti- 
nually walking on, no ſtay or reſpite ; 
but, however we are buſied, Life haſtes 
away; no Art or Rhetorick can perſuade 
its ſtay, or Force conſtrain it. As in a 
Walk every Step we tread brings us near- 
er to our Journey $ End, ſo in our Life, 
every Year, Month, Week, Day and 
Hour brings us ncarer to our approaching 
Diſſolution. Death divides the preſent 
Hour with us, and what is ſpent cannot 
poſſibly be recall d. Many indeed are at 
their Journey's End as ſoon as they are 
well ſet out, and in a manner drop from 
the Mother's Womb to that of the Earth. 
And though moſt have a longer Conti- 
nuance upon this Stage of Life, yet alas 
they ſoon act their Parts, and ſo walk off 
too; for they who live the longeſt, live 
as it were but a little while, being here to- 
4 and gone to-morrow, The D 


1 
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our Age, faith David, are but threeſtore 
Tears and ten, and though Men be ſo 
ſtrong that they come to fourſtore Tears, 
yet is their ſtrength but Labour and Sor- 
row, ſo ſoon paſſeth it away, and we | 
are gone, Pſal. xc. 10. 


THE Life of Man at beſt is but a ſhort 
Walk ; his Time is computed to our 5 
hands. Man, faith Job, that is born of 
a Woman hath but a ſbort time to live; p 
and though his Life may ſometimes con- 
tain a larger allowance of Days, or | 
Months, or Years, yet thoſe are ſtill ſhort, i 
and limited by ſome ſuch like Epithets or | 
other. If Jacoò numbers out his Time | 
by Years, yet they are for the Number 

few, and thoſe few evil too. Few and 
Evil, ſaith he to Pharaoh, have the Mi 
Tears of thy Servant been. Gen. xlvii. 
Moſes, the reputed Author of the goth 
Pſalm, doth not give it ſo great an AE 
lowance; tis but Days with him: Teach 
E. O Lord, ſaith he, to number our 
Days, 
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Days, for we fade away ſuddenly like 


the Graſs, in the Morning tis green 
and grows up, but in the Evening tis 
dried up, cut down, and witherd. So 


that one Day, or piece of a Day, we find, 


is enough for the Growth, the Cutting, 
the Dry ing, and the Withering of it too. 
And yet in the very ſame Pſalm he con- 

tracts it ſtill ſhokter, for tis but as 4 
. atch in the Night, ver. 4. which with 
the Zews was only three or four Hours at 
moſt : And we may obſerve, tis a Watch 
in the Night too; even ſuch. is our Life 
full of Darkneſs, Ignorance and Obſcu- 

rity, being oblig'd to grope our Way in 
Vncertainties and Errori- 


Us 


38 IN, hotell us, "tis a Tale As: 
ic told, ver. 9. which is commonly nei- 
ther long, nor certain ; and yet, we ſee, 
a Talc, and a Tale not telling, but told; 
is too much to meaſure Man's Life by, 
vyhich is rather ſaid to be gone than going, 
for we are gone as a Tale that is told. 

| re by The 
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The learned Dr. Hammond upon this 
place obſerves, that the Word ſignifies 
either a Thought or Speech, and being 


here uſed to expreſs the ſhorteſt Duration 
imaginable, it may moſt probably ſignify 
a Thought, as that which alone is quicker 
than a Word is ſpoken. When the La. 


tins would expreſs the greateſt Swiftneſs, 


they do it by difo citius, and by this 
* Caſtellio, and ſo likewiſe f Junius and 
Tremellius have choſen to do it here. 
We end our Years ſooner than one can 
ſpeak ; and that ſure is almoſt as ſoon as 


one can think. 


O ux Breath is in our Noſtrils as on 
burniſh'd Steel, which only doth appear 
and vaniſheth away; or as dry Stubble, 
or ſome ſuch combuſtible Matter, which 
is ſcarce ſooner Flame than Aſhes. 


— ͤ — — 
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Finimus annos noſtros dicto eitius. Caſtl. 
+ Dies noſtri—dicto celerius efluunt, manentque irre vo- 


THE 


1 e, e 


Tar Holy Scalpeures furniſh us with 
abundant Varicty of Compariſons, which 
very lively and fully expreſs the ſhortgels 
of our Lives. Let us but conſult Holy 
Job a little, and he'll ſoon acquaint us with 
thoſe which are wonderfully quick, and 
moſt anſwerably ſwift and flecting indecd. 
His Days, faith he, are ſwifter than a 
Meaver s Shuttle, Chap. vii. ver.6. a thing, 
when uſed, ſwift indeed and reſtleſs too, 
toſs d backward and forward, ſcarce ſoon. 
er out of one hand, but in the other. 
But, as if he were till ſhort of it, in the 
next Verſe, he bethinks himſelf of ſome- 
thing more- adequately ſwift. than that 
too: O remember, ſaith he, that my 
Life is Wind, a thing much ſwifter than 
the ſifteſt Shuttle, a thing ſo excceding 
ſwift, that e cannot poſſibly perceive 
its Motion. Our Life is Wind indeed ! 
Wind for the ſwiftneſs of its Paſſage, and 


Wind for its uncertainty like wiſe. 
_— 


$4 
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"DAVID calls it a Span; nay he 
reduces it to nothing. My days, ſaith he, 
are nothing in reſpect of thee. Plal. xxxix. 
ver. 6. And how, truly, ſhould a Man be 
a Thing that ſhould laſt long, ſiuce he 
conſumes, as Fob tells us, as 4 rotten 
thing; chap. xiii, ver. 28. For Man is cer- 
tainly ſo frail and fading, his Conſtitu- 
tion ſo infirm and corruptible, that tho 
he ſhould not be violently forcd from 
Life, yet there is ſomething in himſelf 
that will naturally and certainly cauſe 
him to decay and die. As in a Garment, 
according to Jobs and the Pſalmiſt's Si. 
militude, ob, ut ſupr. Pſal. xxxix. ver. 1 1. 
there is ſomething in the Materials 
which natutally breeds Moths to corrode 
and devour it; ſo in Man, in this fatal 
State of Sin, there are two fruitful Sceds 
of Corruption to vie aud ee 
el Ding 
St gane this Gee What 
a (nas Lifet chap. iv.ver: 4. And immedi- 
G „ dee 
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ately anſwers it; It is even a Vapour that 


appeareth for a little time, and then va- 
niſheth away, A light thing indeed! It 
hath rather Appearance only than Being : 
and that Appearance too only for a ſhort 
Time, and then it vaniſheth away. And 
yet morcover of this ſhort Time very 
little may properly be calPd Life, if, with 


| the Szoick, we diſtinguiſh betwixt Life 


and Being. A Man may have been very 
long in Being, and yet have lived but a 


very little while, 2 


Bur to go on; The witty merry 


N Grecian Lucian makes Charon, in his 
Diſcourſe with Mercury, to compare 


Man's Life (ſo plain and remarkable is 
the Brevity and Vanity of it) to Bubbles 
on the Water ; ſome whereof, being 
ſmall, break quickly and are inſtantly 
diſſolved. Some again, by the addition 
of others, grow. bigger, and ſwell into 
ſome little height; but, becauſe all are 
Wind, theſe cer long burſt too. So are 

| | the 
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the Lives of Men, ſaith he, puff d up with 
Wind; ſome with lets, whom the rough 
Hand of Death ſeizes on in the very 
Porch and Entrance of Life: ſome with 
more, which make ſome ſhort conti- 
nuance, but however, in a little while, 
they vaniſh and diſappear allo; 


Bur we need not borrow IIluſtrations 
from humane Authors; for were we but 
as apt to learn this Leſſon, as the Holy 
Ghoſt has been to teach it us, we could 
not poſſibly be ſo very unmindful of it 
as we generally are. For what thing ſo 
fooliſh, ſo trivial, ſo inconſiderable, ſo 
deſpicable, ſo mean, ſo vain, whereunto 
he hath not compar'd it? Tis often in o- 
ther places of Scripture, beſides this of 
my Text, call'd a Shadow; Our Days, 
faith Job, are as 4 Shadow upon the 
Earth, chap. viii. ver. 9. Now a Shadow 
at the beſt is but a vain and tranſitory 
Thing, without Solidity, without Sub- 
ſtance. 205 | 

Hs G 2 Tux 
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Tax Joys and Pleaſures of this Life 
being variable and inconſtant, are there- 


fore juſtly to be compared to a! Shadow 
that remaineth not. For it is truly ob- 


ſerved that a Shadow is deceitful : * He 
that lays himſelf down to ſleep ſe- 

curely, under the cool Shade of ſome 

ſpreading Tree, will ſoon find that the 
Shade will be gone and deſert him, as 
the Sun moves, and leave him to the in- 

ſufferable Violence of its ſcorching and 
burning Beams. Jonah, no doubt, re- 
ly'd too much on the Shadow of his 
Gourd, or elſe he had never been ſo pet- 
tiſh at the withering of it, as we find he 
was. Now our Lives, it muſt be allow 

ed, arc more deccitful than the Shadow 
of Jonabs Gourd ; for that had but one 


rs 


bk af 9 * 


Umbra denotat malefidam ſtationem & protectionem 


tugacem, nam qui ſub umbra dormit, Fer ſtatim, 
atque traditur radiis ſolis. Pin. 


Worm 


on Dr. E GEATON. 25 


Worm at the Root, but this Shadow 
of Man's Life hath God knows how 


many. 


T HE Increaſe of our days certainly 
produces a neceſlary Decreaſe of em, and 
the longer we have liv'd, the leſs we 
muſt. The greateſt certainty we have of. 
Life is, that it is uncertain, which rather 
feems to Be than Is, it is ſo quickly gone 
and Is not. So that there is no more 
depending, or'fixing upon our Days, than' 
there is upon Shadows, which, when 
they are longeſt, ſuddenly ſet in Dark- 
nels, And fo. we, when at our height, 
in the bloom and vigour of Youth, in our 
full ſtrength, when our Breaſts are full 
f Milk, and our Bones moiſtened with 
Marrow, oftentimes ſuddenly ſet in the 
Darkneſs of Death; Job. xxi. 23, 24. 
Thus you have feen what a meer piece 
of Vanity a Shadow is, and from thence 
may learn the Vanity of humane Life, 
1 Holy Dauid calls 4 declining, 


G 3 and 
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and Job, a flying Shadow. Pfal. cix. 23. 
Job xiv. 2. 


SOMETIMES the Holy Spirit compares 
Mankind to Graſs. The Voice ſaid cry, 
and be ſaid, what ſball Tcry ? All Fleſh is 
Graſs, and all the poodlineſs thereof is 
as the Flower of the Field. The Graſs 
withereth, the Flower fadeth. Iſ. xl. 6, 7. 
Behold here then theVanity of Man :What 
he? He is but Graſs; and what is his 
Glory, his Goodlineſs, but the meer 
Beauty of this Graſs? Tis but a Flower, 
a- periſhing thing in truth! The one will 
quickly wither, the other quickly fade. 
In a Flower, 'tis true, many things may 
be conſider d and admired too, ſtil. its 
Colour and Beauty, its Smell and its 
Uſe. But in which of theſe do we re- 
ſemble it? Alas! its Fragility or ſhort Du. 
ration is what we chiefly parallel. It may 
be further obſerved, that the Prophet adds 
as a Flower in the Field. A Flower in 
the Garden is commonly defended with 
| more 
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more Walls and Hedges, cheriſhed with 
more Warmth and Heat, and preſerved 
with greater Care and Safety than a Flow- 
er in the Field, which is expos'd to all 
the Dangers imaginable. The Sun may 
parch or wither it, the Winds blaſt it, 
the Froſts nip it; the Snow may kill it, 
cach wanton Hand may rudely pluck it 
thence, and every heedleſs Beaſt unknow- 
ingly may lick it up, or tread it down. 
But ſuppoſe it ſhould eſcape all theſe 
Violences; yet it is a fading Flower, it 
will no ſooner bloom, but droop and 
pine, and ſurely rot away upon that 
very Earth which firſt produc'd it. 


SOMETIMES our Life is ſaid to be a 
Dream. Man, ſaith Fob, ſhall fly away 
as a Dream, and ſball not be found, yea 
he ſball be chaſed away as a Viſion of 
the Night; Job xx. 8. What more 
vain and idle than a Dream? What more 
uncertain than a Viſion in the Night ? 
a yet we are not only a Dream, but a 


G 4 flying 


88 A FUNERAL SERMON 


flying Dream, and a tranſient Viſion; 
which cannot be found. Proper and ſig- 
nificant Metaphors theſe indeed! For the 
agrecable Things we dream of ſeem in- 
deed to afford ſome kind of Pleaſure, 
ſome glimmerings of Delight whilſt the 
Dream laſts; but yet when tis done, we 
are never the better for em, nay, rather 
the worſe, being vex'd perhaps at the 
unhappy diſappointment of wanting in 
Reality what we had only in Imagination. 
So likewiſe the higheſt Per fections of Na- 
ture, and the moſt deſirable and pleaſing 
of ſenſual Gratifications, as Strength of 
Body, Brightneſs. of Soul, numerous 
Friends, Power and Authority, High Ti- 
tles and untold Riches, which, as the 
Pride and Glory of Life and State, all 


Mankind in general, in one reſpect or o- 


ther, ſet their hearts upon, and place 
their confidence in, do but the very ſame, 
are chiefly imaginary, and, in like man- 
ner with Dreams, equally vain, unable 
to Sire us true * laſting Health and 

Happi- 


2 
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Happineſs even in this World, to ſecure 
us from Danger or Death, and therefore 
of themſelves much leſs able to make us 
eternally Happy in the next. As then 
all Mankind, either in one reſpect or o- 
ther, are vigorouſly purſuing, and eager- 
ly bent upon ſome or other of theſe 
Things, which cannot by their own 
Virtue or Power preſerve our Lives here, 
or our Souls hereafter, or make us truly 
Happy, either in this or the next Life; 
we may well ſay, ſurely every Man walk- 
eth in a vain Shew. Alas, tis not ſo much 
real Happineſs we enjoy, as the fantaſtick 
Dream of it, which brings ſome dim im- 
perfect Glimpſe of Satisfaction, from the 
ſenſual Amuſements of this Life. But 
when this Dream of Life is done, we are 
not the better for em, but the worſe. 


' AN hungry Man, ſaith the Prophet 
Iſaiah, dreameth and behold he eateth ; 
but he awaketh, and behold his Soul is 
empty and a thirſty Man dreameth, and 
| behold 
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behold he drinteth; but he awakeWand 
behold he is faint, and his Soul hath ap- 
petite. If. xxix, 8. The fainting Sto- 
mach ſoon perceives the meer Deluſion, 
and fully diſcovers the ſuppos'd Satisfac- 
tion to be but a deceiving Dream, termi- 
nating in flatter ing Vanity * 


Bur to what needleſs purpoſe do JI en- 
deavour to prove that vain, which the 
Holy Spirit of God hath ſo frequently 
call'd by the Name of Nn itſelf ? 


LE ＋ me alone, ſaith Job, far my 
Days are Vanity; Job vii. 16. And 
holy David in the fifth Verſe of this 
Pſalm, out of which I have choſen the 
Subject of this Diſcourſe, hath carried 
his Thoughts of the Vanity of Man, to. a 
much more extenſive Degree, ſaying, And 


verily every Man * is altogether 
ag 


13 
SOME 
„* 
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SOME Men perhaps may be ſo, (may 
ſome ſay) though nor all. For what are 
the Great and Learned, is Quality and 
Majeſty, and all Vanity? Yes, all and e- 
very Man living; the Braveſt, the Wiſeſt, 
the Richeſt, and the Greateſt, even every - 
Man living, take him at the very belt, 
he is Vanity; and not only ſo, but even 
altogether ſo too. Here is no exception 
of Perſons, for tis every Man; none of 
Degrees, for tis altogether ; none of 
Vanitics, for Man is not a ſingle Vanity, 
but the beſt of Men is every Vanity; for 
verily every Man living is altogether Fa- 
nity. Thus far Holy David. And his 
wiſe Son Solomon is not one jot behind 


him: For Man with him is Vanity * 
Vanities. 


SURELY we are gone to the utmoſt 
length now; for whither can we fear go- 
ing further ? Can any thing be more 
vain than Vanity ? Alas! we find there 

| may 3 
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may ; and that Man, though of the 
higheſt Degree, is that Thing too! Tis 


the Royal Pſalmiſt's Declaration, Surely 


Men of low degree are Vanity, and 
Men of high degree are a Lye: to be 
laid in' the Ballance they are n 
lighter than Vanity. PC. xii. 9. 


'Warar a poor Thing is Man then, nay 
Men of high Degree too, that being 
weighd with Nothing, are too light ? 
Nor is it a Grain or two, or any ſuch ſmall 
thing they want, which might make them 
Weight; but they are altogether — 
than Vanity. 


AnD now what is Man, O Lord, that 
thou remembreſt him; or the Son of 
Man, that thou regardeſt him: 


Bur having thus ſufficiently, I hope, 
conſider'd, Firſt, the general Brevity and 
Vanity of humane Life, accordingly as 
We find both abundantly ſet forth to us, 

a by 
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by ſeveral other Metaphors in the Holy 
Scriptures, as well as thoſe particular 
ones by which they are anſwerably re- 
preſented to us in Text as 4 Walk in a 
vain Shew : Surely every Man walketh 
in a vain Shew : 


Iſhould proceed now to conſider, 


- SECONDLY, The common Troubles, 
Vexations and Diſappointments incident 
to Mankind in this World, couch'd un- 
der theſe latter Words of the Text 
Surely they are diſquieted. 


Bur of this, and what further remains, 
I ſhall ſpeak, God willing, at ſome other 
Opportunity. 0 


CoNsioER now therefore what has 
been at preſent delivered unto you; 
and the Lord Feſus increaſe your Under- 
ſtandings, to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be render d and 

aſcribed, 
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: aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, 
Praiſe, Glory, Might, Majeſty, Domi- 
nion, and Obedience, both now ns for 
evermore. Amen. 
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5 PSALM XII. Ver. 6. 


Surely every Man walketh in a vain 
Shew : ſurely ins are diſquieted. 


CN a 1 Diſcourſe not very long, 
ſince, upon theſe Words, I propo- 
ſed to er, 


Finsr, the general Brevity and Vani- 
ty of human Life, accordingly as we find 
both abundantly ſet forth to us by ſeveral 
other Metaphors in the Holy Scriptures, 
as well as thoſe particular ones by which 
they are anſwerably repreſented ro us in 
the Text, as—a Walk in a vain Sew. 
Surely every Man  walketh in 4 van 
Shew. 
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| $8convL.r, the common Troubles, 
Vexations and Diſappointments incident 
to Mankind in this World, couched un- 
der theſe latter Words of the Text; 
ſurely they are diſquieted. 


THIRDLY, to make ſome Reflections 
upon both theſe Heads, and to endea- 
vour to lay down a few Rules, by a due 
Obſervance of which, we may, M ſomt 


meaſure, be able, I hope, to make Life, 


tho' not leſs Tranſitory, yet leſs Vain 
than it commonly is; to mitigate the 
Troubles, Vexations and Difappoint. 
ments incident to us here below, and 
ſupport ourſelves under em in ſuch a 
manner, as may render this Life more 
caly and comfortable to us than other- 

wiſe it would _ A 8 


Bor having already fully conſidered 
the firſt of theſe Heads, I am now in or- 
der led, 
* SE- 


* 
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- SyconDLY, to conſider the common 
Troubles, Vexations and Diſappoint- 
ments incident to Mankind in this World, 
couch'd under theſe latter Words of the 
Text; ſurely they are diſquieted. | 


Tun remaining part of the Verſe, 
which immediately follows this latter 
part of the Text, and concludes it, feems, 
I acknowledge, chiefly to limit and re- 
ſtrain the Senſe of the Diſquietudes of 
Men mention'd in the Text'only to the 
Vanity of their Purſuits after Riches, 
which, when they have amalſs'd never ſo 


vaſt an heap of, they will ſoon be ſeparated _ 
from, and cannot tell whoſe they ſhall Wot 


long be afterwards. 


Fon whenever it — our ſad Mis. 
| fortune (as ſometimes it has proved, and 
God only knows how ſoon, or how long 
it may ſo prove) to groan under the hea- 
y Yoke of Perſecution or Captivity, or 
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whenever the grand and univerſal De- 
ſtroyer of Mankind, whether we will or 


not, robs us of our Friends, Parents, or 
Children, divorces us from our Conſorts, 


and comes to demand, arreſt, and un- 


controulably to take away even our ve- 


ry ſelves; whenever, I ſay, any one or 


more of theſe, or ſuch doleful Circum- 
ſtances happens to be our Lot, (and ſuch 


our Lot will frequently happen to be, as 
ſhall be further obſerved hereafter) what 
little Satisfaction, what poor Comfort 
will the rich Stores of our uſcleſs Txes- 
ſure afford us then? 


How. great * our Eftates may be, 
and whatever vaſt Command of Money 


we may have, yet 'twill all be little e- 


nough, (or rather too little) to ſatisfy the 


ambitious Views of an uſurping Con- 


queror, whenever tis our great Unhap- 
pineſs to fall into his violent hands. 


AND 
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Ap tho we ſhould be never ſo cer- 
tainly ſecured from the mercileſs Deſigns 
and uſual Fury of ſuch a lawleſs Oppreſ- 
ſor, or from the calamitous Conſequen- 
ces of the maſterleſs Power of Fire and 
Water, or any other permiſſive, but 
rare and infrequent, Severities of Provi- 
dence ; which, like thoſe that befel 
Job and Nebuchadnezer, whenever they 
happen (though God be thanked they but 
ſeldom do) may ruin and deſtroy all 
we have in the World in an inſtant; yet 
tis beyond all manner of contradiction 
undeniably certain, that that impartial 
and unavoidable Enemy of Human Race, 
Death, at one time or other will fatally 
attack, even the moſt proximate and be- 
loved Members of our own Bodies and 
Blood, in all our ſeveral ſucceſſive Ge- 
nerations. And tis but an equal hazard 
whether the apparent Hopes of our Fa- 
milies, the intended Heirs of all our Sub- 
ſtance, or we ourſelves are ſnatched a- 
1979 3 way 
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way firſt, And if, according to the more 
regular Courſe of Nature, it happens to 


be our own Turn to fall firſt, yet we 
know not but that the very next in Blood 


to us, may become of all others the ve- 


ry next Captives of the inſatiable Grave 
and ſo in a very ſhort time all the Riches 
and Honours, thoſe tranſitory frail No- 
things, which we ſo vainly buſted” and 
turmoiled ourſelves to collect, we muſt 
ſuddenly part with, and know not who 
ſhall long poſſeſs them after us. So that 
when a Man hath run through all the in- 
defatigable Labours of Acquiſition, and 
hath nothing viſible to interpoſe betwixt 
him and his Enjoy ments, yet even then 
he is uncertain, not only whether himſelf, 


but whether his deſigned Heir, or a Stran- 


ger and an Enemy, ſhall poſſeſs all at laſt : 


' = He cannot tell who ſhall gather the 
Fruits of his Labours into the Barn, or 


enjoy them if he has placed em there 
himſelf. For the ſame unexpected Fate 
_ attended the — Fool in the 

ä | Gol- 
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Goſpel, Luke xii. 19, 20, &c. may at- 
tend every ſuch like Fool yet, who builds 
his Hopes, as he did, as high and large as 
his new-built Barns, ſinging this tempo- 
rary Requiem to his deluded Soul, Soul 
thou haſt much Goods laid up for many 
Tears ; take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and 
be merry : and God may literally verify 
the Parable, and fay unto him, Then 
Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall be re- 
quired of thee : then whoſe ſhall tho 
things be, which thou haſt provided'? 
Thou haſt heaped up Riches, and knoweſt 
not who ſball gather them. 


Bur as I have not taken this Pare of 
the Verſe into the Subject of this Trea-' 
tiſe, I ſhall add no more touching this 
Point in particular ; but ſhall chuſe to 
paſs on to ſpeak chiefly to the Troubles, 
Diſquietudes and Diſappointments at- 
tending humane Life in general. ö 
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Wr are all, I preſume, ;experimental-. 
ly convinc'd, that we are even uſher'd 
into the Theatre of this World, not on- 
ly with the Sorrows and Pains of the 
Mother, but likewiſe not without ſome 
certain Pains, and very precarious Dangers | 
attending our own ſelves too. We cannot 
ſurely but know very well from the com- 
mon condition of others, born ſince we 
arrived to any competent degree of Know. 
ledge, what hazardous D. ſorders our ten- 
der Infancy expoſes us to, that we are 
capable of little or no Happineſs as ſoon 
as brought forth; but that, on the contra- 
ry, molt generally, as ſoon as ever we 
enter upon the Stage of this Life, we be- 
gin to act our Parts of that continued Tra- 
gedy, which we muſt go through with, 
and in which we ſeldom meet with any 
extraordinary Interludes of true Satisfac- 


tion, between the very firſt and laſt Scenes 
of it. 


SORROW. 


N 
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SoRROW indeed ſeems eſſential to the 
very Beginning of our Beings; but Plea- 
ſure, tho' little as it is which this Life 
intitles us to, lies more imperceivably 
dormant, and doth not make ſo early and 
quick an Appearance to the ſame firſt 
beginning ſtate of our Infancy as Pain 
makes. 


Wir the firſt Language of our young 
"early Tears, and infant Cries, we ſeem 
with a doleful Reluctance to lament our 
Exiſtence, and regret our Nativity, and 
not only feelingly to expreſs the unknown. 
Anguiſhes and Ailments of our tender 
Condition, but alſo prophetically to give 
foreboding Signs of enſuing Troubles and 
Diſquietudes, even ſome time before the 
ſlow. Proſpect of any real Joy and Com. 
fort in like manner does, or can, begin 
to open unto us. 


So 


1 
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S o that one would be ready to think 
Nature is thus forward to make us in- 
ſtantly ſenſible of Sorrow, in order to 
give us, as it were, a fore-taſte of the fu- 
ture and greater Vexations we ſhall cer- 
tainly have in the World hereafter: and 
that ſhe's tardy to ſuggeſt to us the like 
view of Comfort attending this Life 
(there's ſo little to be had here) and there- 
fore we thus naturally ſhew theſe more 
immediate Symptoms of the former, than 
we do of the latter. | 


Tus, in ſhort, Troubles are the ſure 
Conſequence of our Nativity, and Miſe- 
ry is the certain Effect of our very Con- 
ception; for the Fruits of Sin are Woe 
and Miſery: and in Sin, faith holy Da- 


vid, hath my Mother concei ved me, 
Pſal. li. 5. 


ANp when from the impotent lame 
State of Infancy, Nature leads us on into 
| ſome 
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ſome farther, tho very imperfect, Degrees 
of Life; and when the Sun of latent 
Reaſon begins in ſome little meaſure to 
peep thro' the original Clouds of our Un- 
derſtanding, and to diſplay to. our Souls 
ſome more advantageous and brighter 
Rays of Light than thoſe we received at 
firſt ; yer-we muſt indeed acknowledge, 
that all the little Pleaſure we can have 
then, only is, vainly to weary, and buſi- 
ly tire ourſelves with idle Toys, and 
by making thoſe Things our greateſt Sa. 
tisfaction, which, in a ſhort time, we be. 
come aſham'd of ourſelves, Nor indeed 
is it when we are Children only, that we 
ſpeak as Children, underſtand as Children, 
and think as Children, as St. Paul re- 
marks it, (1 Cor. chap. xiii.) as upon him« 
ſelf z but our idle Cares and vain Deſires 
too commonly adyance cqually with our 
Years; and few, very few there be (tho 
all ought to be ſo) who are ſo Wiſe and 
Good, even when Men, as to ſpeak as 
Men, and to act as Men, and with the 
wh - es | ſame 


1 
1 
i 
| 


x 
N 
1 
. 
| 
11 
| 
j 


= = _ 3 
r —i.n ⁵ 


—— — 


— "Xi -© 


— — 
Co 


— 
_ _ — 


— 


— 2 — —_ 
- — 2 


i 
|| 
| 
1 
9 90 
S, 
i 


ö 


1038 AFUNERALSERMON 


ſame Apoſtle to put away chli 
Things. 


WE cannot indeed deny but that it is 
too common with us (God knows) when 
we live to grow older, and arrive to a 


perfect State of Manhood, even then 


fondly to buſy and hurry ourſelves with 
laborious Purſuits after Riches, Pleaſures, 
and Honours, the unſatisfactory Amuſe- 
ments of this World. And we general. 
ly teaze, and chafe, and fret ourſelves 


prodigiouſly upon any little croſs Occur- 


rence whatever, that may thwart or im- 
pede ſuch our Deſigns, tho' only relating 
to things ſcarce leſs vain and toyiſh than 


thoſe we were as ſillily pleaſed with, and 


labour'd after in our more tender Years, 
when meer Children. Inſomuch that 
the Works of Men (as one well obſerves) 
are nothing in the World at beſt but the 
little Progreſs and Improvement of Chil- 
drens Errors. 


AND 
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Ap what if our thin Thread of Life 
ſhould hold out any great while longer, 
and we come to labour and droop un- 
der the heavy burthen of old Age, then 
ſhall we become more miſerable than c- 
ver, and be reduced to greater Vanities 
and Vexations than thoſe of our former 
Childhood. For what Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction can we poſſibly have from the 
moſt admir'd and belov'd Objects of any 
ſenſual Gratifications whatever, when our 
Animal Spirits are ſpent and waſted, and 
our Blood, which once boil'd vigorouſly 
in our youthful Veins, is quite ſtarved 
and congealed; when all the Faculties of 
our Soul, and our outward and inward 
Senſes are worn out and ſtupified ; when 
our Sight and our Memory forſake us, and 
our Limbs fail us; when we have loſt all 
Taſte and Reliſh, being become inſenſible 
of every thing almoſt, unleſs of Pain and 
Sorrow, and are no more inclin'd than 
able, to indulge our ſelves in the * 
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ed Enjoyments of ſcnſual Pleaſures, when 
every day we grow weaker and weaker, 
more negle&ed and deſpis'd by others, 
and more uncaſy to all about us as well 


as to ourſclves; and when, in ſhort, we 


are at beſt no more than the living Pic- 
tures of Death, and cannot reaſonably 


hope for any thing to repair and relieve 


us, but our great and final Change at laſt. 


Tux Scene of humane Life alas! is 
moſt wretchedly chang'd for the worſe 
ſince. our - firſt Parents Tranſgreſſion, 
whereby they loſt their Innocency, and 
we with them greatly fell (for great was 
the Fall Man had) from an uninterrupted 
State of Happineſs to a continual one of 


all Woes and Miſeries, in all their va- 


' rious Shapes and Kinds. Oh great un- 
happy Fall indeed ! No Eden now, no Pa- 
radiſe here below, no ſpontancous Pro- 
ductions, unleſs Thorns and Thiſtles of 
the fruitful Earth; for curſed is the 
Ground, and in Labour and Sorrow muſt 
| we 
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we eat of it all the days of our Lives. 
Gen. iii, 17. Man is condemn'd to Sor- 
row and born to Trouble, as the Sparks 
fly upwards. Job 5. 7, All our days are 
Sorrow, and our Travail Grief. We can 
neither afford ourſelves outward Securi- 
ty nor inward Peace, Within are Fears, 
without are Fightings. 2 Cor. vii. 5. 
Abroad the World and the Devil ſet up- 
on us, and at home our own Fleſh, like 
another Dalilah, doth not only tempt, 
but betray us too. Every Affection lays 
Traps and Snares, and Baits for our Souls, 
and every Senſe is ready to deliver us up 
to the Enemy. 


Our Life is a Walk ſurrounded with 
perpetual Danger; tis a way where fre- 
quent Afflictions and Temptations, both 
external and internal, manifold Cares and 
Croſſes, innumerable Vexations and Ca- 
lamities, and'a continual Train of Mis- 
fortunes, as one reſtleſs Billow rolls upon 
another, ee, flows in upon us, 

| and 
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and one or other of em generally dulls 
our Inclinations, ſuddenly clouds the 
former bright Chearfulneſs of our Spirits, 
and quickly flattens and an the 
wing Vigour of our Minds. 


For inſtance, 
*- SOMETIMES we may be driven, like 
David before Saul, from place to place, 
by thecruelTyrangy of Pcrſecution;or led 
like the I/raelztes, by the ſucceſsful Inva- 
ſion of foreign Enemies into the laviſh 
Bondage of Captivity. Then by the 
Waters of ſome ſtrange Babylon may we 
ſit down and weep, when we remember 
our vanquiſhed Sion, and hang up our 
untuncableHarps of wonted Melody upon 
the Willows, deſtitute of all Comfort, un- 


leſs of ſinging the Lord's Song, if perhaps 


we may be able even to ſing the Lord's 
Song in a ſtrange Land. Pſal. cxxxvii. 
I, 2, Cc. 


Ir is often our Mis fortune to have thoſe 


ſeparated from us, who, altho' they were 


not 
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not perhaps united to us, by the mutual Tyes 
oOf Relation, or a collateral Flow of the ſame 
Blood, were however more cloſely united 
to us by the more agreeable and reciprocal 
Tyes of a truer and more inviolable Friend- 
ſhip and Affection than often appears even 
between Brother and Brother; and then 
nothing can equal our exceſſive and inex- 
preſſible Loſs, unleſs our exceſſive and 
inexpreſſible Grief and Sorrow. 


THERE was ſuch a reſoly'd and immu- 
table Friendſhip contracted between Ore- 
ſtes and Pylades, ſo equally alike to each 
other, both in Affection and Perſon, as 
hardly to be diſtinguiſh'd in either re- 
ſpects, that when the former was to fall 
a Sacrifice, the latter, impatient to ſave 
his Friend, by undergoing his deſtin d 
Fate, and to that end ſolemnly proteſting 
that he was Oreſtes; and Oreſtes, on the 
other hand, as ſolemnly averring that he 
was (what indeed he was) the true Ore- 
ſtes himſelf 3 the puzzl'd Tyrant was at a 
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mighty lois, -betwixt theſe two ſecmingly 
ſame Selfs, to chufe which was the real 
intended Vickim. 


PAR DON the digreſſive mention of this, 
deſign d only to ſhew, that even amongſt 
Pagans there ate not wanting illuſtrious 

= - Inſtances (there being many more than this 
13 now mention d) of the deepeſt and ſince- 
| reſt Concern imaginable, which one dear 
1 Friend has ſhewn at the known Sentence 
| of Death paſs d upon, as well as upon the 
= certain Report of the actual Death of ano- 

ther. Pylades would fain die, if his 
Friend Oreftes would but live; but Ore- 

ſees, that his Friend Pylades ſhould live, 
Ii Was . to chuſe to die. 


Bur not to wander in this Road too 
far, the ſacred Records of Heaven furniſh | 
us with abandant and repeated Examples 
of the like great and exceſſive Concern, 
which the moſt holy and beſt of Men, 
therein regiſtred, have ſhew'd upon the 

| like 
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like mournful Occaſion alſo, would my 
Time and your Paticace permit me to pro- 


duce them. 


Mar it be ſufficicat then in this Re- 
ſpect, only to obſerve to you, at preſent, 
thoſe two Paſſages (which of all others, 
in the whole Book of God, I take to be 
the moſt remarkable to this purpoſe) re- 
lating both to the Behaviour of St. Tb. 
mas, and jeſus Chriſt himſelf, upon the 
deceaſe of Lazarus. ; 


"WHEN our bleſſed Saviour plainly told 
his Diſciples, that their Friend Lagarus 
was dcad, but that he would have them 
nevertheleſs to go unto him, then ſaid 
Thomas unto his Fellow-Diſciples, Let 
us alſo go, that we may die with him. 
Joha xi. 16, PEPE 


80 mightily Pe was this loving 


. Diſciple, with the Death of his Friend, 


that he could no longer entertain any De- 
5 2 ſire - 
* 
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ſire for the continuance of his own Life ; 
and. therefore endeavours to infuſe the 
ſame Notion into the Minds of the reſt 


of his Brethren——Let us alſo Ko. that 
we may die _ him. 


A Separates from a Poſſibility (as he 
then thought) of any further communi- 
cative Friendſhip with his dearly beloved 
Lagarus in this World, made him thus 
zealouſly deſirous of having his own very 
Soul (the Soul being the Fountain of all 
Communication) to be immediately ſe- 
parated from his Body, that it might be 
united to the ſame State of Happineſs 
then enjoy'd by the abſent Soul of his de- 
parted Friend. But what, I think, is till 
-more obſervable in this Caſe, is the great 
and extraordinary Concern which our 
Lord himſelf was not forbearing to ſhew 
upon the ſame Account. 


Fon altho' our bleſſed Saviour could not | 
but know, and therefore directly hinted it 
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to his Diſciples, that Lagaruss Sickneſs 
was not then to be untoDeath, that is, that 
he was not then ſo to die, as not to live 
again any longer in this World, or to re- 
main in the State of the Dead till the ge- 
neral Reſurrection at the laſt Day; and 
tho' it be certain, that Chriſt wasthen 
actually reſolv'd, as an undeniable Mani-. 
feſtation of the Power of his Godhead, 
and for a greater Proof of his being the 
true Meſſias, to recall him from the ſe. 
cret Manſions of departed Souls for a. 
longer continuance of Life here on Earth ; ; 
yet however the apparent Grief which his 
Relations and Friends ſhew'd upon that 
Occaſion, raiſed ſuch a Sympathy in our” 
Saviour himſelf, that he groan'd in the 
Spirit, was troubled, and wept. | Inſo- 
much that the Fews then preſent could 
not avoid making this juſt Obſeryation—* 
Behold how he loved him! John xi xi. 335 ; 

355 * | 
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S o natural is it for us to grieve for 
the Change, how happy ſoever it be, of 
thoſe we had a real Value and Eſteem for, 


and for the loſs of Friends to be attended 
with the certain loſs of Tears. 


Orr likewiſe i is the impartial Hand of 
Fate extended to diſſolve the ſacredBond of 
Chriſtian Relation, by cutting off from an 
happy and well- pleaſed People their dearly 
and well · beloved ſpiritualFather,Paſtor, or 
Teacher, And then do the deſtitute Sheep 
lament the deceaſe of their loſt Shepherd, 
as the Jraelites of old did the Death of 
their holy Aaron. Numb. xx. 29. For when 
all the Congregation ſaw that Aaron was 
dead, they mourn'd for Aaron thirty 
Days, even all the Houſe of Iſrael. The 
ſame number of days too we find they 
wept for Moſes's Death in the Plains of 
Moab. Deut. xxxiv. 8. And ſo likewiſe 
when their Prophet Samuel was dead, 
all Mrael lamented him, and buried him 
in Ramah, even in his own City. 1 Sam. 
xXXVIii. 3. This 
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Tuls particular Congregation, this lit- 
tle Flock (like the general Congregation, 
and the whole Houſe of Mael, as already 
mention'd, to compare ſmall things with 
great) I am very ſenſible has been heartily 
and truly concern'd, as well. as my ſelt, 
upon the account of a late Loſs, in ſome 
mcafure of the like Nature. 


SUFFER me to tell you (for in this I 
muſt, I cannot but juſtly praiſe moſt of 
you) what I know your native Simplici- 
ty and Modeſty, how true ſoever it be, 
will make you unwilling to hear; namely 
that you are, without any the leaſt Flatte- 
ry, generally ſpeaking, a well-diſposd, 
pious People, who, I can teſtify it to the 
World, from near eleven Years Expe- 
rience, have always continu'd to ſhew a 
Religious Zeal for the Honour and Wor- 
| ſhip of God and his Church, together 
with a benevolent and affectionate Regard 
for thoſe who miniſter at his holy Altars. 


14 ä 
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BEIN then firmly eſtabliſhed in the 
Profeſſion of ſound Principles, tis no 
wonder indeed, you. were ſo ſenſibly 
touch'd, (as you all ſhew'd yourſelves to 


be) at the hearing of the unwelcome 


News of loſing ſo good a Rector, who 


(tho' not conſtantly reſident) was not 


wanting however, when Health, and pro- 
per Seaſons ſuitable to his declining State 


and increaſing Infirmities would permit 


him, both by Morning and Evening Diſ- 
courſes, to inſtil and infuſe ſuch Doctrines 
and Tenets, into your well-prepared and 


attentive Minds, as were moſt agreeable 
to the fundamental Articles of the Chri- 


ſtian Faith, and to urge the due Practice 
of thoſe Duties which are moſt conſonant 
thereto, He deliver'd to you the Word 


of God, according to its own proper and 

peculiar Clearneſs and Purity. His Preach 

ing was ſtrong and fine, convincing the 
Judgment and moving the Affections. 


CoN- 
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 CoNFoRMABLY to that Divine Syſtem 
of Religion, which our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles were graciouſly pleas'd to reveal 
both to Fews and Gentiles z he was a 
ſtrong and ſtedfaſt Member, and a ſound 
and orthodox Preacher of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church of England, which, I hope with- 
out Offence, I may juſtly call the moſt 
lively Branch of the evangelical Tree of 
Life, the Church of Chriſt, 


Tux handſome, expenſive Improve- 
ments, which, for the greater Conve- 
nience, and the more pleaſant and agree- 
able Satisfaction of thoſe Gentlemen, 
whoſe happy Lot it may prove to be his 
Succeſſors, he was generouſly pleas d to 
make at the Parſonage-Houſe, and the o- 
ther Out- Buildings thereunto belonging; 
but above all, the religious Care he took 
and the pious Charge he was at, in the 
more commendable Repairs of - God's 
Houſe, in decently beautifying and 

2 adorn- 
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adorning the Chriſtian Holy of Holies, by 


ſerting up there, at his own Coſt, a new 


comely Altar-Piece, by giving new an- 
ſwerable Rails, a ſuitable Communion- 
Table, and richly furniſhing it, with what 
it was never in the memory of Man ho- 
nour'd before, a valuable, noble Flagon 
of Plate, together with other Ornaments 
proper to the awful Walls of that ſacred 
Place, are all of them things ſo Good, fo 


Great in themfelves, that they themſelves: 


plainly ſpeak and point out the indelible 
Praiſes of their munificent Donor. 


Ap ſo worthy are they of being now 
recounted to the juſt Honour of the Me. 
mory of our deceaſed Friend, that had 1 
forborn at this time to have ſpoken of 
them (to uſe the Prophet's Words, tho 
in a Senſe quite different to his Deſign, 
Habak. 2. 11.) the Stone might have 
cried out of the Wall, and the Beam out 
of the Timber might have anſwer'd it, 
and both might have join'd in condemn- 


ing 
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ing my unpardonable Silence, and up- 
braiding me either of the moſt criminal 


Forgetfulneſs, or of the vileſt arne, 
if not of both. 


THESE are Benefactions that muſt be 
allow'd, they cannot ſurely be denied, to 
be laudable Tokens of a truly Religious 
and Liberal Soul: And I heartily wiſh it 
could truly be ſaid, that none of thoſe of 
the ſame Order have cver been wanting 
to ſhew the like, whom Providence has 
bountifully bleſs'd with the like or the 
ſame Fortune. 


Tay are rare and infrequent Proofs 
and Teſtimonies of an extraordinary and 
exalted Diſpoſition, and will ſafely re- 
main, I hope, through the ſpecial Pro- 
tection of God himſelf, and the continu'd 
Guards of his attending Cherubims, ſtand- 
ing and long-laſting Monuments of the 
real unqueſtionable Goodneſs of his 
Principles, touching the great and honou- 

rable 
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rable Regard he had for the Place where 
God's Honour dwells, and the decent 
Worſhip of him there, in the becoming 


Beauty of Holineſs. 


_ InDEED his Principles and his Life were 
agrecably anſwerable, and his Faith and 
his Practice evidenc'd and adorn d his la 
cred Profeſſion. 


1 free from Ambition or Avatice 
was he, that, being ſatisfied with the 
Sphere he moved in, he declin'd the Of- 
fers of being advanc'd to move in an high- 
cr. And nothing, Ithink, can ſhew the 
Greatneſs of his Soul, more than thus to 
refuſe to be rais d and promoted higher 
than he was, when nothing but his own 
Conſent was wanting to raiſe and pro- 


mote him. What induc'd me to ſpcak of 


this, is not only the Aſſurance I have of 
the Truth of it, as I receiv'd it from his 
own Mouth, but likewiſe the infrequen- 
Cy, and eſpecially of late Years, of Inſtan- 
ces of the like kind. 
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1 ſhall not ſay much, becauſe tis need - 
leſs to take any Notice at all (thoꝰ not 
very grateful quite to omit it) of the hoſ- 
pitable and plentiful manner in which he 
always heartily welcom'd and treated his 
Friends and Acquaintance at his own 
Houſe 3 or of the nice, Occonomy and 
exact Decorum, conſtantly obſerv'd in all 
his domeſtick Entertainments, ſince all 
who have ever been there cannot but in 
juſtice confeſs and x 000m both. | 


Bur I muſt not forget to FO sa 
of his Charity, who was ready upon all 
requiſite Occaſions to re the 
Poor. | * 


Tux poorer ſort of Houſe-keepers in 
this Pariſh, according to the ſuppos d dif 
ference of their ſeveral Neceſſities, were 
annually made ſenſible of his- kind Re- 
membrance of em, ever ſince he firſt 
cnjoy'd this Living, by being 3 
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of a certain Sum, which every Chriſſ. 
mas he order d to be diſtributed amongſt 
them. 


Non did his Charity to the Poor of 
Chriſtleton ceaſe with his Breath, orſhew 
itſelf only confin'd to Life; but extending 
itſelf beyond the Grave, he hath munifi- 
cently bequeath d, I am poſitively in. 
form'd, as an Addition to his Predeceſſor's 
Legacy to the ſame purpoſe, the Intereſt 
of thirty Pounds to be given yearly a- 
ebe them for ever. 


As for his other Charities relating. to 
other Places, I ſhall not pretend to men. 
tion them here, being apt to imagine 
that they have been already obſerv'd by 
more proper Perſons, and in their more 
proper Places. | 


1 every body muſt allow, who 
had the leaſt Acquaintance with him 
* the more any body was acquainted 

with 
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with him, the more conſpicuouſly it 
would appear) that he was in all reſpects 
a civil and uſeful Neighbour, Affable, 
Courteous and Familiar, without the leaſt 
Pride or Hypocriſy, extremely pleas d to 
oblige, and ſtudious to ſerve his Friend. 
Wich regard to myſelf, he was, I muſt 
needs acknowledge, the beſt Friend I ever 
yet met with in the World, ſince I came 
in any competent meaſute to know it, 
one only of late excepted, whoſe Genero- 
ſity (if God permit Life and Health) may 
perhaps receive, as it highly deſerves, -a 
more peculiar and publick Acknowledg- 
ment hereafter. 


Bur were I now to be indulged the Li- 
berty of ſpeaking of the late Rev*. Doctor, 
with reſpect to his Friendſhip and Gene- 

oſity to myſelf in particular, I muſt, and 


Curates perhaps have met with the like, 
and that they wholly ſurpaſs'd the moſt 
Eh 2 Se- 


cannot but own my Obligations to have 
been fo great, and fo uncommon, that few 
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grateful Return of Acknowledgment 1 
ever could, or can poſſibly make. 


Fon me then to ſuffer my deceaſed 


Friend, and affectionate Brother to lic 


and remain interr'd with a profound Si- 
lence, without taking the leaſt Notice of 
him, would too much reſemble. the ſilent 
Grave indeed, and make me ſeem to bury 
nim, if poſſible, even in a double Senſe; 
-ro bury that, his Memory, his Name 
and Character I mean, which will long, 
very long, I may be confident, ſurvive the 
| _— Remains of his mortal Body. 


JusT1ce, Gratitude, Friendſhip and 
-Reſpe& (cordial as his was) demand a 
perfect and compleat Panegyrick in the 
ſtricteſt and moſt regular Form, And 
therefore as it ought to have been exactly 

drawn, anſwerably to his true Worth and 

Merit, Iſhall only ſay, I have ſhamefully 
betray d my great Inability to perfect ſo 
"great a Piece, having too plainly diſco- 
= ver d 


ww om oo ai £au\ «« 4 


Vi 


on Dr. EGERTON. 129 


ver'd the infufticient Boldneſs of the vain 
Attempt, and the rough imperfect Strokes 
of am unskilful, heavy, but a too ſoaring 
and [carian Pen; delineating Things ra- 
ther in dark Shades, than in their proper 


Colours, and a genuine Reſemblance and 
Luſtre of Life. 


Yer however defective J am to repte- 
ſent him to you, with thoſe juſt Embel- 
lihments, in which a more polite Pen 
might brightly deſcribe him, or to ſpeak 
of him in ſuch an accompliſh'd manner, 
as a more elegant Tongue might eaſily do, 
and his own Merits as highly claim; 1 
muſt nevertheleſs not only have loſt my 
Friend, but likewiſe all Senſe of Friend- 
ſhip, and (like Himſelf) eyen Speech itſelf, 
to be entirely ſilent ROW: -* 


| AND altho'] have had Sag (for the 


Loſs of Friends is too frequent) to expreſs 
myſelf more than once (tho' not in this 
very 0 in Terms much the ſame as 


K theſe 
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theſc juſt mention'd ; yet as I ſhould think 
myſelf happy never to meet with the like 
again, ſo I declare I never had the or 
He Reaſon before. | 


So that this alone (ſince nothing but a 
due Senſe of Gratitude, and a true Regard 
to my late gencrous Rector's Memory, 
could have led me into ſo bold an At- 
rempt) I hope may be thought ſufficient 
by all Perſons of Candour, to plead my 
neceſſary Pardon for the Preſumption of 
ſo great an Undertaking, and for all the 
manifold obvious Defects of the uncqual 
Performance too. 


Ix ſhort, the greater the Man was, the 
greater was the Loſs. And ſince Heaven 
has been pleas d to call him hence, and 
take him from you, the only Comfort re- 
maining is, that you're under the happy 
Patronage of a Perſon of undoubted Ho- 
nour, known Learning, and true Love 
for the Good and intereſt of the Church in 


general; 3 and who, as he hath hitherto 
well 
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well provided for this Church in particu- 
lar, may therefore be well ſuppoſed now 
to make Choice of one to fill up the pre- 
ſent Vacancy, who, you may reaſonably 
hope, will not be wanting to uſe his beſt 
Endeavours in all Reſpects to ſupply ſo 
great a Loſs as well as may be, or can be 
expected. 


Havins thus taken Notice, that a- 
mongſt the common Troubles, Vexations, 
and Diſappointments incident to Man- 
kind in this World, how frequently lia- 
ble we are to the Loſs of our moſt valua- 
ble Friends, and alſo of our ſpiritual Pa- 
ſtors and Fathers; and under that particu- 
lar Topick, having occaſionally ſpoken 
to the much-lamented Death of the late 
Worthy and Reverend Rector of this Pa- 
riſh z I ſhall now proceed, as my Subject 
naturally directs me, to obſerve to you 
in like manner further, That moreover, 
ſometimes we are deprived of thoſe, who 
under God, were the very next Means 
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and Inſtruments of our -own Beings, our 
pious and indulgent Parents, in a natural 
Senſe : and then, as Eſau, tho upon a 
bad Deſign, juſtly obſervd, The Days of 
mourning for our Father are at hand, 
Gen. xxVil. 41. and well may we ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt, when he expreſs'd the great- 
neſs of his Grief, P/al. xxxv. 14. tho up- 
on another Occaſion, yet by comparing it 
with this, We bow down, or go heavily, as 
one that mourneth for his Mother. 


THEN is our Sorrow great, like that 
of dutitul, obedient Zoſzph's at the Death 
of his good old Father Facob,who fell upon 
his Father's Face, and wept upon him, and 
kifſed him; And the Egyptians mourned 


for him threeſcore and ten days, and they 


came totheT hreſhing-Floor of Atad,which 
is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned 


with agreat and very ſare Lamentation : 


and he (Joſeph) made a mourning for his 
Father ſeven days: and when the Inha- 
bitants of the Land leu the Mourn- 


ing. 
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ing, they ſaid, this is a grievous Mourn- 
mg. Gen. 50. ver. 1, 3, 10, Oc. 


SorrrINEs we are forc'd to part with 
thoſe late hopeful living Images of our- 
ſelves, our dear Children, or perhaps our 
only Child; and then like old Jacob for 
his Joſeph, Gen. xxxvii. 34, 35. we rent 
our Clothes, put Sackcloth upon our 
Loins, mourn many days, and refuſing 
to be comforted, will go down into the 
Grave, unto. our Son; mourning, weep- 
ing; and crying out with David, O my 
Son Abſalom, my Son, my Son Abſalom : 
would God I had died for thee, O Abſa- 
lom, my Son, my Son! 2 Sam. xviii. 33. 
Then no Voice is heard but Lamentation, 
and bitter Weeping, like Rabel weeping 
for her Children, and refuſing to be com- 
Wan becauſe they were not. Jer. xxxi. 15. 


Tuus the Prophet Feremiab, when he 
exhorts the Fews to mourn for the Judg- 
ments that were to be inflicted on them 

K3 for 
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for their Sins, repreſents the deep Nature, 
and great Degree of the Mourning they 
ſhould make, by the great Mourning 
which Parents uſually make for the Loſs 
of their only Son; ſaying, O Daughter of 
my People gird thee with Sackcloth, and 
allow thy ſelf in Aſhes : make thee 

Mourning as for an only Son, moſt bit- 
ter Lamentation. 


AND by the ſame Similitude doth the 
Prophet Amos likewiſe ſet forth the Ca- 
lamities and Diſtreſs that ſhould befal 
them; I will turn your Feaſts, ſaith he, 
into Mourning, and all your Songs into 
Lamentation, and I will bring up Sack- 
cloth upon all Loins, and Balaneſs upon 
every Head: and I will make it as the 
Mourning of an only Son, and the end 
thereof as a bitter Day. Amos viii, 10. 
Such'is the Mourning, as the Prophet Ze- 
_ thariah mentions, of one that mourneth 
for his only Son, and ſuch is the being 
in bitterneſs of one that is in bitterneſs 
for his firſt-born. Zech. xii, 10. A 


* 
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 Acain, ſometimes we are ſo very un- 
happy as to loſe the near and well · beloved 
Parts of our very ſelves, the true Objects 
of our pureſt Love, the great Joy and 
Comfort of our Lives, the Deſire of our 
Souls, our dear and affectionate Conſorts, 
our beſt and chiefeſt Friends; and then do 
our very Souls melt with Grief, our in- 
conſolable Hearts diſſolve themſelves in 
overflowing Floods of Tears, our weep- 
ing Eyes become ſwoln up and obſcur'd 
with Mourning, our Ears grow deaf to 
all Sounds of Comfort, and we can do 
nothing then, but only with Abraham, 
upon the like account, mourn and weep 
for Sarah, and bury our dead out of our 
* Gen. xxiii. 2,4. 
Ap laſtly; Comictlimes we are ſtretch d 
upon the Bed of Sickneſs ourſelves, and 
lie labouring under the convulſive Ago- 
nies of diſſolving Nature; and then per- 
haps the ſtrong Deſire which we are natu- 
ö K 4 rally 
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rally apt to have for the continuance of 
Life, when we find we muſt ſoon leave 
the World, and the terrible Apprehenſions 
which, it may be, we may have of Death 
and the unknown Regions of a future 
State, may ſo terrify us, that we may 
weep ſore with Hege lkiab, when he was 
ſick unto Death, and was told by Iſaiah, 
that he ſhould die, and not live. Iſ. xxxviii. 
1, 2, 14. Cc. and make us turn our Face, 
as he did, to the Wall, and chatter like a 
Crane, or a Swallow, and mourn like a 
Dave: 2 255 2Aiage 


f 


From: the Conſidcration therefore of 
our Birth, Infancy, Childhood, Manhood 
and Old Age, and from all theſe various 
Inſtances of different kinds of Sorrows 
and Troubles, which in our ſeveral ſtates 5 
of Life, we are all indiſcriminately ex- 
pos d to, you find that the way Man 
muſt paſs thro this Life, is as a Field of 
Weepets, a Valley of Tears, nay a Wil- 
gerneſs of Thorns and Briars; and that 
Vitor: 1.4 Mis- 
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Misfortunes and Afflictions are his ſure 
Companions. Tis a way both flippery 
and craggy, in which we can neither walk 
without ſtumbling, nor ſtumble without 
great danger of falling. Tis like the 
Paſſage which Jonathan, and his Armour- 
bearer ſought, to go over to the Philiſtines 
Garriſon, 1 Sam. xiv. 4. between which 
there was a ſharp Rock on the one fide, 
and a ſharp Rock on the other ſide, here 
a Boge, and there a Seneb; here a d cyl- 
la, and there a Charybdis; and by our 
careful endeavours ſafely to paſs the one, 
we too often fatally ſplit upon the other. 
On each hand rugged Mounts, and inevi- 
table 'Difficulrics ſurround us, which we 
cannot with greatcr Care than Hazard 
poſſibly ſurmount. A Way it is wherein 
we cannot tread a. Step without Oppoſi- 
tion, or Peril, or both. Numberleſs num- 
bers of Adverſitics, Tribulations, Temp- 
tations and Diſeaſes daily combat us, ſet 
themſelves in Battle-Array againſt us, be- 
ſiege us on every ſide 3 and tis a thouſand 

to 


, 
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to one, but that by ſome or other of em 
weare led away as vanquiſh'd Captives, 
and fall as deadly Victims at laſt, 


Tuvs, according to the Metaphor in the 
Text, all the way which Man muſt walk 
in this World, or, to ſpeak without a Fi- 
gure, Man's whole Life, even from the 
Womb to the Grave, from his Birth to 
his Death, is generally one continu'd, tho' 
ſhort, Series of Vanities, Troubles, and 
Diſquietudes. | 


Having thus conſider'd, 


FirsT, The general Brevity and Vanity 
of humane Life, accordingly as we find both 
abundantly ſet forth to us, by ſeveral o- 

ther Metaphors in the Holy Scriptures, 
as well as by thoſe particular ones, by 
which they arc anſwerably repreſented to 
us in the Text—as a Walk in avainShew: 


* SECONDLY, The common Troubles, 
Vexations, and Diſappointments incident 
| 2 to 


„ 12 
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to Mankindin this World, couch'd under 
theſe latter Words of the Text—Surely 
they are diſquieted : 


I am now to go on, 


THIRDLY, and laſtly, To make ſome 
Reflections upon both theſe Heads, &c. 


Bur not todetain you any longer now; 
Conſider what hath been at preſent deli- 
ver d to you, and the Lord Feſus increaſe 
your Underſtandings, to whom, with the 


Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be render d 


and aſcrib d, as is moſt due, all Honour, 
Praiſe, Glory, Might, Majeſty and Do- 
minion, both now, and for evermore. 
Amen, Amen. | 


Some 


* 


Some few Directions humbly propos d to 
render Humane Life, with regard to 
the Brevity, Vanity, and the ſeveral 


Troubles of it, more Eaſy and Comfort- 
able than otherwiſe it would be : 


SERMON III. 


On Occaſion of the Death of the Rey? 
PHILIPP EGER TON, D. D. the 


late Rector of Aſtbury and Chriſtleton. 
Who departed this Life, Feb. 21. 1725. 


. FOHN THOMAS, M. A. 


* of Chriſtleton, and Miniſter of 
Ince. 


—— — 


— 


Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the Veſtry. 


es 


— 


(99 


PSALM xxxix. Ver. 6. 


Surely every Man walketh in @ vain 
Shew : ſurely they are diſquieted. 


| N two former Diſcourſes upon theſe 
Words, having already conſider d, as 
I propoſed, 


Fs r, The general Brevity and Vanit x 


of humane Life, accordingly as we find 
both abundantly fet forth to us, by ſeve- 
ral other Metaphors in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, as well as thoſe particular ones by 
which they are anſwerably repreſented to 
us in the Text—as a Walk in à vain 


Shew. Surely every Man walkerh in a 
vain Hero. | 


diboriour, The common Troubles, 
Vexations and Diſappointments incident 
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to Mankind in this World, couch'd under 
theſc latter Words of "the Text—ſarely 
they are diſquieted. Surely every Man 
walketh, &c. 


"A I ſhall now procced, 


THIRDLY, and laſtly, To make ſome 
Reflections upon both theſe Heads, and to 
endeavour to lay down a few Rules, by 
a due Obſervance of which, we may, in 

ſome meaſure, be able, 1 hope, to make 
Life, tho' not leſs Tranſitory, yet leſs 
Voein than it commonly is; to mitigate 
= the Troubles, Vexations, and Diſappoint- 
N ments incident to us here below, and to 
ſupport ourſelves under em, in ſuch a 
i manner, as may render this Life more 
caſy and comfortable to us, than other- 
: , wiſe it would be, | 


| Is then the common Walk of humane 
ö Life ſo very ſhort, as thus to be com- 
lf Par d, at the longeſt, to a few y cars; and 
| moſt frequently, and more properly, to a 
few 
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few Days, or Hours, or leſs; to a Watch 
in the Night, a Tale that is told, a Wea- 
vers Shuttle, the Wind, a Span, and e- 
ven to Nothing, and a vaniſhing Vapour ? 
And is it not only thus ſhort, but ſo vain 
withal, as to be repreſented ſo generally 
and truly as it is, under the Notions of a 
Bubble on the Water, a Shadow, a fly- 
ing and a declining Shadow, meer Graſs, 
and a Flower of the Field, a Dream; and 
ſaid to be Vanity itſelf, nay, altogether 
lighter than Vanity ? Let us then ſit down 
while, and ſeriouſly think, ponder and 
conſider with ourſelves, how we may 
make the moſt of that which, at moſt, is 
ſo very little; and how we may avoid 
the (quandcring away ſo great a part of ſo 
ſhort a thing as our Time is, in all or 
moſt kinds of Vanities, as (God knows) 
we too commonly, too generally do. 
To recall indeed the elaps d part of our 
paſt, or to ſtop the tranſient progreſs of our 
coming days, is cqually as impoſſible, as it is 
to hinder the certain Fluxes n Refluxes 


'E | cho 
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tho it be utterly impoſſible for us to recall 


Time paſt, yet however it may not be 
wholly out of our power, if we are bleſsd 
with any remaining continuance of Time, 
in ſome "oy — happily to re- 
deem it. 


Tux Way and Means which I ſhall pro- 


poſe for the more effectual manner and 
method of redeeming our Time, ſhall be 
taken from the following Conſiderations. 


I xx the ſirſt place, let each and every one 
of us, as the time of our ſojourning here 
is at beſt ſo ſhort and fleeting, ſeriouſly 
look back, and reflect upon the Nature of 
the paſt part of our Time, which, how 
ſeemingly little ſoever it may appear to 


us, may perhaps prove, notwithſtanding, 
the greateſt ſhare of Life allotted us here 
in . World. 


Axy in order hereto, let us impartially 
review the ſeveral Follies and Vanities, 
un peculiar Sins and Vices which we have 

8 therein 


. 
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therein been chiefly, and moſt nn 
guilty of, and addicted to. 


Turn is no body, according to the 
common Obſervation, without his blind 
ſide ; every particular Man has his darling 
Folly, his particular Failing. There is no 
one ſcatce, who has run through but 
twenty or thirty years, ia the rugged dan- 
gerous Road of Life, but who has met 
with many foul Slips and n if 
not with grievous and Wes Falls.” 


Aditi every Man Knees faitly and has 
neſtly treat with, and juſtiy and truly 
look as thoroughly into himſelf, as he is 
frequently apt to do with regard to his 
Neighbour : Let, I ay; evety Man behold 
his natural Face in a Glaſs thus, and he II 
ſoon find, and not forget what manner r of 
** = Was. 1 5 H 


you evety Man be Indeed Mt * 
to ſee himſelf, as he really is, and he will 
* diſcover, and plainly fee, and there- 
| L 2 fore 
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fore lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin 


| that doth ſo caſily beſet him. 


Ap when thus we have examin d into 
our Ways, review'd the falſe Steps we 
have unhappily made, and call'd to mind 
our reſpective Deviations from the Paths 
of Virtue and Piety, and how we have 
erredand ſtrayed from God's Ways, like loſt 


Sheep; let us then faithfully endeavour, 


as indeed we ſhall be naturally, and almoſt 


neceſſarily led to do, with penitent, con- 
ttite Hearts, to lament all our inordinate 


Deſires, our exceſſive Cares, and immo- 
derate Purſuits after the unſatisfying 


things of this Life, all our idle Amuſe- 


ments, our vain Follies, ſinful Recrea- 


tions, and all the imprudent, wicked 


Abuſes of our paſt days. 


HAavinG thus thought upon our Ways, 


conſider d and bewail'd our former Back 


ſlidings, Follies and Vanities; let us, with 


holy David, upon the ſame account, 
2 haſte, probe v not the time to keep 


God's 
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God's Commandments, and to turn our 
feet again unto his Teſtimonies. 


Ap therefore for the more effectual 
redeeming of our miſpent and loſt Time, 
let us in the ſecond and next place, ſted- 
faſtly purpoſe and uſe our utmoſt Endea- 
vours, by walking more circumſpectly 
and warily for the future, and by taking 
more heed to our Ways leſt we fall, to 
make the beſt and moſt religious Uſe of 
that remaining part of Life, which may 
be further continued unto us in all re- 
"OP that we poſlibly can. 


To this etid we ſhould FAR remem- 
ber and think of the Nature and Conſe- 
quence of Time, how precious and how 
valuable it is, what the good and ill Ef- 
feects will be that are ſure to attend either 
the good or bad Uſe we make of it; even 
no leſs than either inconceivable Happi- 
neſs, or inconceivable Miſery to all 
Eternity. n 3 


L 3 | So 
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8 0 * tis u Undeniblg the mol de- 
ſperate Madneſs in us imaginable for meer 
flying Moments of Sin and Vanity, which 
leave nothing but the horrid Remem- 
brance of em behind, to forfeit and loſe 
the ſupreme: Pleaſures of Heaven, and 
plunge our-ſclyes into the deepeſt Abyſs 
of een N and irrecoverable Ruin. 
95 | 
10 To avoid * this 10 cucful and baleful | 
4 — and to attain to that other exalted 
State, let us conſider, that altho' Time 
paſt is irrevocable, and Futurity to us un- 
certain; yet the preſent Time may pro- 
perly be call'd our own, if we take due 
care to make it ſuch, by making the nol 
proper e it we can. 


No wthe moſt proper uſe we can abe 
of our remaining Time, is ro redouble 


our Diligence, by ſpending it in ſuch a 
manner as may tend moſt to the Glory 


of God, and the Salyation of our own 
and other Souls, 


10 
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To which hopeful and comfortable 
Purpoſe, give me leave to recommend 
to you a ſtrict Obſervation both of pub- 


lick and private Devotion. Time ſpent 


in the Service of God, who gives us Being 
and Time chiefly for that End, is indiſpu- 
tably Time ſpent and improv d in the beſt 
manner we are able. This is treaſuring 
up Time in ſuch a manner, as will anſwer 
upon Account for ever, even when Time 
ſhall be no more, * 


LEr us then with a juſt Reverence and 
Conſtancy attend upon all the Divine Ot- 
dinances of God. Let us not fofſake the 
aſſembling of ourſelves together in God's 
Houſe, but there, with the Royal Pal- 
miſt, let our Reſt be, there let us dwell, 
and have our Delight therein. When- 
ever the Sound of the Bell calls us to the 
Sound of God's Word, in the moſt re- 
ſembling Repreſentation of Heaven on 
Earth, the Church; let it immediately, 
Wes mn awful Sound of the Arch-Angel's 
B91 5} L Trum- 
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Trumpet, calling us to Heaven itſelf at the 
laſt Day, command our due Obedience 
to the venerable Summons ; let it inſtant-. 
ly. haſten us to confeſs our Sins, judge and 
humble ourſelves before God, to awake 


oe and enliven our drowſy Souls that (leep, 
ttzhat they may ariſe from the Death of Sin 


to the Life of Righteouſneſs, and receive 
the bleſſed Influence of that glorious 
Light of the Goſpel, which Chriſt the Son 
of Righteouſneſs ſhall then and there give 
unto us. Let us take as much care as may 
be, never to be wanting to reſpond to 
the Desk when we properly ſhould, ſe- 
.riouſly to give car to the Inſtructions of 
the Pulpit, and duly and ſolemnly to bend 
our humble Knees, and preſent ourſelves 
a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable un- 
to God, at his Altar, which indeed is but 
our reaſonable Service, whenever our 
Attendance is there requir'd. Thus let 
us never be abſent from Prayers, Ser- 
mons and Sacraments, as they are the 
appointed Means of Grace, even for the 
Hope of Glory, whenever Opportunity 
| ſerves, 
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ſerves. Nor let us ſuffer the Fire of our 
Devotion to flame in the Church only, 
but in our own Houſes, and even in our 
ſecret Cloſets alſo. Let us there ſtand 
in awe and ſin not, let us there commune 
with aur own Hearts, and in our Cham— 
bers, and be ſtill. Pſ. iv. 24. Let us fre- 
quently and ſcrioufly meditate upon all 
the known and manifold Bleſſings and 
Mercies, which propitious Heaven has 
ever been gracioufly plcas'd to vouchſafe 
unto us. Let us take heed, watch and 
pray, that we enter not into Temptation. 
Let us, like the wiſe Virgins, take Oil in 
our Veſſels, trim our Lamps, (leſt they go 
out) that when the B ridegroom comes, 
we may be ready to ge in with him, to 
the Marriage, before the Door be ſhut. 
Matth. xxv. Let us every Morning moſt 
humbly and fervently beg the Aſſiſtance 
of God's Grace and Holy Spirit, for the 
better Government and Conduct of our 
Lives that whole Pay. 


AND 
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Ax every Night, that we may lay us 
down in Peace, and take our Reſt, let us 
fer apart ſome leiſure Time, to recollect 


every Action and Thought we poſſibly 


can of the Day paſt, that for every good 
Thing we have done, we may praiſe our 
God; and for every evil Thing, earneſtly 
pray for Pardon. And then let us devout- 
ly commend ourſelves to the Protection 
of Heaven, and God's good Providence, 
that he would be mercifully pleas'd to 
lighten our Darkneſs, to give his holy 
Angels charge over us, and to guard and 
to ſecure us from all the Illuſions and 
Temptations of all wicked and malicious 
Spirits. In ſhort, we ſhould live and ſpend 
every Day here, as if every Day was the 
laſt Day we ſhould have to live and ſpend 
here. | 


AND thus 100 obſerving theſe Methods, 
and following theſe Rules, we may be 
ſufficiently able, 1 hope, to make Life, 
though not leſs Tranſitory, yet in ſome 


good 


en Dr. EGERTON. 155 
good meaſure leſs Vain than it commonly 
and generally 1 is. 


FROM hence then I muſt go on to of. 
fer ſomething further to your Conſidera- 
tion, that may probably ſerve to mitigate 
the common Troubles, Vexations and 
Diſappointments incident to us here be- 
low, and to ſupport ourſelves under em, 
in ſuch a manner, as may render this 
Life more eaſy and comfortable to us than 
otherwiſe it would be. | 


To which End, let us conſider in ge- 
neral, as we ought, that God hurts not 
his own People but for the healing of 
em; that if he toſſes us upon the Waves 
of Inconſtancy, it is but the ſooner to 
blow us to our deſir'd Haven; and that if 
he phy ſicks us with the bitter Pills of Af- 
fliction, it is but becauſe we have ſurfeit - 
ed on the Sweets of this World. 


Lr us remember that he is the all- 
wit God, that rulcs and regulates the 
World, 
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World, and does nothing but for ſome 


wiſe Ends or other. 
the Nature of our own ſelves. Let us 
take a ſpecial Account of the Tract of our 
whole Lives, and then we ſhall quickly 
be convinc'd, that, tho for our repeated 


Iniquities, we havedeſerv'd the ſevereſt of 


God's Judgments, yet, notwithſtanding 
all this, the Lord is gracious and merciful 
unto us, and that he hath not dealt with 

us after our Sins, neither rewarded us 
after our [ * 


Tnus comparing our Condition with 
our Deſerts, we ſhall ſoon find, when 
we lay them both thus in the Ballance, 
that as for our Mercies we have deſerv'd 
leſs than we have receiv'd, and as for our 
Sufferings we have deſerv'd more than 
we have ſuſtain d. Let us compare the 


Evils we ſuffer with the Mercies we en- 
joy. God's Providence in this Life is ve- 
ry promiſcuous, chequer'd with Good and 
Evil, Mercies and Miſeries; and there is 
no one ſo full of the one, but he enjoys 

| alſo 


Let us truly ſtudy. 


—7 
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alſo ſome of the other. If we have but 
Life, it is a Mercy ; Wherefore doth a liu- 
ing Man complain? And what faith 
Job, Shall we receive Good at the hands 
of God, and ſball we not receive Evil 
alſo? Let us look upon the bright ſhi- 
ning part of God's Providence, as well as 


upon that which ſeems clouded and c- 


clips d, and then our Diſcontents will 
ſoon vaniſh, Why ſhould we think to 
have all good Things here, when we our- 
ſclves are here but good in part? When 
indeed we become perfectly Pure in the 
next World, then ſhall we be perfectly 
happy, freed from all manner of Evils 


that are the ſure Effects and Conſequences 


of Sin in this. 


Bur as I took Occaſion in the latter 
part of the ſecond Head to give ſome In- 
ſtances of the ſeveral Troubles, Vexa- 
tions, and Diſappointments, which we 
are all liable to in general, from the loſs: 
of our deareſt Friends and neareſt Rela- 


tions, as alſo from the Conſideration of 
175 | our 
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our own Mortality in particular; I ſhall 
make bold to preſs upon your Patience a 
little longer, to add ſome furtherThoughts 
which may perhaps prove uſeful to ſup- 
port us under any ſuch unhappy, doleful 
Circumſtances, whenever it may pleaſe 
Divine Providence to viſit us with the 
Rod of his Correction, in any ſuch-like 
particular kind or manner whatever. 


AND firſt then, let me endeavour to ad- 
miniſter ſomething that may be conſola- 
tory, or ſomewhat tending to leſſen and 
ſoften your Grief, upon the Death of your 
deareſt Friends or neareſt Relations. 


*'T1s true indeed, fo ſtrong are the Af- 
fections of Nature, ſo powerful the 
Force of Love, and ſo prevalent the Paſ- 
ſion of Grief, that when any of us are 
deprived of a true and faithful Friend, of 
our Second Selves, of a loving affectionate 
Husband, or Wife, of an indulgent care- 
ful Parent, or perhaps of the Offspring 
of our own Beings, of a tender, hopeful 

Child; 


N 1 FRY aa Ar. ak * * be 
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Child; we cannot forbear gtieving, Tears 
may burſt out, and trickle down our 
Checks, and our Hearts may be more 
mournful than our Habits: yet as we 
ought not to grieve immoderately, and to 
be ſwallow'd up with overmuch Sorrow; 
ſo if we ſeriouſly conſider, when labour- 
ing under any of theſe Trials, that our 
Friends or Relations are taken out of the 
Miſeries and Fatigues of a troubleſome and 
wicked World; that their Souls, we have no 
reaſon to doubt, if they faithfully ende 
vour'd to ſerve God, and died truly Penitent, 
are taken into the Reſt of the Sons of God, 
and carried by Angels into the bliſsful Re. 
gions of Peace and Happineſs; and that 


even their Bodies, tho ſown now in 


Corruption, ſhall be rais d in Incorrup- 
tion; tho ſown in Diſbonour, ſhall be 
rais d in Glory; tho ſown in Weakneſs, . 

ſhall be rais'd in Power; that this Corrup-- 
tible ſhall put on Incorruption, and this 
Mortal ſball put on Immortality: Tho 
Grief, I ſay, be natural, yet as we ought 
not to grieve immoderately, ſo if we ſe. 


2 riouſly 


* . 
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riouſly conſider theſe things, we ſhall 
foon ſtem the Tide of our Paſſions, mo- 
derate our Grief, nay, wipe away our 
Tears, and turn our Sorrow into Joy. 
And as nothing diſcovers the Weakneſs of 
our Natures more (Sin excepted) than our 
Exceſs of Grief (which likewiſe is ſinful) 
ſo nothing can ſtrengthen this weak part 
of us more, and remedy this human Frail- 
ty better, than ſuch a due Reflection upon 
the Neceſlity, the glorious Ends and hap- 
py Advantages of Death. For as exceſ- 
ſive Grief for our departed Friends, cer- 
tainly proceeds from a falſe Apprehenſion 
of the Nature and End of our mortal 
Change, ſo a right underſtanding of all 
Circumſtances, attcnding ſuch an Altera- 
tion, will certainly prevent or diminiſh 
that unjuſt Extreme of Sorrow, 


LET us not then upon any ſuch Occa- 
ſtons grieve too much, or, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, be ſorry, as Men without Hope. 
What, ſhall we chide the Winter be- 
cauſe tis cold, or the Summer for being 
| hot ? 


$- 
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hot! Or ſhalf we grieve, that our Friend 
is ſubject unto Hunger, Thirſt, or Sleep? 
'Tis equally as unreaſonable and ridicu- 
lous to grieve immoderately that our 
Frierid is dead, ſince Death is no leſs na- 
rural than Hunger, Thirſt, or Sleep. Shall 
we mourn and lament, and refuſe Com- 
fort becauſe he whom we lov'd is deli- 
verd from Priſon, comes ſafely to the 
Harbour from a rough and tempeſtuous 
Sea, returns a Conqueror from the Bat- 
tle, and having fought a good Fight, and 
being faithful unto Death, is certainly re- 
warded with a Crown of Life? Such a 
Change, our Faith aſſures us, is in Death. 
And yet we weep and lament, and, as if 
we were utterly undone, make ourſelves 
miſerable, becauſe our ſeparated Friends 
or Relations are made etcrnally happy. 


By ſuch unreaſonable Marks of unne- 


ceſſary Sorrow as theſe, we diſſemble and 
falſify, as St. Jprian * juſtly chides us, 


li. 11 


2 er cee Cypr. de More. 
M | that | | 
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* that Faith and Hope which we otherwiſe 


pretend to profeſs. 


Tos, in truth, but a meer Ceremony 
that we ſhould be cloath'd in Black on 
Earth, when our deceas d Friends and 
Relations are cloath'd with long white 
Robes in Heaven; where they wait upon 
the Lamb who ſhall feed them, and ſh 
lead them to living Fountains of Waters, 
and God ſhall wipe away all Tears fro 
their Eyesz and why then ſhould not we 
* away our on * | 


Bor this . me, laſtly, to conſider 
how to arm ourſelves againſt the formi. 
dable Terrour of our own Diſſolution. 


Lxr us therefore look up to the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, the Author and 
Finiſher of that Work, our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Let us march 
and behold him coming from Edom with 
dyed Garments from- Bozrah, glorious in 
his ni and travelling in the great- 


neſs 


E 


1 
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neſs of his Strength. Iſaiah Ixiii. 1. 
Tis he who hath vanquiſhed. all the 
Powers of Sin and Death; for thro his 
Death he hath defray d him who had 
the Power of Death, the Devil. He is 


gone up on high, gone up with a merry 


Noiſe, and hath led Captivity a 
Hebr, ii. 14. Wit 


We: had e indeed before, 
that it ſhould be ſo. I will ranſom then 
from the Power of the Grave, I will re- 
deem them from Death. Oh Death I 
will be thy Plague, Oh Grave T will be 
thy Deſtruction. Hol. xiii; 14. Aud 
we have the 5 Aifurance now, that 
it is ſo. 


Tux Prophet gives us the Promiſe, the 
Apoſtle the Performance of it. He will 
ſwallow up Death in Victory, II. xxv. 8. 
that's the Prediction in the Old Teſtament, 
And, Death is ſwallowed ap in Victo- 
ry, x Cor. xy, that's IN f in 
. 
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So then there is Death ſtill, but with. 
out © a Sting. Chtiſt (like ſome skilful 
Phyſician, who can extract an Antidote 
out of Poiſon) hath took away the Sting 
of Death, and reſerv'd the Honey for us. 
And there is a Grave too, but without 
Victory. Chriſt hath conquer'd that alſo, 
and leaves it to us as a Bed of Roſes. The 
Sting of Death was Sin, but that's pulled 
out; and tlie Strength of Sin was the 
Law, but that's fulfilled. And therefore 
we may triumph with the Apoſtle, O) 
Death, where is thy Sting ? Oh Grave, 
where is thy Victory? Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us. the Victory through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. 1 Cor. v. 


900 BLESSED Saviour, as there Was never 
Sorrow like unto thy Sorrow, ſo was 
there never Love like unto thy Love, in- 
finite, unſpeakable Love, that Man ſhould 
ſin, and God ſhould die for it, die for 
Strangers, nay for Enemies; that thou, 
the immaculate Lamb of God, ſhouldſtbe 

2 ſmit- 


— 
2 
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ſmitten for our Iniquities and bruis'd 
for our Tranſgre ſſi ons; that the Puniſh- 
ment of our Sins ſhould be upon Thee, 


and that with thy Stripes we ſhould be 
healed ! | 


Axp now what a bleſſed State is it to 
be in Chriſt ? Let all the Malice of Men 
and Devils conſpire againſt a good Chri- 
ſtian, and what harm can they do him? 


He hath a Treaſure laid up in Heaven, 


where neither Ruſt nor Moth doth cor- 
rupt, and where Thieves do not break 
through and fteal, Matth. vi. 20. and 
where their utmoſt Malice can never reach 
to do. him further Prejudice. 


| Wourp they e Ty) His free 
Conſcience can feel no Chain. Would 
they. baniſh him? He is enroll'd a Citizen 
of the New Jeruſalem. Would they kill 
him}. for that's the worſt they can do: 
Alas! they do-but fight with Shaddws and 
beat the Air; for he will certainly riſe 
Law in Judgment againſt them, Fig 
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Ex ſhall ſtand upright, faith St. Cy. 
prian *, when a great part-of Mankind 
ſhall go to Ruin ; he ſhall ſtand even like 
ſome immoveable Promontory, whereon 
the Waves may break themſelves, but 
Cannot ſhake | it. 


Tux Heathens, I confeſs, eſpecially the 
Stoicks, have labour'd very much to in- 
ſtruct theit Pupils againſt the Fear of Death. 


AND yet one cannot readily tell whe 
ther they deſerve more Envy for going 
ſo far, or more Pity for falling ſo much 
ſhort of the Conſolation of a Chriſtian. 
Seneca hath ſaid much to this Purpoſe, 
but our Chriſtian Writers much more, 
and upon much better Grounds too. 
He tells us indeed of one Aufidins 


Contra tot impetus vaſtationis & mortis, inconcuſſis 
animi virtutibus congredi, quanta pectoris magnitudo cf, 
& quanta ſublimitas, inter ruinas generis humani ſtare 
erectum; nec cum eis quibus {pes in Deum nulla eſt, jace- 


re proſtrarum? br. de Mortal, 
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Baſſus * who, though a very infirm 
and decrepit Man, was however of a very 
chearful Diſpoſition, and would not ſuf- 
fer the ſerene Bravery of his Mind to be 
ruffled and diſcompos'd by the complica- 
ted Diſtempers of his Body, how great 
ſoever they were ; but could face and 
welcome Death itſelf with a ſmiling, un- 
daunted Countenance, and could even 
undergo the great Change of this Life for 
another, without ſhewing the leaſt Change 
or Concern in his Behaviour, And this 
magnanimous Support, he tells us, he re- 
ceivd from the Power and Influence of 
Philoſophy. 


Bur what's all this to the ineffable 
Comfort, and the certain inward Aſſu- 
rance of that moſt glorious Crown of 
immortal un. and of TP * 


— — — — 


* „baum Aufidium vidi quaſſum, eee x 
Baſſus tamen noſter alacer animo eſt ; hoc Philoſophia prat- 
ſtat: in quocunque corporis habitu fortem, in conſpectu 


Mortis hilarem lætumque, nec deficientem, quamvis defi. 


eiatur. Senec. Epiff, 30. 
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Chriſt for ever, which the more eager 
Courage and greater Conſtancy of the 
primitive Martyrs was founded upon; 


who bravely courted the Flames, provok'd 


the Exccutioners to haſten their Office; 
and thus not ſhewing any, the leaſt Impa- 
tience, in any thing relating to their 
Sufferings, unleſs the delay of em, they 
greatly rejoic d in that they were counted 
worthy to meet and embrace Death in its 
worſt and moſt horrid Shapes, for the are 


: * un and his Goſpel? 


42 n del if we look upon it as we 
ought, it is not ſo terrible as at firſt we 
are apt to imagine. If there be any thing 
evil or miſerable in Death, tis Sin alone 
that cauſes it. Not Poverty, nor Sick- 


neſs, not Reproach, nor even Death it- 
ſelf can properly be calld an Evil; tis 


only Sin that's ſuch. True Miſery only 
can conſiſt in offending God, who is the 
original Fountain of all Happineſs, Tell 
me then, what is there in Death ſo much 
of ve Tear! Is it to be feat d becauſe it 


frees 
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frees us from the Cares and Sins of this 
troubleſome. World? or, becauſe it ſends 
us ſooner to Heaven, unto thoſe incon- 
ceivable Joys, which neither Eye hath 
ſeen, nor Ear hath heard, neither have 
they enter'd into the Heart of Man to 
conceive? I am the Reſurrection and 
the Life ; he that believes in me, though 
he were dead, yet ſhall, he live, ſaith 
Chriſt : if therefore we are Chriſtians, 
we will ſurely believe him. If then 
Chriſt be the firſt Fruits and Earneſt of our 
Reſurrection, and we, tho dead, are to 
riſe again, and live with him; let us look 
upon Death only as the putting off our 
Cloaths. This Fleſh, theſe Bones and 
Sinews are the Cloathing of our Souls, 
which being for a while put off by Death, 
we ſhall ſoon reſume, and put them on 
again, and in a far more glorious: Faſhion 
than we wore them before. Death & is not 


„ - 4 A i #. M 11 


ex eſt, non Pcena, perire. Sener. 


Gig : non eſt exitus iſte, - ſed tranſitus}; & temporali 
nere decurſo, ad zterna tranſgreſſus. Cypr.de More. 


to: 


Nec poteſt vita æterna ſuccedere, nifthine contigerit * 
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to be look'd upon as a Puniſhment, but 
a Paſſage. Tis not the End of us, but a 
Tranſition; and when we have finiſh'd 
our ſhort Race on Earth, 'tis a happy Re- 
moval of the Faithful into Heaven. Tis 
a Removal of ſuch from Sin to Righteouſ- 
neſs, from Labour to Reſt, from War to 
Peace, from Weeping to Joy, from Shame 
to Glory, from Miſery to Happineſs : tis 
a Removal from a frail, fleeting Life up- 
on Earth, wherein our beſt Repoſe is full 
of Anguiſh, our Deſires, like our Miſe- 
ries, without Limits, and our Mirth 
without continuance, to an everlaſting 
Life in Heaven, to the Preſence of the 
Lamb, at whoſe right Hand there is in- 
ceſſant Joy, and Fulneſs of Pleaſures for 
evermore. 


"Tis very true, Death is but as it were 
a Midwife, by whoſe help and means the 
Soul is deliver'd from the Body to Im- 
mortality. But then, tho' it muſt be 
allowed, Death may deliver and ſepa- 


rate the Soul from the __ yet it can: 
not 


1 2 
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not ſeparate the faithful Soul from Chriſt, 
no more than it could ſepatate the Hu- 
man Nature of Chriſt from the Divinity : 
nay, indeed it carries, preſents, and deli- 
vers it unto him as the Father of Spirits, 
For the Union betwixt Chrift and a Soul 
dying in Chriſt is inviolable ; he knows 
who are his, and none is able to take 
them out of his Hand. 


Bur we need not have recourſe for 
Comfort cither to Philoſophers or Fa- 
thers, ſince the ſacred Text doth every 
where ſo plentifully abound with them, 
And ſince there's none more frequent in 
expreſſing our Mortality than Fob, let us 
begin with him. To die, with Fob, is to 
be at home ; and to go to the Grave, is ta 
go to his Houſe. Job xiii. 2, 13. 


Wu is the Grave our Houſe ? What 
Traveller would not willingly be at 
home? Whilſt we are abroad, we are 
unſettled, full of Travel, Labour and So- 
licitude; but our Home is the Place of 


Quiet - 
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Quietneſs and Repoſe.  -Juſt ſo is the 
Grave: for while this Walk of Life doth 
laſt, we are. troubled on every ſide. But 
when we come home to our Grave, we 
enjoy then an uninterrupted Reſt, The 
Expreſſion is obſervable, the Grave is his 
Houſe; tis ſo indeed, for when a Man 


is dead, other nr oh were his, _ the 


Grave only then is his. 


Iuar handſome fine Lady was per- 
haps his Spouſe, this compleat mag- 
nificent Palace was his glorious Seat, 
this large and contiguous Eſtate his Inhe- 
ritance; but come to his Tomb, and we 
alter our Expreſſions there, and ſay, this 
is his Grave, this is his Home, his Houſe 
and Bed; here lies ſuch a one: and why 
then ſhould we fear to go thither? 


- AND yet we muſt take one neceſſary 
Caveat along with us too, that we make 
not too much haſte, as Cleombrotus up- 
on reading Plato did, to go thither 


neither. 7 bun 
| 4 Gon 
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Gov forbid this Diſcourſe ſhould have - 5 2 


that nndeſign'd Effect upon any o 
We muſt look for a true Call, and pet - 
haps that may be fully ſoon enough 8 
before we preſume to go. | | 


Wr muſt expect Deich, we muſt 15 
ſend for it, by laying violent hands up- 
on ourſelves, however the Sroicks have 
magnified the Practice. And however it 
may be thought by ſome unhappy Souls an 
Act of Bravery, and an Inſtance of extraor- 
dinary Magnanimity, tis notwithſtanding 
in Fact and Reality one of the greateſt Acts 
of Cowardice, and an Inſtance of the moſt 
unnatural Puſillanimity which tis in our 
power to ſhew. It is to ſin in the moſt 
deſperate manner we can, againſt the 
Law-of God, of Nature, of Reaſon; a- 
gainſt the Civil, the Canon, the Com- 
mon, the Municipal, and every whole- 
ſome Law whatever. Nay, tis even con- 
trary to the Opinion of the wiſer and 
— Tug of Philoſophers. 


No 
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No Seneca here, no Epictetus or 
Laertius muſt be our Rule; no Brutus, 
or Lucretia; no, nor Cato himſelf in this 
reſpet our Example. 


To ſacrifice our Life for ſome tri- 
fling Affront, or ſome little Injury re- 
ceiv d from others, under the pretended 
Punctilio of Honour, is to give the moſt 
diſhonourable Affront, and to do the 
greateſt Injury we poſſibly can to our 
own ſelves. For a Man pettiſhly to de- 
ſtroy himſelf, for want of Succeſs in his 
Addreſſes to the Object of his AﬀeRions, 
ſhews that he has a leſs regard for him- 
ſelf than the diſregarding Obje& had ; 
who could not poſſibly hate him worſe 
than he hated himſelf, who thus lov'd 
hanging or drowning, or ſome ſuch 
untimely Death, better than the ne- 
ceſſary Preſervation of his own Life. 
He that can be ſo far out of humour 
with the World, as to reſolve to diſpatch 
himſelf out of it, only becauſe the 
World, in ſome certain Things (what- 
| ever 
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ever they be) doth not humour him, and 
he is not, in ſome particular Re ſpects ſo 
happy as he would be; deſerves only to 
be leſs happy than he was: and ſo indeed 
the unnatural fatal Violence he commit- 
ted upon himſelf, plainly ſhews, that he 
himſelf thought ſo too. But if we are 
too weak Philoſophers and Chriſtians, 
and have not Strength of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion, ſufficient to enable us to bear the 
temporal Miſeries of this ſhort Life, which 
will be the ſooner over, as they are the 
ſeverer; we ſhall ſoon, in all probability, 
by taking ſuch Methods, be forc d to bear 
for ever the infinitely more dreadful Suf- 
ferings of the next Life ; as nothing is 
more likely to expoſe us to em, than 
ſuch deſpairing Acts of Suicide, or Self- 
Murder. The deceiving Motive and be- 
traying Inducement that leads People to 
act ſuch fatal Tragedies, is very likely the 
fond Imagination of putting an utter End 
to all their Miſeries and Sufferings in this 
World. Whereas indeed, by thus wil- 
fully putting ſuch a dircful End to their 

I N own 
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own Life here, they do but take the rea- 
dieſt way, and make the greateſt haſte 
they can, to live in ſuch an everlaſling 
State of unſpeakable and continual Woe 
and Miſery in another World, that it will ne- 
ver be poſſible for them to free themſelves 
from, or ever to put an end to Pain or Life 


| again, when once they are there. So that 


a Man, by killing himſelf, becauſe he 
will not "bravely endeavour to bear ſome 
little Misfortunes, which arc only for a 


Seaſon, in this World, runs the too pro- 


bable hazard of groaning irrecoverably 
for ever under the moſt exquiſite Agonies 
imaginable 1 in the next. 


A true Notion of future Rewards and 
Puniſhments, having not reach'd the 
Knowledge of any, but having rather 
eſcaped the due Conſideration of moſt 
of the Philoſophers of old, who chiefly 
imagin'd that after Death we ſhould 
Either be receiv'd into a new and more 
compleat State of Happineſs, or fall again 
into our old and firſt Nothing; and that 

there- 


l 
| 
8 
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therefore, if the worſt came to the worſt} 
not to Be at all, was better than to Be 
miſerable: They were by theſe wild and 
ſtrange Ideas of Futurity ſo prodigiouſly 
and impatiently ſtitr'd up and incited, with- 
our knowing the true Conſequences of 
Things, as to do the greateſt Violence 
poſſible to thernſelves, rather than pa- 
tiently ſtruggle with, and courageouſly 
endeavout to ſupport themſelves . 
their pteſent Misfortunes. 


Bur what they could not ſee by the 
dim Light of natutal Reaſon, divine Re- 
velation hath given us a ſufficient Proſpect 


of, by fully deſcribing to us, under the 
moſt terrible Repreſentations, the deep 


Abyſs of Miſeries, which they who die 
in a wicked and impenitent manner, 
raſhly plunge themſelves into. 


Now when through Pride, Pet, Paſſion, 
Diſcontent, or any ſuch- like Cauſe, Men 


become their own Executioners, and au- 
daciouſly and preſumptuouſly ruſh out 
N of 
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of the World before they have a due 
Summons, they certainly, without diCl- 
pute, leave it by a very wicked Act; and 
if they inſtantly or inſenſibly die, as ſuch 
HEAT do, we cannot, without the ut- 
- moſt Exceſs of Charity, but think that 
| they dic in an impenitent manner like- 
wile. SO that as we arc God's Soldiers, 
and muſt not forſake our appointed Sta- 
tions, till the divine Word of Command 


= AC TY © OP PO EY 3 


for our marching hence be given; they P 
then who fly and deſert Wo Poſts with- 

out, or . rather. contrary to Orders, and 4; 
go off at. Pleaſure, will ſoon meet, tis ' 
highly to be fear d, with ſuch unpleaſing 2 


Puniſhments, as may ſoon make them 
wiſh themſelves back again, and oblige * 
em to all Eternity to lament and bewail 
the irretrievable Unhappineſs of their 
over · haſty Journey, aud raſh Deſertion. 


Bur not to continue any longer upon 


et indeed I have been too long alrggdy, 
intending only at firſt a Hint or rh 


this g by the * z 1 muſt gow? 


þ * 
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ſerve, on the other hand, that as there 
are ſome who ſhew too little, ſo there 
are ſome who ſhew too great a Regard 
for Life; that as ſome are too fearleſs of 
Death, ſo arc there others too featful; 
and that as the former cannot be content 
to. ſtay in the World, till their proper 
Time of going out of it comes, ſo the 
latter cannot caſily be reconcil'd even to 
part with it then. I; 


$4 Ana Ae to return to What 1 
digreſſed from, which was, laſtly, to aum 
ourſelves againſt the formidable Terrour 
of our own Mortality; J muſt remind 


you, that in bas, cage to this, Tae ich 
laid eh TOOL. | | 


reer. The Comforts we might raife 
from the Conſideration of whas our Sa- 
viour hath done for us, who by livin 
without Sin, dying for our Sins, and ri: 
ling again for our Juſtification, hath yan- 
quiſh'd all the Powers of Sin and Death, 
and Hel! itſelf that thro' a lively Faith 
N 2 in 
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in him we ſhall be ſaved ; that Death to 
the Faithful is no more than a Paſſage | 
from a Temporal Life of various Trou- 
bles and Diſquietudes, to an eternal one 
of inceſſant Bliſs and Glory; and that 
therefore we ſhould be no more afraid or 
unwilling to die, than we ſhould be afraid 
or unwilling to be happy with Chriſt for 
evermore. 


AND to make our Notions of Death 
ill leſs formidable, let us now procced 


to conſider, 


SEconDLY, That the Sctipture every 
where almoſt calls Death by the Name of 

Sleep, and to obſerve what Encourage- 
ment we may take to leſſen our Fears of 


it under that Image. 


Our Friend Lazarus ſhepeth, faith 
Chriſt. 


Now becauſe there is nothing more 


familiar and beacficial to us, nothing that 
$i * 


th 
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ve leſs fear than Sleep, let us view a lit- 
tle the Similitude, how like it is unto 
Death, and that in ſeveral reſpects. 


FiRsT then, in regard of the Cauſe, 
Sleep is brought upon us by the aſcenſion 
of Vapours from the Stomach to the 
Brain. And Death came from the Sto- 
mach too, by Man's unhappy eating of the 
forbidden Fruit, which, like ſome ſecret 
Poiſon, continues working ever ſince, and 
ſhews it-ſelf either ſooner or later, accor- 
ding to the different Nature of Tempers 
and Conſtitutions. When we go to ſleep 
we put off our Clothes, and when we 
die we put off theſe earthly Talernacles, 
as St. Peter, calls them, 2 Pet. i. viz. the 
Furniture of eur Souls; and therefore 
we ſhould do the one as willingly as we 
do the other, Sleep ſometimes creeps 
on us unawares, and ſo. does Death alſo, 
ſometimes when we leaſt expect it, Sleep 
is common to all, and ſo is Death. 
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© SECONDLY; In regard of the Conco - 


mitants, Sleep locks up only the 6urward 
Senſes, and Death only ſeizeth on the 


outward Parts; For in the Gravs, Hh 
Job, the witked craſt from trowbling, and 
Job Hi. 17. 


there the weary be at reſt. 
Now as the Body is tefreſh'd by Sleep, and 
riſes more ſtrong and active, ' ſo ſhall we 
from Death, by the Almighty Power of 
our Redeemer, riſe fat more Glorious than 
what we are laid. And as they who ſleep 


are free from e Carts, ſo are 


the Dead too. 


LAST r, In regard of the Effect, Sleep 
is not proper for all, at all times, or for 
ever; 90 more is Death. As we may a- 
wake a Man that is aſleep in Bed, by cal- 
ling him up; ſo ſhall the Voice of the laſt 
Trumpet awake and call us from thoſe 
dormitory Manſions, our ſilent Graves. 
And then as when we tiſe from Sleep we 
put on our Clothes, ſo when we riſe from 


Death we ſhall be cloath'd with Immor- 
tality. 


4 
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tality; Thus you ſee that Death and 


Sleep are Brothers. How is it then that 


we love the one, and dread the other? 
How can we go to Bed and not remem- 
ber we muſt go to our Graves? How can 


ve lie down to ſleep, without firſt think- 


ing upon Death? Or how can we rife a- 
gain without ſolemn Meditations on our 
future Reſurrection? What can we find 
in the one which is not of advantage to 
us, and why then ſhould we be very 


| ane of the other? 


Tux Body i is call'd the Priſon of the 
Soul, wherein ſhe's fetter d and held Cap. 
tive to the Law of Sin. And therefore 
Holy David calls Death a bringing forth 
out of Priſon; and good old Simeon begs 
his Freedom, when he ſaith Lord now 
letteſt thou thy Servant — in 
Fn * | 


Luxx truly is a dark and loathſome Jail, 
wherein we are chain'd to Luſts and Temp- 
tations, and made Captives by the Law of 

N 4 Sin 
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Sin in our Members; and Death only is 
dur general Delivery from it. 


Lx is but a Pilgrimage through the 
Wilderneſs of this World; We are all 
Here, ſaith the Apoſtle, Strangers and 
Pilgrims; but Death diſpatches us, and 
ſends us home to our own Country. 


TERE's no Preſcription to be made, 
no Privilege or Plea to be brought a- 
gainſt Mortality. Tis as certain we ſhall 
go by the Grave, as that we came by the 


Womb. We are born to live, and live 


to die, and die that we may live for ever. 
Death is inevitable; God hath determin d 
and appointed it, Hebr. ix. 27. yea, it is 
irrevocably, firmly, and conſtantly ap- 


pointed. God ſpoke once, faith the P/a/. - 


miſt, and there's no need he ſhould ſpeak 
again. 'Tis a Statute enacted in the high 
Court of Heaven, which admits of no re- 
peal: a Decree not more juſt than pe- 
remptory. For as there is a time to be 
born; ſo, ſaith Salomon, is there to die 

| too: 
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too: Eccl. iii. 2. As Man was at firſt 
taken out of the Earth, ſo he muſt at 
laſt return into it. As he was fram d out 
of the Duſt at his Creation, ſo he muſt 
moulder into Duſt again at his Diſſolu- 
tion ; for Duſt thou art, ſaith God, and 
unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. 


; 


- SINCE therefore Death is thus certain- 
ly unavoidable, tis as certainly à very 
great piece of Folly to be ſo mightily 
afraid of it as we generally are. For why 
{ſhould we be fearful of undergoing what 
our Fear cannot poſlibly prevent? Nay, 
tis very probable, I think, that many, out 
of too great a fear of dying, die the ſoon- 
er. So that tis asunreaſonable and ridi- 
culous to fear we ſhould die, as to fear 
we ſhould grow old ; becauſe Death as 
certainly attends Age, as Age, if we live, 
attends Youth. Indeed as long as we live 
here, each part is attended with ſeveral 
Diſtempers; but Death at once cures them 
all. What a Madneſs then is it for us, 
who are impriſon'd, faſt bound in Miſe- 
e 4 rics 
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ries and Irons, to fear we ſhould. be ſet at 
liberty 3 for us, who are weary and di- 
fire(s'd Travellers, to fear we ſhall be 
brought ſafely home again; for us, who 
are continually troubled and tormented 
with ſome grievous Sickneſs or other, to 
fear we ſhall be entirely cur dꝰ 


Lr each of us much rather encourage 
our Souls, and ſay with the * Poet 
Go out, my Soul, hy art thou afraid to 
« follow Chriſt ? go, make haſte; mount 
ie upwards, fly, and be happy, by ſwiftly 
te purſuing him who leads thee to better | 
2 a af | 


- Lerus all then by theſe Conſiderations 
fo- prepare and fortify our ſelves againſt 
the fearful Apprehenſions of our own 
Mortality, that when the Time of our 


rs 1046s 20 4 277 af: 1 — : my 

o Anima emigra, Chriſto moriente, quid horres? 
I, propera, I fœlix, ſequere ad meliora trahentem. 

| Jul. Scal. 


" Diſſo- 


Ls 
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Diſſolution draws near, we may have 
nothing elſe to do, but to reſign our- 
ſclves chearfully and willingly into God's 
hands, as into the hands of a merciful 
Creator, through the Merits and Media- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom 
with the Father -and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be render d and aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all Honour, Praiſe, Glory, Might, Maje- 
ſty, Dominion and Obedience, both now 
and for evermore. Amen, Amen. 
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A due Meditation upon God's Word, 
recommended as the beſt Method to 


ſupport us under any Troubles and 
Anxieties whatever : 


SERM O N, 


At St. John Baptiffs Church 
in Cheſter, May 27, 1726. 


At the Funeral of Mrs. LEDSHAM of 
Chriſtleton. 


By FOHN THOMAS, M. A. 
Curate of Chriſtleton, and Miniſter of 
Ince. | 


— 


Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of thoſe who 
heard it. 


PS AL M cxix. Ver. 81. 


My Soul bath longed for th . alnanies, 
and I have a good Hope . * iN 
thy * | 


HE Words 1 may ſerve ——__ 
enough to lead us into the fol- 
lowing Reflections. 


Fixs r, That God may ſuffer the beſt 
Chriſtians ſometimes to fall under ſuch - 


hardCircumſtances of Life, as even toſtand 


in need of, and therefore to long for the 
Salvation of God, or God's Deliverance, - - 


in which Senſe the Word is moſt wi 
to be underſtood i in this Place. TT 


"Tp even David himſelf aich, th ; 
Soul hath longed for thy Salvation. 


A 
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Ann ĩs it in any degree unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that he really wanted it, when 
he faith his Soul aged for it ? 


SECONDLY, We may obſerve, that a 
due Meditation upon God's Word, and 
the glorious and gracious Promiſes made 
known to us in the Holy Scriptures, is the 
beſt means, and ſureſt way to give us juſt 
Hopes of obtaining that Salvation, which 
we ſo earneſtly deſire, ' or long for. My 
Soul hath longed, &c. 


Bur before I actually fix upon any ge- 
neral Topick of this kind, as deducible 
from the Text, it may not be altogether 
unneceſſary to conſider, 


Fr nsr, In what Senſe, or Senſes, the firſt 
part of the Text is to be taken, or what 
we are to underſtand by longing for the 


Salvation of God. 


1 ws no be know, to tell you 


what is meant by longing for a thing, ſcil. 
i that 


hat 
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that it is an eatneſt and paſſionate Deſire 


of one's Mind, an ardent and craving Af- 
fection of Soul, for the obtaining of that 
thing, be it what it will, which is its Ob- 
ject. But then tis very requiſite you ſhould 
rightly know what is truly to be under- 
ſtood by what the P/almiſt declares is ſuch 
an Object of his Soul, or the Thing which 


he ſaith he longs for, i. e. the Salvation 


W may find in Holy Scripture, if we 
but take the pains to ſeateh it as we 
ought, that Salvation is a Word which 
uſually bears many and n Signifi- 
cations, | 


Sour INES we find it uſed to ſignify 
Chriſt himſelf, the Meſſias, or Anointed 
of the Lord, and emphatically ſpeaking, 


the Salvation of the whole World. Thiss-. 5 


we find the Word uſed in old Simens 
Plalmody, and pious Anthem of Phaiſe to 


\ God, for ſceing the Conſolation of 


Iſrael. For then, as you read Luke ii. 
f | O ". 
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ver. 28, 29, 30, &c. he took him up in 
his Arms and bleſſed God, and ſaid, Lord 
now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in 
peace, according to thy Word, for mine 
Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation ; meaning; 
as is evident, Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord of 
Life and Glory. 


AnD as thus we find it uſed to ſignify 
Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, ſo likewiſe we may 
find it uſed to ſignify his Goſpel, and the 
caly Terms it diſcovers to us of our eter- 
nal Happineſs. To this purpoſe you read 
H/. Ixvii. 2. That thy Way may be known 
upon Earth, thy ſaving Health among 
all Nations. Which Pſalm, tho' it bears 
the Name of David in the Greek and 
Latin Verſions, was however probably 
wrote after the Captivity, by E/dras,. or 
ſome other inſpir'd Perſon ; and is a Pro- 
phecy of the Propagation of the Goſpel. 


TarrpLy, ee is again frequent- 
ly. uſed in Scripture, to ſignify the Joy and 


Happineſs of Heaven, or the eternal Sal- 
vation 


CCC 
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vation of the Godly in the World to come. 


Thus St. Paul, Rom. i. 16. ſpeaking of 
the Excellencies and Advantages of the 
Goſpel, ſaith it is the Power of God unto 
Salvation}; and in another place he exhorts 
the Philippians, Chap. ii. ver. 12. to work 
out their own Salvation with fear and 
trembling. By which Word Salvation in 
both Places, nothing certainly can be un- 
derſtood but the eternal Salvation of God 
in the next World, promis'd to ſuch as 
love and fear him in this. 
5 nig; | 


An laſtly, We find it frequently uſed 


in Holy Scripture, eſpecially in the whole 
Book of Pſalms, to ſignify Deliverance 
from Perſecutions andAdverſities, or from 
all our Troubles and Diſtreſſes, which we 
may at any time labour under, of what 
kind or nature ſoever they be. In this 
Senſe tis uſed, P/. iii. 1, xxi. 1. IXxxvili. 1. 
and particularly three times in P/. Ixii. t, 
2, 6. where the Pſalmiſt plainly declares, 
ver. 1. My Soul truly waiteth ſtill upon 
Cod, for of him cometh my Salvation; and 

O 2 . 
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ver. 2. He verily is my Strength and 
Falvation, he is my. Defence, ſo that 1 
ſhall not greatly fall; and ver. 6. He 
truly is my Strength and Salvation. 


Ap that this is the proper Senſe in 
which Salvation in the Words of the 
Text is to be peculiarly underſtood, is 
conſpicuonſly evident from ſeveral other 
"Verſes of this Plalm, which conſiſt of fo 
many pious Prayers and Petitions to this 
Purpoſe, that one can't well help thinking, 
that Prayer to God for Heliverance out of 
Troubles, was one great End and Deſign 
of this whole Pſalm. Thus we find the 
Pfalmiſt declaring, ver. 146. { cried un- 
to thee, O Lord, ſave me, and I ſhall keep 
"thy Teſtimonies ; and ver. 153. Let 
thine Hand help me, ſays he; and then he 
adds in the Verſe following, I have longed 
for thy Salvation, O Lord] or rather, as 
you have it inthe more intelligible Tranſla- 
tion of the Common Prayer-Books, Which 
makes it, I think, ſtill more clear, that 
the Word is certainly to be taken in the 
| : . 
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latter Senſe, I have longed for thy ſa- 
ving Health, O Lord. Taking the Word 
then in any, or all of theſe Senſes, whe- 
ther we mean by longing for the Salva- 
tion of God, longing for, or being deſi- 
rous of the Joy and Happineſs of the Saints 
in Heaven (which implies both wiſhing 
for the Enjoyment of the beatifical Vi- 
ſion of Chriſt himſelf, and the Perfor- 


| mance of thoſe Terms of the Goſpel on 


which it is promiſed) or whether we mean, 
by longing for the Salvation of God, long- 
ing for, and being deſirous of Dcliverance, 
out of either ſpiritual or temporal Trou- 
bles and Diſtreſſes; we have here the beſt 
Direction given us, whereon to found our 
juſt Hopes of obtaining it, and that is 
God' s Word. : 


i Fxox this juſt Explanation, therefore, 
of what is to be underſtood by the Salva- 
tion of God, in the beginning of the 


Text, I ſhall fairly draw this one certain 


Concluſion, from the true Senſe of the 


Whole Verſe, as the only general Topick 


O3 of 
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of my following Diſcourſe z namely, That 
a due Meditation upon God's Word, and 
the glorious and gracious Promiſes made 
known to us, in the Holy Scripture, is 
the beſt means and ſureſt way to ſupport 
us under, or to obtain juſt Hopes of ob- 
taining Deliverance from any Troubles 
and Anxicties whatever, whether they be 
temporal, or ſpiritual, or both, 


Ix it pleaſe God to enter us, by 
the Diſpenſation of his Divine Provi. 
dence, in the School of Affliction, God's 
Word will teach us how to behave our- 
ſclves with a patient Reſignation and ſub- 
miſſive Obedience, nay indeed, with a 
happy Contcntment, under his Divine 
Will and Pleaſure. The Way to the Ho- 
ly Land was thro' a Wilderneſs ; and God 
led his People thro that rugged Way, in 
the Day-time with a Cloud, and all the 
Night thro' with a Light of Fire, as you 
read Pf. Ixxviii. 15. Exod. xiv. 19. 


Tas 
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Taz Way to Heaven is often thro the 
Wilderneſs of Affliction yet; and God's 
Word is the Pillar of the Cloud which 
will give light to thoſe that fit in Dark» 
neſs, and guide em through all the diffi- 
cult Paths of Sorrow and Diſtreſs. 

Ix, like the Iſraelites, we are to pals 
thro'a Red Sea of Blood, God's Word 
will be a Wall to us on the right hand, 
and on the left. If we arc to walk upon 
the deep Waters of Adverſity, God's 
Word will be our unerring Pilot, our ſure 
Card and Compaſs, and teach us Faith 
that we ſink not. It will teach us to bear 
up manfully under all Trials, and in all 
Diſtreſſes, tho' ſeemingly never ſo great. 
It will inſpire us with ſuch a Peace of 
Conſcience, and ſuch an in waid Satisfac- 
tion of Mind, a Satisfaction not to be 
ſhaken by any thing, a Satisfaction that we 
are in God's Favour, that whatever we 
undergo here is but for the Trial of our 
Faith, the Exerciſe of our Patience, the 
Oz *_mme 
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* Example of others, and which will work 


out for us a far more exceeding Weight of 
eternal Glory hereafter. He that ſtudies 
God's Word, conſiders all the Sufferings 
on Earth, as proceeding from the hand of 
God, and even the very worſt Condition 
ob this Life better than what he deſerves; 
that they ſhall endure, at longeſt, but for 
a while; that the ſharper his Sufferings arc, 
the ſhorter they will be; and that for ſuf. 
fering in this World, he ſhall be gloriouſſy 
rewarded in the next. He that meditates 
upon God's Word, will neceſſarily have 
ſuch Thoughts and Reflections as theſe, 
which immediately adminiſter proper Eaſe 
and Comfort; ſo that what others think 
Hardſhips, will be no Hardſhips to him, and 
that whatcver he endures, he cannot, in 
ſtrict Propriety of Speech, be ſaid to be 
tormentedi Hence it was, that Eli (that 
good old Man) when told by Ca. 
muel, that he was to be depriv'd of his 
Sons, and that by a juſt Judgment from 

Heaven too (a-ſhocking Thing to an aged 
tender Parent, one ag well think) mur- 
mur d 
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mur d not, but only gave a remarkable 
Token of his Acknowledgment of the 
divine Juſtice, and patient Submiſſion to 
it, ſaying, It is the Lord, let him ao 
—_ ſeemeth him good. 


Saint it was that Fob, when told of 
the Loſs of his Goods and Children by 
Plunder, Murder, and Fire from Heaven, 
as you read Chap. i. ver. 20, 21, &. hum-' 
bly fell down upon the Ground, and wor- 
ſhipped, and ſaid, Naked came I out of 
my Mother's Womb, and naked ſhall Ire. 
turn thither : the Lord gave, and the 
Tord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 
Name of the Lord. Hence it was, that 
the Prophets, Apoſtles, Saints, Martyrs, 
and Confeſſors, when tortur'd, accepted 
not Deliverance, that they might obtain 
a better Reſurrection: Hence it was, that 
they rejoyc'd that they were counted wor- 
thy to ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt. 


AND thus may we, by meditating upon 
God's Word, be incited and enabled to the 


like 
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like Performances, eſpecially to bear all 
our Troubles andCalamitics with Patience 
and Chearfulneſs. The Word of God 
offers ſuch Conſiderations to us, as are 
able utterly to wipe off our Tears, to ex- 
pclall lurking Fears from drooping Souls, 
to chear up and brighten our Spirits, to 
raiſe our Deſires, to fill us with Hopes full 
of Immortality, to illuminate our Under- 
ſtandings, to rectify our Wills and capti- 
vate our Affections. In theſe ſacred Ora- 


2 les of Infallibility, are all the Conditions 


and Promiſes of Happineſs, eternal Hap- 
pineſs laid down before us. How fre- 
quently doth God in them court us, in the 
moſt moving, earneſt, preſſing Strains of 
Love, of Love unfeign'd, and dearcſt 
Fondneſs, to the conflans Practice of thoſe 
Duties which will bring Salvation to all 
thoſe who piouſly obſerve them? How 
often is the Remiſſion of all our Sins aſ- 
fur'd us there, upon the promis d Condi- 
tions of a ſincere Reformation? How 
ſweet and raviſhing, alas ! muſt thoſe 
Words needs be, which are the Proclama- 


tions 


, r — 
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tions of Heaven, and the Speeches of Di 
Vinity itſelf? Alas! are we pleas d with the 
artful Counſels of humane Invention, 


are our Affections captivated with the 


weak Reaſonings, and what we are pleas d 
to call the Rhetorical Flouriſhes of a finite 
ſhallow Underſtanding? How much more 
exceedingly then muſt we of neceſſity be 


totally charm'd with, and, as it were, in- 


vincibly ſwallow'd up in an Extacy of Ad- 
miration and Delight,in the moſt unerring 
Dictates of the moſt infinite Goodneſs and 
Greatneſs of Power, and Underſtanding 
itſelf? If the ſtealing Power of the beſt 
Orators can move us, whether we will or - 
not, and the wiſe Remarks of the wiſeſt 
on Earth (who are but Men at beſt) do 
ſo mightily affect us, how irreſiſtibly mo- 
ving muſt thoſe harmonious Accents needs 
be, which carry along with em the cele- 
ſtial Oratory of God himſelf? And how 
powerfully affecting, and undeniably wiſe 
muſt thoſe melting Sounds moſt certainly 
be, which thus iſſue and ariſe from this 
| pure 
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pure and inexhauſtible Fountain * al 
Wiſdom } ? | 


I x theſe divine n we 155 e Ro- 
nour and Comfort of converſing with 
God himſelf, with our glorious Creator, 
and our bleſſed Redeemer. Be our Caſe 
never ſo miſerable, what greater Comfort 
can we poſſibly have, than that which 


5 Heaven affords? And we have here all 


the Aſſurances of the greateſt Comfort 
Heaven itſelf can give us. Are we poor, and 
do we defire to be rich ? Here is the rich 
Treaſure of Heaven, the Riches of God- 
lineſs, more to be defir'd, as David tells 
us, than much fine Gold, yea, than thou- 
ſands of Gold and Silver. Are we ſick 
and weak? Here are infallible Preſcrip- 
tions and unfailing Remedies ; here's Phy- 
ſick for all Diſtempers, the ſaving Health 
of God, the Salvation of the Lord. Are 
we afraid of Death? Here we ſind im 
diſarm'd and vanquiſh'd. Are we afraid, 
by reaſon of our Sins, of everlaſting Dam- 
nation? Here, upon our true Repentance, 

we 


\ 
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we meet with certain Pardon: Here, in 
ſhort, we meet with - Tidings of the 
greateſt, and moſt conſtant Joy that can 
be, to all People, in all Conditions, and 
at all Times. 


God's Word is the original Magazine and 
Store- houſe of all thoſe Comforts which 
will preſerve a Man from periſhing in the 
worſt and moſt perilous Times. The 
Pleaſures here below afford very little, if 
any, Satisfaction and Solace, in the midſt 
of Difficulties and Diſtreſſes: Nay, they 
are ſo far from yielding any Man Relief, 
in his Extremity, as that the Remembrance 
of em docs no more but add to our pre. 
ſent Afflictions. But tis far otherwiſe 
with the Delights that ariſe from a due 
Peruſal of the Book of God. They are 
ſuch as reliſh beſt with a Chriſtian, in his 
moſt diſconſolate Condition, and by vir- 
tue of theſe, when, in the World's Opi- 
nion, he is at the laſt Shift, and out of 
all Hopes of Recovery, he remains ſure and 
in a Storm, which, 
3 tho: 


ſtedfaſt, like a Rock. 
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 tho' the Billows - roar and foam, is, how- 


ever, firm and unſhaken. Thus holy Da- 


wid tells us, P/. xciv. 19. that in the 


multitude of the Sorrows that he had in 
his Heart, God's Comforts. refreſh'd his 
Soul. And wnleſs thy Law, faith he, 
had been my Delight, I ſbould have pe- 


riſbed in mine Afﬀiittions. Pſ. cxix. 92. 


And therefore, in the 49th Verſe of the 
ſame Pſalm you have him petitioning the 


Almighty thus—— Remember thy Word 
unto thy Servant, upon which thou haſt 


cauſed me to put my Truſt: And this, 
ſays he, in the Verſe following, is my 


Comfort in my Afflictions; for thy Word 


hath quickend me. God's Word ex- 


ceedingly quickens and animates a trou- 


bled Mind ; and to him that is inwardly 
perplex'd, it is a cooling Stream to quench 
the burning Heat of Affliction. 


Tnus then is a due Meditation upon 


God's Word, and the glorious and gracious 
_ - Promiſes made known to us, in the Holy 
Scripture, the beſt means, and ſureſt way 


to 
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to ſupport us under, or to obtain juſt 
Hopes of obtaining Deliverance from any 
Troubles and Anxicties whatever, whe- 
ther they be temporal, or ſpiritual, or 
both. 


AND thus if our Soul want or long for 
the Salvation of God, we may have a 
good Hope becauſe of his Word. 


Nox was the good Chriſtian (for ſuch 
ſhe certainly was) Whoſe mortal Remains 
lie now before us, either unmindful or 
unknowing of theſe Things. For ever 
ſince ſhe arrivd to any competent De- 
gree of Knowledge, ſhe made it her chief 
and greateſt Care, by frequently reading 
the Holy Scriptures, and daily ſtudy ing 
the Book of God, to make herſelf tho- 
roughly acquainted with the fundamen- 
tal Principles of the Chriſtian Religion; 
thoſe great and neceſſary Truths, which 
ſo mightily tend to ſet forth God's Glory, 
and our own Salvation. And in order 
hereto, ſhe was not wanting, according 
1 f to 


A 
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to the beſt of her own Judgment, or the 


Recommendations of her Friends, to be 


ſupplied with plain profitable Expoſi- 
tions, and other - uſeful Helps, which, 
with regard to herſelf, might beſt anſwer 
theſe glorious and pious Ends, 


How great a delight indeed ſhe took 
in being converſant with the Sacred Ora- 


cles of God, ſome of her neareſt Rela- 


tions here preſent, muſt, eſpecially, be 


very ſenſible of; to whom, in the moſt 


agreeable manner (I hope) ſhe has hand- 


ſomely recommended the like Practice. 


'TwovuLd be no great wonder, truly, 


that thus ſhe privately recommended the 


Holy Scriptures to the Peruſal of ſome 
of her Relations in particular, or fix'd 
upon theſe Words. of my preſent Sub- 


ject, as a proper Argument upon this ſo- 
lemn Occaſion, to recommend the ſaid 
Duty in a more publick manner to the 


reſt of her attending Friends in general: 
Had you but heard her, in her Life · time, 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak (as ſometimes ſhe! has done) from 
her own Experience, of the Neceſſity of 
hearing, reading, marking, learning and 
digeſting God's holy Word, from the 


great Benefits ſhe received mend x her 
ſelf. | = 


For: once, when God was pleaſed 

(perhaps for the Trial and Exerciſe of het 

Faith and Patience) to ſuffer the gloomy 

Shades of a ſnort Melancholy to eclipſe 

the wonted Vigour of her Mind, and to 
| diſturb and interrupt her —— Peace 
5 and Tranquillity; when thus the Lord had 

once, for a ſhort time hid, as it were, 
his Face from her, and > began with 
> David, to complain, why art tht caſt 
p down, O my Soul, and why art thou diſe 
| 


quieted within me! then with double 
Diligence, and Intenſeneſs of Mind, with 
T .renewed Endeavours, with more frequent 
d and more fervent Supplications, ſhe im- 
e portun d God's gracious Compaſſion, and 
* ada his Mercies IF her * $ 
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Merits, humbled her Soul with faſting; 
And gat her to her God right humbly * 
arid behold the Succeſs was agrecably 
rear; for ſuddenly the Lord diſpellłd 
dhoſe black Miſts, Clouds and thick 
Darkneſs, turn'd him again unto her, 
ſhewed her the Light of his Countenance, 
and had mercy upon her. This the 
fob ght the Lord in his Word and Ordinan- 
La” and the Lord heard her and delivers 
ner out of all her fear. Her Soul long- 
'& fot the Salvation of the Lord, andthe 

obtained a good Hope becaufe of God 
Word; she ſdon decame more happy 
£ (as che laid herſelf) than ever ſhe was be- 
fore, her Heavineſs was turii d into preat- 
et Joy; and immediardly affet wards, if 
I chay ſpeak agreeably to her on 


* Wotds, the "his her Faith made much 


ſtrosger than ever, and Was inwardly 


bletled with more coitiforrable Hopes 6 


Pardon. * N 


3410 TEL MJ 
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' Whit conſtant Attender ſhe was upon all 


the 


— — 
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the - acted Ordinances of God's Holy 
Church, and all the publick Offices of 
Religion, upon all Occaſions, Thus 
ſetting her Affections on things in Heaven: 
and not on things in the Earth, tho others 
might be careful and troubled about 
many things, ſhe, Hike another good 
Mary, hath choſen that good part, which 
ſhall not be taken away from — . 
minded the one thing necdful. - 


- Twouts be wholly erde then to 
add any thing relating to her as a Neigh- 
bour, ina Civil, or as a Daughter, Siſter, 


Wife and Mother, in a Relative Capaci- 


ty; when (as we juſtly have done) we 
8 conſider her às a Chriſtian, living in the 
a Fear, dying in the Favour, and now re- 
1 ccived (hope) unto the Glory of God. 
7 * 


| Mxr then (to Hut up the whole) the 
Deathof this our Siſter, ſtrike us all with 
ſuch a lively Senſe of our on Mortality, 


Sin, 


as may cauſe us ſo thoroughly to die to 
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Sin, and live to Grace, as that when we die 
to Nature, we may be alive to God, through 
Chriſt, and reſt in him (as our Hope is this 
our Siſter doth) for evermore. 


_ Waicn that we may all do, God of his 
infinite Mercy grant, &c. 
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Page 45. line 11. for not civil to the Maſter, read not civil 
to your Maſter. 
Page 50. line 17. for intitle to, read, intitle us to. 
Page 86. line 9. for What he? read What is he? 
Page 93. line 4. for repreſented to us in Text, read repre- 
ſented to us in the Text. | 5 
Page 203. line 3. fer Counſels, read ConneQtions. 
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